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Fact the fituation of Mr. P——, confined in the 
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4 6 | this impreſſion of the account &f his tral. My duty 
the Public, and ny 7 perſonal regard for that Gen. 
5 tlemag, haye induced me to take that charge an 
: wiel, I ave executed i with fidelicy, An emi- 
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nent Short-Hand Writer from London, Mr. Nane, 
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* ler I be permitted to congratulate the Friends 13 35 
| ö of the People in Scotland, upon the incidents which 

i wee late trials have diſcloſed; — Misfortunes may | 95 

5 preſs hard on individuals, but let us rejoice, bab in 
1 the great ſyſtem af the univerſe, eternal juſtice con- 4 
HY | fiitutes an element. Ss 6002 gn 5,4, 
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' iſbed at Perth; but the Public may reſt aſſured, 
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TING, or the ca 
TED, any ſeditious or inflammatory writing, calcu- 
lated to produce a ſpirit of diſcontent in the minds | 
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Girona . | WHEREAS, it is; 
meant and complained to us by our right truſty Ro- 
 yexT Doxnas, Eſq; of Arniſton, our Advocate for 


an, ſometime reſiding in Dundee, and com- 
| monly deſigned Unitarian Miniſter: THAT, by the 

| Jaws of this and of every other well governed realm, 
the wiekedly and feloni WRITING or PRIN- 
to be WRI I TEN and PRIN. 


of the people againſt the preſent happy Conſtitution 


and Government of this Country, and to rouſe them : 
up to acts of outrage and violence, by inſidiouſly ca- 


lumniating and miſrepreſenting the meaſures of Go. 
yernment, and falſely and ſeditiouſly juſtifying and 


vindicating the enemies of our country, with whom 
we are at open war: AS ALSO the wickedly and 


feloaniouflly DISTRIBUTING and CIRCULA- 


TING, or the CAUSING to be diſtributed and cir- 


ulated, any ſuch ſcditious and inflammatory writing, 


are crimes of an heinous nature, dangerous to the 
public 1 W * IRUE 


our intereſt, upon - THOMAS FISCHE PALMER, 


| Fiſche Palmer, above complained upon, is guilty | 
aQor or art and part, of all and each, or one or q- 
ther of thy foreſaid crimeg; IN SO FAR , ſome... 


to the hands of 
dee, a manuſcript or writing, of a wicked and fe- 


Friends and \Fellew Citizens ; which manuſcript or 3 
_ writing was ſometime during the months aforeſaid, / © 


| PU RR: 


f 6 5 5 
VF1S, AND OF VERIFY, That the faid Themas 


time during the month of July 1793, or of June pre. 


. ceding, or of Auguſt following, the ſaid Thomas 


Fiſche Palmer, having been preſent at a Meeting 


held at Dundee, and county of Forfar, which Meet- 


g denominated itſelf, © A Society of the Friends 

« of Liberty,” or bore ſome ſuch name, and of which 
meeting or ſociety, the ſaid Thomas Fiſche Palmer 
is or was a Member; he did then and there put i- 
Mealmaker, weaver in Dun. 


ditious import, in the form of an Addreſs to their - 


at Dundee aforeſaid, or at ſome other place to the . 
Public Proſecutor unknown, wickedly and feloniouſ. 

ly written or compoſed by the ſaid Thomas Fiſche 
Palmer, or by him cauſed to be compoſed or written; 

and which manuſcript or writing, after it had under- 
gone ſeveral alterations, ſuggeſted by the foreſaid 
meeting, was, by defire of the ſaid meeting, again put 


into the hands of the ſaid Thomas FiſchePalmer, in 
order, that it might, by his means, be publiſhed, print: 
ed, and circulated. And the ſaid Thomas Fiſche 
Palmer did thereafter. print, or at leaſt did wickedly - | 
and feloniouſly, ſometime. during the months afore. 


ſaid,» cauſe to be printed at Edinburgh, or ſome: . 
whereelſeto the Public Proſecutor unknown, the ſaid _ 
ſeditious and pie writing, mne _ nes | 
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-LIBERTY,' they unanimotily reſolved to pub. 
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Tou, who by your loyal and APR conduR, in 


©© theſe days of adverſity, have ſhown that you are 


« — 


3 
new, unprecedented, and unwarrantable powers! 
'« Has not the Houſe of Commons (your only ſecuri- 


'« worthy of, at leaſt, ſome ſmall portion of liberty. 
unto you we addreſs ur language and tell our 


fears. Wo 
In ſpite of the lebt feanda), ot malicious ef- 


* forts of the people's enemies, we will tell you whole 
« truths, they are of a kind to alarm and arouſe you 
out of your lethargy, That portion of liberty you 
once en] s' faſt ſetting, we. fear, in the dark- 


« you who were the world's envy, as poſſeſſed of ſome 


2 Is not every new day adding a new link to our 
is not the executive branch daily ſeizin ag 


J ty from the evils of tyranny and ariſtocracy) join. 
? ed the coalition againſt your. Is the election of its 


members either fair, free, or frequent? Is not is 
_ « independence gone, . it is made up of penfions 
' * and placetnen ? 


We have done our duty, and are determined u. 


*keep our poſts, ever ready to aſſert our juſt rights 


And privileges as men, the chief of which we ac- 


eee rl = 


nes of feſpotiſm and tyranny ! Too ſoon, perhaps, 


mall porton of liberty, will be ſunk in the depth of 
's flavery and miſery, if you prevent it not by yout 
well timed efforts. | 
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af thoſe who-ſerve in the Commons Hoaſe of Par- 


Kat, , and Wk, 


tos. * © One 
Cats 


* Larhent, and a frequent rene wal of ſueh power. 


A We are not deterred; or diſappointed by.the deci- 
ion of the Houſt of Commons concerning gur Pe- 


« tition_ It is a queſtion we did not enpect (though 


* founded on truth and reaſon) would be ſupported; 
' i by fuperior numbers. Far from being diſcouraged 
: * we are more and 2 gg that nothing can 


* ſave this —_— give to the people 
that happineſs DD 


under Government, a Reform in the Houſe of 


1 


* 4 4 
— . * 1 


* Commons, founded upon the ete: 


90 * Fellow cin, p 

- + The time is now come, when ou mull ether 
© 
* ro your eternal infamy, let it fall to the ground, to 
* riſe no more, hurling along with it every thing that 
is valuable and dear to an enlightened pebple. 
Tou are plunged into a war by a wicked. Mi- 5 


* niſtry and a compliant Parliament, who ſeem care- 


eſs and unconcerned for your intereſt, the end and 


_ -* deſign of which is almoſt too horrid to relate, the 


« deftruQtion of A WHOLE PEOPLE MERELY | 
» BECAUSE THEY WILL BE FREE. - - 
By it your commerce is fore. cramped and 1 


* moſt, ruined. Thouſands and ten thouſands of 

* your fellow citizens, from being in a ſlate of proſ- 
perity, are reduced to a ſtate of poverty, thiſery, 

* and wretchedneſs.— A liſt of bankruptcies, une- 
N * in any former times, forms a part in the . 


5 


the fabric of Liberty to ſupport it, or. 


PAY. 2 


„„ 
« and, burthenſame. as they are, muſt ſoon be greatly - 
« augmented ;,your treaſure is waiting falt ; the blood 
«of your Brechen is pouring ut, and all this to form - 
« chaing far, a de people, upd evemually to rivet. 
+ them. forever an yourſelves... 

Jo dhe loſs of the iovaluable xights awd peel. 
1 „Jeges which, our fathers enjoyed, we impute this 

An, and calamitous war, our ruinous and 
+ gill growing taxation, e 
« oppredſions | W Bt $9 


790 © 6 Fellow Citizens, 4 Hane . 


i 
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« that is dear and worthy of poſſeſſing as men; by 

your own. oppreſſions ; on the ate and dur. 

ol your ſufferiog brethren; by all that you dread 

S 1H 

' tors. and by all that your poſterity have a right to 

demea from you—to, oin for the | 

« preſeryation of our periſhing * and * reco- 
e 


FURTHER. 262 als 4 wa pal 
ſome time during. the months of June or July afore- 
aid, wickedly and feloniouſiy diſtribute and circu- 
late, or cauſe to be diſtributed or circulated, in Dun- | 
dee, Edinburgh, and clſewhere, a number of copies 
of the ſaid ſeditious and inflammatory writing, print- 
| ed as aforeſaid. PARTICULARLY, the ſaid Tho- 
mas Fiſche Palmer did, ſometime in the month of 
July aforeſaid, o 
W 8 e e ruddi 
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Ddadee, a nümber or parcel of the ſald ſeditious 
writings, to be by them diſtri- 


tec. A8 ALS0, the aid Themas 
Fiſche Palmer did, on the 20th of July aforeſaid, or, 


und inflammato 
buted and circ 


3. 


the ſaid ſedjtious and infla 


— Tdindbirgh, 100 ed 1 85 teby;” of 
atory writing, to be by 


- kim, diftributed and circulated ; and which accord- 
ingly, or the greateſt part theledt were by him dil. 


- tributed and circulated. ' AS ALSO, the ſaid Tho- 


mas Fiſche Palmer did, ſometime in the month of 
July aforeſaid, deliver to each of Edward Leſlie and 
Robert Miller, both ſtatioders and bookſellers in 


one or other of the days of that month, tranſ- 
"to James Smiton wright in Newburgh, and 


 obunty of Fife, 20 copies, or thereby, of thi aid fe. 
 dirious writing, to de by tit diſtributed” and cir- 
culated; and which" accordingly. were diſtributed 
and circulated by the ſaid James $miton amotig fe- 
Voeral perſons i© the neigübourhöbd. AND' the faid 
Thomas Fiſche Palmer having, upon the ad and 34 


days of Auguſt 1793, been brought before Harry 


' Davidſon, Eſq ; Sherriff-Subſtitute-of the ſhire of E. 
| dinburgh, he did in his preſence emit a 
; which the ſaid Thomas Fiſche Palmer having refu- 
- fed to ſubſeribe, was figned by the faid Harry Da. 


vidſon, WHICH declaration, together with ſeve < 
copies of the above mentioned ſeditious and inflant. 


. miatoty wiiting, whereof three of them atteſted on 


the, back by the fignature of the ſaid Harry David- 


_ fot) and others; two of them ſo atteſted by Alex- 


ander Riddoch EIN Provoſt of Dundee, and 0. 


— — . ͤ—ͤXœãæI K:—·b1ꝙb T 


_. thers; another of them ſo atreſted by Thomas Horſ. 
bar. Sherif-Subſttute of Fife, and others; and 


ome F- 
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mother mg tmratig vo net by Wil- 


n 8 2 Ry ry 7 71 174.8 N 


if 1793, figned., T. F. 5 
dreß, and beginning My dear Friend; which two 


Un 


and ſore dealer in Ediobungh, and atteted by. „ 
laid Alexander Morrin, Harry: Davidſon, and ohe: 


| together, with, the ſcroll. of. à letter, ſeemingly ad- 


dreſſed $0 the ſaid Thomas Fiſche Palmer by the ſaid, | 
Alexander Morria, and found in the cuftady of the faid, 
AlexanderMorrjo,and atteſted by his ſubſcrigtign ang, 


| that of the ſaid Harry Davidſon aforeſaid ; together. 
Vith three; other letters, one dated the 3d of Jahr, 


1.793-ſigned with the initials. of E. F. P. and — drel 
ſed. to,” Mr. Ellis, at James Ellis's taymaker; Chapel, 
ene, Tp e "the fad. 
Alexander Riddoc 1 another, dated Don- 9 
dee, July 9. 1793, x F. 0 and ad-, 2 
drefled...* to Mr, Skirying, oppoſite Old Amt 1. 4 
. Cloſe, Congate; d. Another, dated, 29th July. 

Wer, but without any ad- 


* 


laſt letters above mentioned are reſpectixely atteſted 


dy the ſignature of the ſaid Harry Davidſon, and o- 


thers z. as allo, a letter, figned James Ellis, dated 
Paiſley, March 18, and addreſſed to James Ellis ſtay- 


maker, above St. Francis's Well, Dundee; which hk 
letter is atteſted by the ſignatures of Thomas Fur. 
 quharſon and William Monerieff, together with a 


book, atteſted, by Ne 6 AT William Airth, 


$3,444 


D ran ew Pane, . 
mene due time with the det of the 
Juſticiary. before which he to be tried, 
LE eee 
1 times and places afbreſtid, the faid 
ſeditioos und inflammatory writing was wickedfy and 
feloniouſly COMPOSED and PRINTED; or cauſed 
to be compoſed and printed; us  alfo, wickedly and 
felonioufy DISTRIBUTED and CIRCULATED, 
or cauſed to de diſtributed and circulated; in man- 
ner foreſaid ;' and the faid Thomas Fiſche -Palmer, 
bote complained upon, is guilty actor, or art" und 
part, of all, and cach, or one, or other of the fote- 
La einde, Aich, or part therent, being 
verdiet of an aſſine, before our 
© Gegen, Lord Juſtice Clerk, and Lords 
of Juſticiaty, in & Circuit Court of Jul: 
 ticlary to be holen by them, or any une 

their number, ift the criminal Court-houfe, of Perth, 
the rath September next to the ſaid Thomas 
Fiſche Palmer OUGHT to be puniſhed with the 
paſns of law, to deter otherg from committing tho 
iu files in hn IP, n 
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ſent or lately em ih roving w noh be- 

longimg u Jobſon, Miller, and/Compury/\cot< 
eee eee, ne ee re 
2. Wiege, Moncrieff, one of the town-oflivers in | 
eee CE ee That T am Ke 
* ame Veumen, baker at Scouring- Bum, near 
2 rn. Tf v 6 „Urin * AL 
" Williain' Stewart weaver in Dundee. 

7 Deow Harm merci Tun of Dans, 
$. George Mealmaker welter in Bünde: 
7. Thomas Fry wWsbmaker in Dundee. 

8. d "Phowmis Donghlſon' "miniſter af 'rhe-goſpet 
Wont, Ges adi ojs: ee Do 


9. Edward Leſlie ftationer and bookſtller in Dan. 


A. 1 BY 0144 N 2 Nen a por 8 


10 [Rodent lunes hase and bookſeller Dos 


— 


. * 


W e 
12. William Airth weaver in Dundee. 
13. James Ellis cotton-ſpinner in Glaſgow, at pre- 


"ent reliding in the houſe of 1 ſaid Thomas 5 


Fiſche Palmer. 
14. James Ellis ſtaymaker in Dundee. 2 
15. George M Intoſh, clerk to Hugh Handyſide mer- 
chant in Edinb urg. 
16 William Middleton meriff- officer in Edinburgh. 
17. Alexander Morrin grocer ä in 
Edinburgh. _ 
18. John Marrin printer in Ediaburgh. . 


2 


7 


— 


in —— — e 
—— vcr fans in Edinburgh. 
22. James Smiton wright in Newburgh. in the pa- 
riſſ of Newburgh, and ſhire of Diſe 
23. James Fiſher, ſchoolmaſter at Newburgh afore- | 
5; aid. 0 LT! 339 33 e navy, © Bp nal 51 
Bt John Harrowsy innkeoper at Newburgh afore- | 
ſaid. UW LT We, W or Hy 3 
25. — ee, the | 
county of Edinburgh). gr ELITES. * 
26. Joſeph Mack writer in Edinburgh... h 
27. "Alexander Riddoch,” Ef; provoit of Dundee. | : 
* William Scott procurator-fiſcal of the county of 
"Edinburgh. ' 7 . nn 
2s. 2 M Duff ſhoemaker at de of Turret, 
aol in the pariſh n and w ok 
Perth. 
30. William Rin ern s the ad bebe 


mer 12 ol A WLSTERE. 7; 


dhe, „5 — ___ — — — — — * — 
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| ae KY 
Tp puny 4x57; N my ot end PEE 
"Francis MiNab: of MNab/ con muntarmel: 
Charles Campbell of Lochdochart mig 
Hope Stewart of Ballechin Kehr & 3 
Charles Grant of Kinnaird + ont 
5 Lieutenant Adam Stewart of Cluny. 
Robert Stewart of Clochfoldich 1D. 
John Stewart of Croffinount | "8 ee 


1 


v1 


10 „ William Stewart writer in Pertn 
James Moriſon merehant there 
Daniel Ste wart writer there 
0 John Fiſher writer there | 825 
Thomas Kinloch of Cairn 8 
David Laird of „ N 
Hercules Taylor, Eſq; Montroſe 
Alexander Ferrier of Kintrocket 3 
| 20 John Duncan of Roſebank ' 0 
5 David Anderſon of Balgay 
ohn Ouchterlony, Eſq; Montroſe 
Alexander Lamond merchant in Montroſe 
SGeorge Mackie merchant in Montroſe 41 
25 David Cook merchant in Dundee | 
Robert Miller bookſeller there - 


William Robertſan, junior, merchant in ; 
broath 


William Miln merchant there . 
Gilbert Pennycook merchant in Brechige 
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| the Honourable Robert Lindſay of Lenchars | 


Col. John Thomſon of Carleton 


a Ne ee 
James Lumfſdkin'of Innergelly eU 


35 Alexander Duncan of Caflefield ed 


I Patrick Lindſay of Coats. Ae est 0 \ 
Andrew Johnſton — — 
Alexander Can en uf Babes K 

Alexander Wood merchaut in Elia 
40 James Chalmers merchant there 20 if * 
lohn Fair writer in Colinſburgh nr off A; 
Andrev / Whyte/writer in Crail 2 . 
Cathcart . 

EKobert Key merchant there 

45 Alexander Bunthron of Edenſgr ore. 90 
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Mums ee Dine hr lit next. If 
e | 
Fyſhe Palmer, for ſeditious practices. | 2255 7 
Mr. Hasch (Counlel forthe Panbel) My Lords, the _ 
vel at the bar is Thomas Fyſhe Palmer, bots ment tos "7 
not apply to that gtattetian. __ 
Loxp Eaxcrova---We wilt hens ket, whether ke OY guil- | 
ty, or not guilty, * 
Mr. Haaghir.—Ere is not the perfor, my Lond. 
Lox ö of form the inet math” 


* 


Fan eee 
in this indictment, or not guilty ? - | No 
Fe- an no: the perſon, named in_the i. ; 
ment. 

Tas Kaxanovs---And that you plead. e | i 

Mr, Faraa.--Ves, yo 2006 | = 1:3 


1 t 


* 
"8 W N ond 
Mr. — My Lats. the 7 now ; before your Lord. 
ſhips is of the laſt importance; it directly relates to the Liberty 
of the Preſs, that moſt invaluable privilege of a Britiſh Subject. 

I wiſh the part allotted to me in this caſe had been in better hands: 
circumſcribed iy point af time; my ſituation, not having 
recourſe to mady authorities, but a ſenſe of profeſſional 

duty. could have induced me to pa Aas appearance now be- 
fore your Lordſhips. But, my Lords, knowing that I ſhall re- 
ceive -indulgence from the Gn ourt, and expecting, in a caſe of 
the magnitude of which the preſent is, aſſiſtance from the Court 
itſelf, come forward, and with confidence; to ſubmit to your Lord 
. hips, that, if certain preliminary objections which 1 ſhall ſtate 
are over-ruled by the Court, I ſhall make out, that the libel is 
not relevant. Now, my Lords, the preliminary objections which 
occur in this caſe ate two; In the fir/ place, to the name, the in- 
dictment is laid againſt the Rev. Thomas Fi che. Palmer... Naw, - 
my Lords, i is very true hat there is in the county of Eſſex a 
reſpectable family of that name, but from that family the Pan- 
nel bas not the honour to deſcend. I can prove by ample * 
mony, that his name js Fy/he Palmer; differing in no leſs than 
two letters, in the name in the indictment, from that of the Pan- 2 
nel. He is called in the inditment Fiſche; ; the Pannel's name 1% 
Fy/he, differing, your, Lordſhips ſee, in.no leſs than two lexters., : 
from the name that is in this indictment. Vour Lordſhips will f 
. obſerve Fats iy the. middle of the MAY there are the letters 


Yo Lene Tat i is, c is "brought i in 8 ought not e 
be there, and there is ; in the place of the y. 1 | 
Mr. Haccarr—Now, my Lords, if there be any one "thing 4 
more important than another, in the caſe of a criminal i indi- 
ment, it is the name of the Pannel.. And, my Lords, a variety 
of decifions have been provounced by your ö in other 
caſes of leſs importance than this, where objections of a very trif- 
Nog nature have been ſuſtained ; for inflance, i in the voted caſe of 
Deacon Brodie there was an obietiton ſuſtained to a witneſs ; ſhe; 
was defigoed Hibbert, inſtead of Hebbert ; there, there was only 
one letter different 3 but in the caſe even of a witneſs, which 1 
apprehend to be of leſs i importance than this, that objection was 
unanimouſly ſuſtained. I have a variety of other caſes which I 


a 


2 
4 X 


Yu 


* 
KX 


* 
: 


N 


2 


| an e's mernion to your Lordiilp; W. n 


ander a moſt reſpectable profeſſor; were endes voufingt to debe 


CC 


year, there was this objection lated, that the witneſs” "was Ye. 
' fgned Ader/on, inftead of Anderſon, one letter being omitted; * 
but the objection was likewiſe there ſuſtained. ' 


197 | pe " 


Fource that T km ſure will not be diſputed” by tay brother on be 
other fide; it comes from the fountain where; laſt ſellon, he and I, 


the principles of criminal lam. : 5 AG 
Now, my Lords, in à Cale which occured befdre the Ugh X 
Court of Juſticiary, upon the 29th of Auguſt 1791, there was a — 
perſon adduced of the name of Law, but it was hs gory oe there i 
was there a miſtake in the name. E | 

Lon Exonove—Was it in the name of a cet, ora N 


el $4 GS; * 


nel. l | : 
Mr. Haccaxr—Tt was the OP mn a witneſs, in the "caſe of H 2 

; Smith; the perſon there was defigned Lat, inflead of Low there, 9 
there was a difference of but one letter, here there is a differenes "Mi 
of two letters. And in a caſe of the name of Wilſon, the ſame 1 


No, my Lords, theſe are four of a variety of "cafes; wed; 


might be referred to. But, my Lords, in a caſe of this kind, T ö 


don't wiſh to take up the time of the Court. T would mention, 


however, that the regulation of 16/2 can have no meaning, un? .?. 


leſs it be, that the proper names, and the proper defiguations be 
gives. Bot ts gw 66 the miſt Nabbte perfol ot our” Macy, "69"- 
the firſt appearance of a criminal inditment, to che 8076 chapter 

of the „there it is required, that all the requi- 


fites of a criminal libel ſhall be anſwered. But this I muſt inſiſt, * 


that the indictment, bearing the name of Fiſche Palmer, as the 
Pannel's name, is not (as is atteſted by a certificate under the 


| hands of William Steel Maxey, of Northill, Bedfordihire, taken 
© out of the Pariſh Regiſter,) the name of the Pannel, but that his 
name differs in two letters, as 1 have already mentioned. But, 


in addition to this certificate of the Punnel's name, I have to pro- | 


duce to your Lordſhips, authority of a different kind, if written. 


authority is not ſufficient,-Mr. Palmer is a man of letters, and 


well known in the literary world as an author, and 1 have one 


of his productions to produce in Court; but if this ſhould not be 

deemed proper evidence, which I ſubmit to your, Lordſhips is | 

NOR os eo eG that the 4 
0 Ss 


EVE iy tabs 175 M 1 


ee this sener . esl and. ho: 
- hourable family in Edex, and that the army of that family, and 


mn of the family of my Client are perfectly different. 
Mr. naar frbe 3 put of hi ne name, or 


| dis Curname ? 


Mr. Ha4gaz7,—1 don't anſwer Urs in of Bs en. 

ond Eetoroyg Wüy not?: 

Mr. Hyogantl ſubmit to your Lordſhip; itis not Cain 
upon me to give any information of that kind; the learned gen- 
Yeun himſelf ought to be able to anſwer that queſtion. | 

But, my Lords, I ſhall mention another objeQion before I fit 
re which is inſurmouptgble z for, next to that I'bayealready 
" fated, it is an indiſpenſible requiſite, that the. Pannel ſhould be 

a with. a truelcopy of the libel, as bu, 
tion in 1672. | 

My. Lords, I hald in my hand the an . ee the 
- Panne), and in one part there js a total deviation in words, and 
| in ſenſe. Now 1 ſhall mention to your Lordſhip: what that is, | 
Wow Layhig nib Gul 6 dun the hr re 
beſt paragraph of the Hand Bill. | 

Lord Exzaroya—lE thero are. any witneſſes berg, bor, or 8, 
gainſt this gentleman, they are deſired inftantly to come into the | 
Place, appointed for them; and if they remain here after this nor / 

- tice they will be committed to priſon z and they will have * 
wen ume pen 1 30 


| 100 [The Clerk read] ET 


4 Vriends asd Follow! indian who by your loyal 0 
ſteady conduct in theſe days of adverfity, have ſhewn that you | 
* are worthy, of at leaſt ſome ſmall portion of liberty, uud you 
e addre(s your language, and tell our fears... 
Mr. Hagoarr—Now my Lords, in the copy ſet ved upon the 

| Panel, it is unto you we addreſs your language, totally differ. - 

ent in words, in ſenſe, and in every difference that I can poſſibly 

conceive, If they were their own words that they were addreſ- 
sing to them, this Pannel could not have been brought to your 

Lordfhips" bar for addreſfing bis words; but it is unneceſſary to 
| ilbuſtrate,—the —— itſelf 3 is vg" en e uf : Ide 3 who "_—_—_ 
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an ſure it will not be argued op the other ide, that there ih, 
a pointed, a cleat, and indiſputable variation, And, my Lord, 
upan that ground, I do likewiſe ſubmit to your Lordſhips, that 


- je kimpolfble chat his ie ee, in the fel place; can apply ts b 
the Panyel at the bar y or, if that objeRtiop ſhopld be got oper, 


that that improprigty, that capital miſtake in the word your im 


bead of one, ought undoubtedly to caſt this indiftment. . 
Mx. Maccoyocur,--My Lords, it does not appear to me, that 
| the odjection deſerves any ſerious conſideration z. the learned 


Gentleman ſeems, with all his ability, incapable'of ſtraining his 
voice to the difference, of pronunciation of the name, and, as far 
as my powers of pronunciation go, I cannot find any poſſibility 
of making a diſtinction; they appear to be pronounced the ſame, 


I don't ſuppoſe the Public Proſecutor could have an opportunity 


of knowing, nor had he any occaſion to enquire. into what was the 
particular mode of ſpelling the name of that Gentleman. And 


it would be a. ſtrange thing, if the public juſtice of the country 
was to be diſappointed, merely becauſe 4 Gentleman choſe to 
| Hell bis name in a particular way. | RK 


do bothweetes that bene hoouefind, map Lande [2 think-j 


| bardly neceſlry 20 make any obſervations, 88 


In the firſt caſe cited, they were two e nomess Dow 
and Law are as different names as can be conceived of; and when 
the Pannel was defired to'enquire-after a witneſs of the name of 


Law, he was put upon a falſe ſcent. I ſhould therefore ſuppoſe _ 


that, in the caſe of a'witnels, there can be no doubt but that 


| was an improper deſignation ; aud, in the caſe of a Pagnel, the _ 
name being perfectly different would be a ſufficient ground for 


the objeQion being ſuſtained ; but ag is the difference ein 


I bere ſeems none. 


With reſpect — 1 1 obje&tion, ſoppoſe the Proſecutor 


| was to paſs from that part of the charge entirely. I ſuppoſe that 
is not the paſſage in the indictment upon which he wholly relies; 


but they do addreſs language, which language is circulated, and 
forms the giſt of the indictment; we bave no ſuch thing in our 


la as the doctrine of Joefailes, which the Gentleman, I dare 


fay, is very learned in, but it ſeems totally different from the 
ſpirit of our Jaw, which aims at the ſubſtance. 


/ 


\ 
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2 — Lords, 1 Wo byte 4 belt bes 
been now ſo properly Rated; that the objection which has juſt | 
been urged by'the Counſel for the Pannel, reſolver into this, not 

chat there is any error in the defignation of this man, not that 
dere is · any doubt to whom this inditment applies, but the ob- 
jection that has been urged is, That there bs an error in two letters 
in the Chriſtian name of this Pannel. It happens thitt the Pro- 
ſecutor has ſpelt it Fiche, in place of what Mr. Palmer now 
cäyʒhuſes to ſay it ought to Rave been; In what fituation does this 
"Gentleman appear at the bar ? There | are productions here, | 
Which 1 ſhall have occaſion to Rate to the Jury as written evi⸗ 
dence, in which he bas written bis name T. F. Palmer. This 

Sentleman, ſo long as he has been in this country, has not fa- 

voüred us with ſpelling bis name; he pleads that we have not 

ſpelt his name right; it was utterly impoſſible for the Proſecu- 
tor to know what was his Chriſtian name when he Wrofe it in that 
manner. Had we erred it the prbper name of this man, had we | 
erred in his defignation, then it would not appear to whom the 
indictment applies; but this is an error in a ſmall addition which 

| he has choſen to give to the nate of his family, I underſtand - 

| his proper name und family is that of Palmer. Now ſuppoſe 
this Gentleman's name had been Stewart, ſome ſpell it without 
a w, and ſomo ſpell it with 4; ſuppoſe his name had been Stew- 
art, and he had been uſed to ſpell his name with the w, 1 ſub⸗ 

mit to your Lordſhips, it would not have been u valid objection 
to this indictment, that it Was ſpelt Sraart; but, my Lords, 
Buße i is the mere Chriſtian name of this man; it is not his pro- 
per name, it is not the name of his family. And, my Lords, 
there is alſo the __ of Swithy Tine war it with a," and _ | 

\ fpell it with an p get 

. My Lords, another objection is, That the record 907 of the - 
| adiAment differs from that ſerved upon the Pannel. Had the 
record copy charged bim with murder, and Had he been ſerved 


* 


With an indiftment charging him with edition, here wotd have - 

deen a diſconſonance heh you aA _ go "on Wer! 
et a N. l 

© Under theſe ares 1 ſubmit, your „ Lordthips cannot 

Fſten to the objſections, there being no material deviation; and 


though, by the law'6f England, which does er hen give l. 


Tye 2 t | 8 
Tet to matters of form, and often leaves out the fabftantial part. 
of an indiftment of this kind, though it might be ſuſtained there, n 


: yet the practice of this e ene r 
ther country.. men 7%: 
Mr. Haogaar——My Lende, 7 por Noth which 4 been, | 
made by the Council for the Crown, are thoſe anſwers which I; | 4 
 expeted 3-7 a they, bad no ſufficient anſwer to give, me upon | 
principle, they, took. the liberty of ſlating their owp opinion, 
and pretty, ſtrongly their own; averments,. in oppoſition. to my 
authorities; e ee, hai opinions eh, 
not alter them. 2 
I e gratleman, bes id, that Mr. . iy 
in his practice of writing his name, bad only written, T. F. Pal-, 
wer; that is a miſtake, and I did not expect it to have been its 
| ated, for be muſt know that, when this-gentleman underw enn 
a formal examination, he did ſpell his name at length, Thomas | 
Fyſhe Palmer: In the publication that I hold in my hand, it is 5 
ſpelt in the ſame way; let them dey, that fakt if they can. * 
My Lords, the name of Eyſhe is the proper name of his fa- 
mily, and I will tell your Lozdſhips his ratia, though Lam not 
bound to tell the Public Proſecutor; I will tell your Lordſhipz, 
that this gentleman's father was the firſt who changed his name : 
from Fy/be.to, Palmer; ſo that. I de ſubmit to your Lordſhips 
wy objectious ſtand unconfuted ;. and, I do truft they will be at- 
15 tended to by your Lordſbips, in an important caſe of this kind. | 
Lord Esxaxovs,—The whole i import of this objection, were it, 
founded in;the-ftrongeſt degree, would not avail this gentleman, 
for it would have no other effect than to poſtpone his trial fifteen. 
| days longer, till there could be gat another Indietment; and he 
would be committed. to priſon, thexefore it is a matter of mere 
| 108 whether your Lordſhip would ſuſtain this objection. 
Wich reſpect to the merits of it, the inſtances that baye. been 
given are certainly applicable to the caſe of witneſſes ;—witneſ, 
| ſes are brought. into court to give evidence for, or againſſ a party, | 
the trial is commenced before they. come, and there is no ſuch 
thing as poſtponing- the trial, if he is not properly brought be- 
fore the court; and when a man of the name of Thomas is cal- 
led ns a witoeſs,, and his deſiggation is James, he is a perſon not 
en and the lam will not allow a man to. volunteer, ta 
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A er give evidence without he'is competiod 4s come; ww. 
would be 's final decition of the marret, ard the dchtt dun ge dn, 

| therefore, not one of theſe 'objeAions meet the-prefeat caſe, 
Which is that of an alledged error in the name of "the perſon 
brought 'before the court, which; if ſuſtsined, would only an- 
fiver the purpoſe of x few days detay : Hut even were they caſes 
of the Tine nature, and were they obſections to the Patinel, a 
well as to witneſſes, they would none of them meet the'preſent” 

' caſe, In the caſe of Brodie's trial, 1 had the honour to fit upon 
the bench; there, it was the cuſe of 'n man whoſe* nume was 
known to all the people there, to be a different name from that 
which he wis defigned; and the fümiliet were well Enown to 5 

de as diſtinct us the names und fumflieb of any two, geutlemen iu 

| dis court; there was not a man in court who did not Kidw that | 
the family of Low und Law'were different; but if we were to 

"regard ſuch circumſtances as rhefe, we ſhould” involve judicial 

| in endleſs confiifion. kf « perfon wrote the name 
of Stewart ads applicatle to the office of Steward, and thought 
it afterwards better to call it Stuart; and an jiüdfctment was to 
come againft bim by the name of Stewart, ani ir had been ob- 
 efled to, would it not be & ſtrong aufer to ew that the name 
v formerly Stewart; and we know very oftęn, in tlavy cafes, 
the pronunciation is the fame; and this name Fyeſhie, no rn 
would pronounce it differebtiy, write It in any way, it would Rf = 
be a Fiſh. Your Lordſfüp's on Sirname is often wrote by per- 
ſons with a. y 1 the end of N, inſfead of ic, and the ſawe 
my on name; and yet no man would heſitate to ſay they meant” | 

' the ſame; therefore this objeAlior ic nor ar all applicable tothe 
caſe; it is written in a pronunciation that denotes the perſon 
He has not produced any man elſe; who is alte 8 Unitariao Mi.” 
niſter, and alſo ſometime re in Dundee; be bas brought uo 

ſuch other perſon before your Lordſhip: and if there was any 
error at all, I muſt Jook to the indiftment, and I ſee « variety of. 
writings produced which are all Sgved T. F. Palmer, I Wuff 
hold it as full in evidence, that theſe are his writings, Id which” ö 

Palmer being the principal name, T. F. is ſufficient, to be ſure; 
but chat don't ſhew whether it l. written with an / or a —Flere 

/ bs another circumſtance that is remarkable, and that is, that 
| there was = declaration taken D IO. 


1 t 25 ] | 
| Mere this gentleman was called to anſwer queſtions put to him, 
nnd after it was taken down, he thought en 
name, perhaps with a vie w to this objection. 
Mr. Half. He was illegally spprebended; my Lord. 
Lord Exxdrove.—It is no ſigu of inndcence When a Pannel A 
refuſes to ſign his Hane. Your Lordſhip knows too; that, under 
this name of Thomas Fiſche Palmer, when brought before the 
Sheriff, he found bail; and if he was not the perſon, why is he 
there? He is there to anſwer to the name of Thomas Fiſche 
Palnier, and be acknowledges himſelf to be the perſon by com- 
ing to this bar; and therefort, my Lord, che geatletian at the 
4 bas, if he was diſmiſſed from it, it would only be for a few days. 
I don't find fault with gentlemen in every caſe for waking ob- 
je&iotis, far from it; but I ani perfectly clear there is nothing 
in this objeMion. With reſpe&t to the other, it is an Errot In 
reciting the publication; in the f place, I think it is not re- 
levant in this caſe; but were it relevant, I ſhould confider it a 
good deal upon the evidence the gentleman offered to prove 
their objections, namely, this certificate mendicated from a fo- - 
reign country, and the publication denying the Godhead of 
Chriſt, which this gentleman has put a name to Thomas Fyſhe 
Palmer, and he fubſcribes at the end T. F. Palmer: Whether 
that is his publication or not 1 don't know; be it not impeached 
here for denying the Godhead of Chriſt ;—but, as to its wr, 
produced in proof of a fact of that ſort, in a Court of Juſtice, I 
fay, it is an objection not relevant to the nartitive of the fact 
charged againſt him, that he wrote and pabliſhed ſuch and fuch 
feditious paſſages and ſpeeches; but it is ſaid, that there is 
an error in reciting one of theſe publications, in ſaying, the 
words are, © You who by your loyal and ſteady conduct have 
che wn that you are worthy of at leaſt ſome ſmall portion of l- 
berty.“ Now, I preſume the Public Proſecutor, if he found- 
ed upon any part of this paragraph, it would be upon what I 
have now read ; for the following is not a very important pact, 
it is © unto you we addreſs your language and tell our fears'— 
fo that it makes it nonſenſe, for I don't know any man who ad- 
dreſſes the language, not of E but of another 9 FN 
. tek the HUBS. na 
9 * W . "LL; . 
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it en to the gentlemen to lay, but they was 
moet. with another thing that will puzzle them even upon that, 
for it is mentioned, that there are ſo-many copies lodged in the 
Clerk's bands; and perhaps the error may not appear in thoſe 
capies. | My Lord, I therefore think chat, upon the whole, there 
5 is as little. ground for this objection as for the bit, hp | 
_ AvpzxcronBre,—L agree with your N in che ob- 
| ſervations that your Lordſhip has made, Had Mr. Palmer been 
_ called as a witneſs upon the trial of another perſon, and had 
been called Thomas Fiſche Palmer, and properly defigned a Uni- 
\ tafian Miniſter, I think it would be no objection to his being re- 
ceived as a witnels,, though there was the molt fatisfaftory evĩi- 
dence of a diſconſonance in ſpelling the name of Fyſhe. _ 
With, regard to the ſecond objection, it is a mere recital in 


the indiment of the publication Ubelled, that does not abe 
| the. charge againſt, him in any reſpect; and more eſpecially, as 
copies of that publication are referred to in the indiAment, 1 
** therefore free to ſay there is no ground for the objections. 
4 Eexczovs.—Mr, Palmer, theſe objeftions being repelled, 


1 aſk, you/again, Are you guilty, or are you not guilty ? 


. PALAuEX.—1 em not guilty, my Lord... 2 
„M. Haccaxr.—My: Lords, in what I am further to take 4 
of ſtating to the Court, I hope 1 ſhall meet with the ap- 
| probation of both your Lordſhips. I certainly did not mean t 
ſtate any thing that was not of importance, and if I have erred, 
It is becauſe L conceived it to be my duty to my client. M 
Lords, the preceding objections being over · ruled, I now come 
0 the objections which occur to the relevancy of this indiQ- 
ment; and, my Lords, in arguing upon the relevancy, it is necef- 
fary to ſlate the faQs, as taken for granted, which is labouring: 
under a very great diſadvantage ; and, if in any cas it is ſo, i 
| is peculiarly fo in this, that it ſhould.go to trial, when toſtead of 
my-olient being the author of the Hand Bill, he does not bear 
thay character; but, taking the facts as they are ſtated in this in- 
diQment, it comes now to be conſidered by your Lordſhips; in 
the: fir/ place, Is this indictment accurately and properly laid? 
Secondly, Suppoling it to be accurately and properly laid, is the 
matter contained in that indictment, upon the face of that in- 
difiment, is it libelious; yea, or not. If I ſhould ſucceed in 


* 
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the gent place; that the crime laid upon the fate of that indie 
ment, erden the ene Tango e bie, c. 

My Lords, — the 6 Jo Lordſhips whit rat, 
lers for liberty have been our forefathers ; though they hays 
ſometimes ſuffered forms to give way, yet iu che ineffiddblke trial 
dy Jury they have ſtuck to minute form; from the moſt remote 
period that we can trace in criminal libels, the fyllogiſtie form 
Has been 'adhered to; and, excepting one ſolitary" rial, where 
the contrary practice took place, there is no one inſtance to be 
found of the form being departed from. Now « fyllogifm''con- 
#fts, as your Lordſhips well know, in a major and minor propo- 
mion ; the major propoſition muff contain, what is the crime 
that'is meant to be charged; the ctime is ſet forth in the major 
propoſition, aud the fats charged in'the minor rr moſt 


| make out that crime which the major ſets forth. | 
Nom, my Lords, allow me to call your Lordfhips? attention to 15 


the major 3 in this indictment; the words of the mejor 
propoſition are, + Whereas by the laws of this and every other 


* well governed realm, the' wickedly and felonioufly "WRIT. 


ING or PRINTING, or the 'caufing to be WRITTEN and 
< PRINTED; ady ſeditious of inflamtüntory writing, calculated 
to produce a ſpirit of diſcontent in the minds of the" people a- 

> gainft the preſent happy Conſtitution and Government of this 
Country, and to rouſe them up to acts of outrage and violence, 
* by infidiouſly calumniating and mifrepreſenting the meaſures of 
*'Government, and falſely and ſcditiouſly Jullifying and vindicat- 


* ing the enemies of our country, with whom we are at open wars 


„A8 ALSO, che wickedly and fe loniouſſy DISTRIBUTING |, 
, and CIRCULATING, or the CAUSING to be diſtributed 
and circulated, any ſuch ſeditious and inflammatory writing, are 
* erimes of an heinous nature, dangerous to the N peace, and. 
* ſeverely puniſhable: ??: 
Now, your Lordſbips will ſee where all this is pointed at; * 
is directly and poſitively ſaid, that the ſeditious writings here al- 


iuded to, muſt be calculated to inflame the minds of the people | 


3gainlt the 6 and government of this country. 
D ij 


points, in the fr place, that it is bet 4cctrately BA wh We. - | 


2 
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e eee ee 
i the minor propoſition, which I ſuppoſe; for I can ſee nothing 
— elſe ſtated, is this Hand Bill. It is ſaid, this Hand. Bill is an at- 
: tack upon the conſtitution of this country. My Lords, I deny 
that there is any attack upon the conſtitution of this country from 
| the beginning to the end of it. I fay, the moſt perverſe imagina- 
tion cannot diſcover it. I ſay, here is a free animadverſion upop 
: the meaſures of government, I ſay, there is a cenſure upon the 
Houſe of Commons. Ian there is a cenſure upon the execu- 


tive government; but will I be tald, that that is the conſtitu- 


tion of this country ? I fay, that the conſlitution pf this country 
is founded in King, Lords, and Commons z and I ſay, there ig 
not in this paper any inſinuation tending to oyerthrow, or infi; 
nusting an attack upon the conſtitution of this country, as ſp 
conſtituted. I will afterwards ſhew, that the whole intention of 
this was, tq obtain à Parliamentary Reform; but, in the preſent 
ſtage of the argument, ĩt ĩs ſufficient for me to ſay, that the Pro- 
ſecutor has failed to wake qut, in the minor propofifipn, the 
charge contained in the major; he ought to have ſtated other 
faQts, whether true or falſe, in order to have ſupported the ma- 
_ jor propoſition ; he oughy/to have ſtated that my client wickedly 
— ſeditiouſly meant to overthrow the Houſe of Lords, but 
there is nothing of that kind ſtated; and therefore I ſubmit to 
. your \ Loxdſhips, that the minor propobtion cap never apply to 
the major propoſition, which is here {ct forth, 
But my Lords, as I have ſaid, L hold it t be oy inherent 
alot. and I will not he contradicted in it by any body; it is the 
jnvererate, praftice of this copntty to cenſure ſeverely the mini- 
Airy, ot any one department of government. Theſe cenſures 
will be the means of removing Miniſters if they are bad, and 
Will have the ſame effect with enlightened people, who find that 
| heir repreſentatives. are pot what they ought to bez nn 
have that opportunity once in ſeven years, |, | 
My Lords, bolding, therefore, that ſuch 8 not nies 2h 
blameable, but holding, as J do, that it is highly praiſe · worthy, 
that it is highly meritorious in any individuals, who think they 
are injured by any thing under which they labour, to tell their 
fears and alarms, holding that, I ſay, to be meritorious; but if, 
on the contrary, they ſhould exceed juſt bounds, if they ſould 
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ſhould pleaſa che Public Proſecutor to come forward, _— 
id 


5 are guilty of ufing improper and unwarrantable ex 


follows from the very nature af 3 criminal trial, that it is regui- 
fite, that it is neceſſary that the Pannel be pat in poſſeſſian of 
thoſe. facts, vhich are meant to be brought home as criminal a> 
gainſt him, No man, who fits gown to write, can ite under the 
laſh of an imprimatur or 6 licenſer; and, though inaecuracy of - 
expreſſion, or 200 much liberty may be uſed: in one paragraph. 


Jet, if the whole, is meant lor a laudable purpoſe, there is no 
precedent 40 ſhew that that has been found” fault with; but, 


when a criminal charge is brought by a Public? Proſecutor, it 
5s incumbent upon bim, to put the Pannel in a ſituation to know 


what he is to anſwer to; and, if it were neceſſary to illuſtrate 
In this ceſe, What has paſſed already affords a ſtrong proof of the 
expediency of the meaſure. | It was ſaid, that the Proſecutor did 


not mean t found upon that particular paſſage, and that there is a 


variety of matter not libellous the Public Proſecutor will cede 


to me; I ſay, he was called upon in bis duty to ſtate a number 


of inuendos, 28 they are called in England, upon which\he 
meant to draw bis cogcluſion, that the publication was Vbellous z | _ 
| he has totally failed in doing this; and the Pannet is brought to 

Four Lordſhips* bar upon the whole of that Hand Bill. I ſay, 


that that is not a preciſion, and that is not an accuracy that is 


x agrecable to the uſual forms of this court; it is totally averſe to 


the practice in England, as your Lordſhips well know, and I 


am not out of rule in applying to the law of England; for the 


lan of England and the law of Scotland i happily now the fn: 
putts | 


But my Lords, on the fappoition that I ſhould be fo bee . 
4 mes which I ſhall not, 28 to fail in ſatisfying your Lordſhips, 

that there is here not a complete ſyllogiſm ; and, an the ſecond 
place, although I ſhould have failed in ſatisfying your Lordſhips, 
that the Proſecutors have only given me a paper, containing con- 


feſſedly matter that is not libellous, intermixed, as he will aver 
no doubt, with mgtter that is libellous, and upon which he means 
40 found; | ſay, though I ſhould be ſo unfortunate as to have 


- thoſe objections over · ruled, yet my Lords, may I entreat your 


{erious attention to what 1 am now to ſtate, and that is that, ta 
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A **. of this Hand Hill, i eee 
| F mages e e teeny ſatisfied in 
and be will not beſſtnte tu declare, that che whole 
Wope, and the whole burden of this publication is to recommend 
Another petition to Putliament, us/the-petition, which had been 
preſented, was refuſed.” I ſay, my Lords, that there is not only no 
feditious paragraphs in rhis paper, but thut the whole of it con- 
uin in ſubſtances} ftrain of loyalty -i commits 4 ſtruin of 
Adelity and uttachnient to the conſtitution ; there may be ſome 
Lant expteſſious mude uſe of, perhaps, which your Lordihips will 
audetſtand, when you ſee who is the author of this paper and I 
_ think/he could eke together out of newſpapers every word that 
1 in that Hund Billy T think I cbuld cke together” whole ſen- 
tencts, and the whole ſubſtance ſabms to he that of x Journeyman 
weaver-copying what has been ſaid before by his betters; and if 
TIToean fativfy you Lordſhips, which I hope] hall immediately do, 
dat the Whole ſpope of the Hand Bill is not pointed at the ob- 
Jef? charged, —or, in the ſecond place, that, let eee be 
ever {6 firty; ever ſo pointed, of ever u eigen, it is ftom the 
ulage of the firſt authorities of this eountry from the moſt remote 
period; then the conſequence will be, that your Lordſhips muſt 
- difmiſy the libel as hot relevant. If your Lordſhips bave a printed 
£6py of this Hand Bill, I hope your Letdſhips will he able to 
bene me in the obſervations 1 fall have the honour to make. 
©: This Hind Bill ſets out with # Friends and Felle Citi. 
| hart begins with “ At a general meeting of the -Friends 
of Liberty, at the Dundee Berean Meeting Houſe, they una 
mouſly reſolve to publiſh the following Addreſs to theit Friends 
and I am entitled to ſay, that theſe aſſociations have eee 
aud precedents of the higher ſort, as I will by and by take the 
| Hherty of mentioning to your Lordſhips, At this meetiag-houſe, *, 
x ſociety; conſiſting of a number of reſpectable people, of the _ 
_ middling claſſes of ſociety, of manufacturers, mechanics, and o- 
chers, was held in the town of Dundee; and the members of this 
ſociety wiſhed not to be behind others in ſhe wing, that they were 
_ . xealous for the joint cauſe, which your Lordſhips know was a 
more equal repreſentation in Parliament, (whatever their ideas 
may be upon that ſubjeR, I would not undertake to defend that,) 


| ix thoſe people, under the denominativn of Burgeſſes, are en- 


{+ 1 92 
ed ee have ib et eben ought ds be be copeatagintivaychs | 
much as I have. I have declared that 1001. is my ,um, that 
I would be ſatisfied with trying that experiment. I have bn 
endeavouring, for years, to bring down that to be the opinion of 
the inhabitants of Perthſhire z and I hope, though there are per- 
haps one half of them of opinion, that it ought to continue, I hope 
there is nothing ſeditious in_that,—* You, who by your loyal 
and ſteady conduct in theſe days of adverſity, have ſhewn that 

«you are worthy of at leaſt ſome ſmall portion of liberty, unto 
* you. we addrefs our language, and tell our fears: - My Lords, 
| there is furely nothing ſeditious in this, but the noß loyal and 
- eady attachment ; the pen of a Cicero or « Demoſthenes might 
have copied this; and I will ew your Lord{bips thas a great 
Leal of pains bes been taken to collect theſe paſſages together, 
1 and that nothing can be more foreign from ſedition than what 


| Wen poaple Jad is youre! Tn f of: the: virulens ſcandal, or 


malicious efforts of the people's enemies, we will tell you whole 
truths, they are of a kind to alarm and arouſe you out of your 
* lethargy... That portion of liberty you once enjoyed is faſt 
\* ſetting, we fear, in the darkneſs of deſpotiſm and tyranny ! 
Too ſoon, perhaps, you who were the world's envy, as poſſoſt 
of ſame ſmall portion of Kberty, will be ſunk in the depth of 
* Davery aud miſery, if you prevent it not by your well timed ef- 


fort. Thereis a chain of fears, they may be real, they may be 
| imaginary, I care not which; but it occurs to theſe/ deſpending | 


petitioners, who had their petition once refuſed, that this was 2 
moſt terrible ſtroke, and certainly it is a very great diſappoint- 
ment, But is there any thing libellous or ſeditious in this? Then 
40 to the next paragraph, and you will ſee upon what theſe fears 
are founded ; here is another enumeration of grievances, and I 
will ſhew your Lordſkips authorities for it, and I will ſhew your 
Lordſhips the origin of it—* Is not every ne w day adding a new link 
to our chains? Is not the executive branch daily ſeizing new, un- 
precedented and unwarrantable powers? His not the Houſe of 
* Commons (your only ſecurity from the evils of tyrannuy and a- 

* riſtocracy). joined the Coalition againſt you? Is the election of 
eus members either fair, free, or frequent? Is not its indepen- 
© dence gone while it is made up of penſioners and placemen? Now, 
enn the: 9 and what. i 


/ 
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. the clear and undoubted Metten ar 
hie Hand Bill, and the ran upon which theſe alarms, whe- 
Ab& juſt or not, ate founded. We have done dur duty, and 
© are detetmined to keep our poſts, ever ready to aſſert our Juſt. 

righis and privileges as men, the chief of which we account 
the right of univerlat ſuffrage, in the choice of thoſe who ſerve 
ieee mes, Houle of eee; hs enen 'renewat 
of ſach power. 55 nem 
| Fee wot daveerpd og unge by th decigon of he 
\ Houſe of Commons concerning our Petition. It is à queſſion 
„ we did not expect (though founded on truth and rexfon) woufd 
bde ſapported by ſuperior numbers. Far from 3 
| From what? By the rejection of their petition, ſurely,--" Fir 
£ rom being diſcouraged, we are more and more cotivikced thit 
naaothing can ſave this nation from rain, and give to the people 
Ait happineſs which they have a right to look for under Go- 
- *6yernment; but a Reform in the Houſe of Commons, founded u 
on the eternal baſis of Juſtice, fair, free, and equal.“ Ts this 
\a libel upon the conſtitation? I fay, there can be no words better 
adapted; they are forcible, and the occafion required am energy of 
expreſſion to rouſe the lethargic to that meaſure, which it appear- 
ed to this meeting to be proper to take; they might be erronedus, 
but I ſay, they had a right to hold out theſe opinions, as well as 
Locke, or a Hume, or any partizan that ever wrote, or may 
vrite, ot may hereafter exiſt. I might go over the reſt of this 
paragraph, but allow me to cull and ſele& out of this Hand Bill 
- thoſe paſſages which muſt be the moſt libellous, if there be ay 
- libellous matter here, and allow me to call your Lordſhips* at- 
13 tention to the ſource of this libellous matter, if it is libellous. 
— - Your Lordſhips will then attend to the firſt ſentence whick I take 
I for granted cannot be-libeltous.---* You who by your loyal and 
'* ſteady conduct in thefe' days of adverſity, have ſhown that you 
| 4 are worthy of, at leaſt; ſome ſmall portion of liberty, untoyou 
- * ne addreſs our language and tell our fears.” Now, then, follows 
- entalogue of the grievances on which thoſe fears and thoſt ap- 
en vs are founded. Is not every new day adding a link to- 
your chains? What is the meaning of this? The meaning that 

. I underſtand of it muſt be the underſtanding of every body, it is 

che proſpect of accumulating tages. Now in the fituation of this = 


ee 


— 


= Se EE. RO RES. os 


88 8 7 8 8 


ts) 


ceſſarily increaſe that expence, and every ſubje& of this country 


jy permitted to have an opinion as to the neceſſity or impropriety 


of a war; that is the common, and what I take to be the obvi 


_ ous meaning of it; and I dare ſay the author of this peper, whom 


e ee ere er ping oe | 
the ſame. Ke | 

My Lords, A 

here let me take notice, that 1 am aware of an ob- 

jeQtion that will be ſtated. 1 have no doubt, that the liberty of . 


| ſpeech in the Houſe of Commons ig u different thing from mak. 


ing thoſe ſpeeches elſewhere. I am aware of that objection, and 
my anfwyer'to it is a ſatisfactory ane; it is this, that, no doubt, as 
in the caſe of the Archbiſhop of York, who took upon him to ſay, 
that the managets in Mr. Haſlings's tric! ated like a parcel of 
Marats and Roberſpierres, not very decent language for a biſhop, 


but in the Houſe of Commons, when it was argued, they were of 


opinion that he was protected by his ſituation, having a ſeat in, 
the Houſe of Peers, and therefore they did not Libel bim; but 
when it came to be canvaſſed through the detail of newſpapets, 
und it was looked through with an a anxiety, from an 
anxiety that one particular member has, that nothing ſhall be 


fad chat appeurs to be indecent, as/ your Lordſhips well know 


but from accorkte exumination it was found, that theſe wo 

were not indictable aguioft the printer. Then, 2 Lorde, if the 
explanation that I have giveti of theſe words ſhould be faid not 
to be «juſt one, why, my Lords, I 6nd in a tiewſpaper a further 
Wuftration' of it. I don't ſay it is my opinion of the tiatter, but 
I bud other people think of chains more grievous than thoſe of 


_ pecumwvlativg taxes. I will read to your Lordſhips, from tlie 


Star of the 23d February, 1793, and T have a great notion that 
ſome of this Hand Bill has been culled from it. Here is the 
famous ſpeech of u very able and reſpectable member of the 
Houſe of Commons, Mr. Michael Angelo Taylor, on the ſuh- 


Jett of Barracks. He faid, that, in the preſent temper and dif- 
poſition of Parliament, uny motion coming froth that fide of the 


Houſe, jon which he had the Honour to ft, no matter how con- 
Ritutional, he had no doubt would be met with the epithets of 


ſeditious, faQzous, pa ba OT of Ts 


dee eee en imd bo jet tet dey bin nd W * 
_ emulating; the very expenſtve war we are engaged in vill a 


. 2 


3 I have taken the liberty of flating it fully that 1 
may not be charged with quoting partially; and your Lordſhips 


+ will ſee, in what ſtrong language this gentleman ſpeaks of the un, 


_ conſtitutional meaſure of raifing barracks ; that the intention of 
that is, to ſeparate the Randing army from the people, and con- 
 Cequently to bring about and add new, chains, , or. ſtretch the 
power of executive government. Haw far thoſe fears are well 
or ill founded, I don't. give any opinion, but while members of 
Parliament have judged in this manger, and while theſe, Berean 
Mexting-houſe peaple have bad acceſs to newſpapers, I ſay, they 

| have a right ta form any ſpeculative apinions that they chuſe ; 
and eſpecially, when they ſee the, barracks of the tqwn of Perth 
-  , re-building, and there i is a talk, of exeQing barracks in Dundee; 
my Locds, they are certainly entitled, in that language which is 
- uſed in the Houſe of Commons, and which they ſee detailed ig 
penſpapers, they are entitled to hold the dee te 
their meetings, they art entitled to expreſs then. 

Now, my Lords, will your Lordihips be pleaſed 1 * the 

ſecand jinterrogatory, which | apprehend will likewiſe. be ſaid 


ts contain the moſt libellous matter? Is not the executive branch 


daily ſeizing new, unprecedented, and unwarrantable powers ?? 
Now, my Lords, What is the meaning of this ? Why the obvioug = 
meaning of this is, and I will immediately refer to Parliament- 
ary language; but, in the fir place, I would call your Lord- 
ſhips recalleRtipn,. to what has been theſe hundred years paſt 
the language of Parliament. I would go no further back than 
the famous caſe of Mr. Dunning, who argued, that the influence 
of the. crown was increaſing, had increaſed, and ought ta, be di- 
miniſhed 3 why then, if it had not been an improper. power, he 
_ wauld not Park argued ſo long, and at laſt. brought i it about; 
be argued that the jnfluence of the Crown was increafing, had 
Increaſed, and ought to r be was ſycceſeful i 
that argument. 

But, in addition to-this, I may late the ſauree of Mr. Burke's 
famous Reform Bill; and here I may refer your Lordſhips to a 
freedom of ſpeech; that I am ſure Mr. Buke may be much bet- 
ter called upon in a libel than any client. He uſes fuch language 


as this, They pl kings wens Muay ond fd of eee. / 
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nne hens hare of. enge 1 all hn beg loa to 


read a very {mall part of this ſpeech. _ - 


Sir, (addrefling himſelf to the Speaker,) the moſt ſerious © 
 miſchiefs would follow. Kings ro robes. 1 


company.“ 
Lord Esxexovt.—Then low company ſhould me kings. 


„ Hacgaxr, (Continues reading) * en TO 


Se. { See. Appendix, No. 2.] 
What is this but faying, hes tn Moe rev watt; ts; 
low company, but you are ft to take this as a libellous paſſage, 
for which you are to libel him; you are to take it as a part of 


a great- whole, and a moſt glorious ſacrifice did be himſelf make 


upon that occaſion; the great plan being a reform, and at the 
fame time to ſupport thoſe people about majeſty, which he cer - 


My Lords, I will now read to your Lordſhips the ſpeech of - 


and the words that he makes uſe of in this motion upon the pro- 
ſent ſtate of the conſtitution. I ſhall not read the whole of it, 
but he aſſerted, and ſaid, be riſked nothing by the aſſertion, for 
no man would be hardy enough to deny it, and he pledged hitn- 
ſelf to prove it in a Committee of the Houſe, © That all that was 
valuable to the people of this country, all the proviſions which 
© were ſtipulated to ſecure the peace and proſperity, the indi- 
* vidual liberty, and the general property of the people of this 


land, had all been, fince the Revolution, taken away All. 


tainly conceived to be neceſſary for the good of the Monarchy | 
then I ſay, that cannot be held to be ſeditious. - 


Mr. Wharton in the Houſe of Commons, upon the conftitution, 


I 


* : 


— 


Here, my Lords, is the language of a member of Parliament ; | 


and there is a reſpeQable divifion in the houſe, of eleven to 
ſeventeen, I don't mean to juſtify that language, but, ſince that 


in allowed to-circulate, will the Pannel, if I ſuppoſe the Pan- 


nel was the author of it, will he, while others are not found 
fault with for uſing ſuch language, will he be found fault with 

for uſing language not a thouſand times ſo much libellous. ' 1 
ſubmit to your Lordſhips, there is no libel in the matter; it is a 
mere ſpeculative opinion, nnen Fraph-2.7 
is what 1 underſtard by it. 


But, my Lords, laying that aſide, Ge ae JP. the 


E ij 


Kreile Laws a topic of converſation? And e 


EP 


ry 7 eee 
A,, that u great deal of money is raiſed by it, and that, I am ſure, 
z is the only thing that would allow Parliament to continue it; 
hut it muſt be admitted that it is u grievance, and has all along 
been conſidered as an oppreſſiom And now, my Lords, allow - 
me at the ſame time to mention that which every body ſees, in 
| every newſpaper, and bears in every public and private company, 
and what people in their own houſes feel; and lot me call your | 
© attention to the opinion o Black ſtone upon the ſubject; (reads.) | N 
- ogy ee eee eee eee 


el 3] | 
bw rac gg l- main. 85 0 
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F- 


l eee 
Ig guage. of Parliament, the authority of Blackſtone, and, if it were 

not detaining your Lordſhipa, I might quote more authorities, 

for it is the daily prafiibes; but I ſay, upon Mr. Dunving's mo- 
tion, the opinion of Blackſtone, and the ſpeeches in the Houſe 
of Commons, I put it home to your Lordſhips, whather there is 

nau thing ſeditious in it? I fay, it is language chaſte in the ex- 

| hehe eee eee eee ; 
your Lordſhips will not deprive him of. | 
| my Lords, I will refer your G 
terrogatory; if I am taking up tov much of your Lordſhips“ 
pee ue n e. eee, eee that 

I am obliged to go through the whole of it. 

Lord Amann. Take your own time. 

- Mr, Haocaxt,—l am much obliged to de ee 

Lord Apzxczonait—No, you u e eee it is 
your privilege, and your right. 

Mr. Haecanr,—My Lords, le e H 
„not the Houſs of Commons (your only ſecurity from the evils 
© of tyranny and ariſtocracy) joined the coalition againſt you ?* 
And now, let me call your Lordſhips'-attention to n petition 
of the Friends of the People in London to the Houſe of Com- 
mons, on the 17th of May laſt. I ſball not read the whole o 


t 1 


1 3 a mol of f mach err thay a 8 


that is here; but I ſhall. read this paragraph. 
« Your petitioners inform your honourable Houſe, and they y 


| bare ready to prove it at your bar, that they have the moſt ren 


© ſonable grounds to ſuſpett that no leſs than one bundred and If. 
% of your honourable members owe their elections entirely to 


the interference of Peers; and your petitioners are prepared to 


 * ſhew. by legal evidence, that forty Peers, in defiance of your 


« reſolutions, have poſſeſſed themſelves of ſo many burgage te- 


_ 5 quees, and obtained ſuch an abſolute and uncontroulled com- 


© mand in very ſmall boroughs in the kingdom, as to be enabled 


' by their own poſitive n “ 


* nourable members.” 


; My Lords, whether 3 1 ane; ive fs 


the language, and that language is not looked upon as libelous 
or ſeditious. And, my Lords, that freedom of ſpeech, when it 
comes into the great vehicle of the preſs, that ſacred covering, 
that the members of the Houſe of Commons have, is taken off, 
and you-muſt take this either as a matter libellous, or nor libel. 
lous in itſelf. My Lords, in addition to this, 1 may call to 


Four Lordſhips' recolleQion what- has been again and again a- 


verred, and the only difference is, whether there are ſeven or 


fourteen; I mean the diſpute of the Nabob of Areot: the only 


FL. 


diſpute I have heard is, Whether he has ſeven or fourteen votes 
inthe Houſe of Commons I pray God, that ſuch language as 


this may be uied again and again, till ſuch a monſter in the cou- 


ſtitution is rooted out. Has not the Houſe of Commons, (your 
only ſecurity from the evils of tyranny and ariſtocracy,) joined 
the coalition againſt you? I do ſubmit to your Lordſhips, that 
theſe inſtances are infinitely ſtronger to authoriſe the language 


here uſed, and will juſtify the uſe which is here made of it. | 


No, my Lords, the next query which follows, (and I hope 
I ſhall ſoon exhauſt the libellous matter ia this paragraph,) is, 
* Is the eleQion of its members either fair, free, or frequent? My 
Lords, if I have made out my other poſitions, which I ſubmit 
to your Lordſhips I have made out, by the ſpeeches in the Houſe 
of Commons, the authority of Blackſtone and others, which I 
ſhall preſently read. I have ſhewn, that the election of its mem - 
bers is neither fair, free, nor frequent, if the Peets interfere, - 


TE 


6 when, conſtitutionally they have ud ditle to. inteaſire; and if the 


Nibob of Arcot has ſo many votes in the Houſe of Commons, 
and when 2 petition, a reſpectable ee eee 


that they will prove it, you muſt take the fact for granted; it 


is a monſter in the conſlitution, . Brett ag | 


neceſſary to bo uſed. to get rid of that monſter. PL AS Gs 


Now, your Lordſhips will allow me, (and I 8 1 chall 


© have done upon this ſubje,) to refer you to the Morning Chro- 
nicle, that I read above, and likewiſe to the Gazetteer which ig 


in your Lordſhips? hand. I ſhall not trouble your Lordſhips with 
repeating them; it is a repetiton of he nk EO 


the ſecond and third in ry. 


The next interrogatory 18,---* Is not its dh ay. 


© while it is wade up of penGoners and placemen? If I — 


ſtand any language: it is juſt a repetition of what was ſaid before, 


that it is the fact is indiſputabley-and-that, being the fact, it can 


be no libel whatever upon the conſtitution. Without troubling = 
your Lordſhips with reading any more quotations from ar 
pers, which I have in my hand, I ſubmit to your Lordſhips,. 


dat talking in the freeſt manner of the depraved ſtate of the Houſe 
of Commons is the language of Parliament itſelf, and will I be 


4 


told, when that is the fac, that I am not entitled to make uſe 
of ſuch language? And I ſubmit to your Lordſhips, it cannot bo 
held to be libellous, or ſeditious. 

Won, my Lords, to go to where 1 loſt off, I hell not troubla 


your Lordſhips with going over the whole of it: We have done 


* our duty, and are determined to keep our poſts, ever ready to 


* afſert our juſt rights and privileges as men, the chief of which 


* we account the right of univerſal ſuffrage,.in the choice of 


| _ * thoſe who ſerve in the Commons Houſe Pos (cage 


frequent renewal of ſuch power. 1700 
Now, my Lords, this your Lordſbips fad;.i is i that 
the right of univerſal ſuffrage ought to be in the people. As I 


have already ſaid, I will not take upon me to ſay, what ought to 


be the ſtate of repreſentation, but this I will take upon me to 
ſay, that they have a right to hold opinions, and that they have 


a right to ſpeak it out; and, as 1 have mentioned already, they 
are as much entitled to have au opinion upon that ſubject, and 
$0 petition Parliament, or to expreſs their fears to their member, 


nas 


"tx. 


jſt as moch as 1 have. Alle e 5 
that upon this point there have been aſſociations at former pe- 
riods, and the language here I take ta be copied from thoſe reſo. 
Jutions. Here is a letter from his Grace the Duke of Rich- 
mond to Colonel Sharman of the Iriſh Volunteers; in Which he 
ſays, The ſubjeR of a Parliamentary Reform is that Which of 
all others, in my opinion, moſt deſerves the attention of the 

p public, as I canceive it would include every other ad vantage 
which a nation can xiſh; and I have no heſitation in-faying, 
© that from every conſideration which I have been able to give 


to this great; queſtion, that for many years. has occupied. my 


mind, and from every day's experience to the preſent hour lam 


« more and more convinced, that the eforing the right-of 'woting - 
' univerſally 40 every man, not incapacicated by nature for want of 
* reaſon, r ;by law for the commiſſion of. crimes, together with 
t annual-eledFrons, is the only reform that can be effectual and 
permanent. I am further convinced, that it is the only reform 
hat is practicsble - There is b publication that never wa 
conceived to be a libel, and ehe language there is more dire 
and pointed than auy thing in the publication nom before your 
Lordſhips. He goes on ta ſay further, that Ir 1s ron rut 
5 PSOPLE AT LARGE THAT I Eurer ar Good; And I am con- 
_ * vineetl,, that the only way to make them feel that they are 
really concerned in the buſineſs, is to contend for their full, 

+ clear, and indiſputable rights of univerſal repreſentation.” 


Nom. my Lords, to go from that to the detail of the meeting 


itſelf, which is directly the form of this Berean Meeting - Houſe 
Society, auly it happens to be at the Thatched Houſe Tavern 
in London, (Reads) At a numerous and. reſpectable meet · 
9 * ing of members af Parliament, friendly ta a conſtitutional refor- 
mation, and of Ta cine, * n 
Cities: Preſent 
| The Duke of Richmond, "The Hon, William Pitt, | 


Lord Surrey, Tue Rev. Mr. Will, | 
| The Lord Mayor, MI. John Horve Tooke, 

\. Sir Watkin _ - Alderman Wilkes, 
Mr. Nujcombe, - Doctor Jebb, 


bir C. Wray, Cr. Ge. 


9 5 


nn That the motion of the Hon. Wil. 
en Pitt, en the 9th Inſtant, for the appointment of a Com- 
tee to enquire into the Rate of the repreſentution of the, 
_ 5 people of Great Britain, and to report the ſame to the Houſe; 
Is ' and allo what Reps it might be necefſary to take, baving been 
* _ # defekted by motion for the order of the day, it is become in: 
- 5 Giſpenſibly neceflary that application ſhould be made to Parlia- 
ment, by petitions from the collective body of the people, in 
their reſpeQive diſtriQs, „ e rey 
5 the Commons Houſe of Parliament. nere 
- | Reſolyed unanimauſly, That this meeting, eoatdonieg Me 6 
general application by the collective body of the people to the 
Houſe of Commons catmot be made before the eloſe of the pre: 
* ſent leſion, is of opinion, that abe ſer/e of tbr prople ſbould 6+ 
alien at ſuch times as may be convenient during this ſummer, 
is order c lay their ſeveral petitions before Parliament early _ 
in the text ſeſſſon, when their Propoſals for s Parliamentary 
* Reformation (without which neither the fiberty of the nation can 
' be preſerved, nor the permanence of a wiſe and virtwour deut- 
* Aration can be facure) may receive that "xaple alt} weary UE 
| ! cnflion, which ſo momentous x queſtion demande“ rl 
My Lords, there is the Reſolution, and Nan 
| | that, your Lordihips know to what extent aſſociations todk place, 
| Vork took che lend; and 1 have here the London Mercury fot 
| 1780, from which 1 will read to your Lordſhips;” 3 
| | which took the lead in chi beet effort for politichl'z6fo 
| was that of Vork. {See dppendiy, No. 5. da! 
| No, I wid er vontidiret ther ns vun hy 
| | thing libellous here? No, my Lords, this petition wos handed 
| ' about in evety part of the'conntry, People of all -deſctiptions - 
| Frere Called forward by theſe high founding names, every man 
| was declared to buve « right to be free, and th! judge for bier 
| Felf. K 
ö 
| 
| 


— — ——EfU— — wU—— — 


1 en W the caty er eee Ghar 
I need trouble your Lordſhips with is this, You are plunged + 
* into a War by a wicked Miniſtry and a compliant Parliament, 

1 t who ſeem careleſs and unconcerned for your intereſt, the end 

= and defign of which is almoſt too horrid to-relate, the deſt: 

| ! tion of u whole people, merely becauſe they will be free. 


| [4] 


part dev rep try ry nah 
3 regerd to the meaſure of the war; but I am fu 

can turn up more pointed averments, and ſtronger language than = 
that which is uſed here in this paſſage ;, and I take it, that no 
perſon will now ſay hut chat, at leaſt, there are great numbers of 
that opinion; even the neceſſity of the war itſelf occaſioned. x » | 
great diſpute in the Houle of Commons, and after the declarn- 
tion of the Miniſter, which your Lordſhips will allow. ne to 
read « üngle pallage from, it is poſſible that theſe people might 
e might eee 


ſelf. - 

Now, it . will be admingd; that the French Rivoly. | 
tion. was looked upon as a. great era of liberty, and there was 
no perſon whatever, but rejciced at the idea. It was the lan- 
guage of every perſon: every body rejoiced at it. That corrup- 
tions have erept io, that epormities have taken place, every per- 
ſon muſt, regret z but at the ſame. time they are entitled to. bave 
opinions z and many reſpectable people have thought that the 
wat yras, puthed too far; and, to go to Mr. Pitt himſelf, be fa 
in his ſpeech in the Morting Chronicle, that. if be was to 72 
| yulge the opinions of thoſe with whom - * he knew ot 

boy he beat be able to ico , „ 
e . | 
unleſs, 1 14 we ſhall have to contend with to the 

lateſt hour of our lives. Why, my Lords, that exprefiion was- 
taken hold of, as your Lordhips well know, by s number of 

perſons, that it was meant that we were to e in the in- 
ternal Goyerament of France, and when the queſtion was put; it 
was denied. Now, my Lords, if the executive government of 

this country is to go the length of overturning that conſtitution 

which was founded upon the baſis of freedom, I ſay, that if any | 
other conſtitution is ſet up by the allies, I fay it is overturhing | 
- 8 conſtitution that was univerſally acknowledged to be 8. good 
one ; and I ſay, that theſe Conventioners, theſe perſons 
ut the Berean Meeting Houſe in Dundee, have à right to Wy * 


| the ſame opinions that the minority iu the Houſe of Commons 
hold z they are entitled to have the opinion that the war is car 
ried to too great a length; and, may I be permitted to ſay, it 
is now carried F 


5 


| . 4 1 
47er Fd hel out vm, g the French from Holland, 


after, chey were driven t& their own terrſtorles, it was, to ſe- 
thre ſome of the frontier tog; Hut, after theſe had been ſe. 


5 ety we ſee thetn going Ain greater Tengths. I am not called 


upon to N opinion apon that bifoeſs ; but certainly the 
1 6 may apply to thole theafures, and they might 


| aN hy it Was me unt altogether to exterthinate the French 


ples 'of Ubecty, and to, enforce iu its 'place a government 
ited to their oha will and plesfhre, fudependent of every man 
In the kingdom of France, and hat the whole kingdom” was to 
be legiſlated for by the combined powers. I fay, my Lords, | 
impreſled with wt ideas, they have made vfe of fuch language 


| vhs. as 1 * hewn Jour ENG, "op vopies from N 2 


e my 1 cunndt n bf any other " hid 


"cam be deemed N except one, and that zs this, A Uf 


vo bankruptcies, unequalled in any former times. forms u part A 
*in the retipue of this Quixottic' expedition,” With regard: to 


the facts previouſly Aated, thers' is ground for ſaying, that = 


) | op variety of binkrupteſer haye. occurred, ' ah "that 2 


war your trade is ſore ctamped, and awoß rained,” 


* thouſands ang ten, thouſands of e oor 
from being 3 in a ftate of proſperity, ” e a eo of 
1 miſery, and wretchedneſs, © I believe,” my 


t is not "at. exaggetuted, whether from l wot I = vi 


"not fay, but ie is certain that Is the fact; and 25 to rhe word 


Quixottic, your Lordſbips will by and by: underſtand who was 
the author of it. 1 ſuppoſe he had been reading Don  Quitotte- 
before hand, and if he had, ü thick it was very fhir, and he was 
entitled to tell his friends that he bad been reading it ; by.the 
word I underſtand horhing mote thaii romantic ; and 1 thy, they . 
— entitled to a ſo; and T believe tn6ft people are now ſutiſ- 
fed, that the manner in which that, Which was thought à moſt 
us thing, a cruſade to the Holy Land, is treated, it ald 
a libel en that Es, x ie 


how exiſted 


"My Lords,” the ſame lenguage is uſed by Mr. Vie in his ler- 
ter to his Conflituents, and that T ſhould think would be fuffici: 5 
1 of * if vo other were to | 


1 * | 

be found: upon record. If it were necefſary, I might follow, the, 
| Duke ef Richmond to Ireland, and refer your Lordihips to a. 
ſpeech of Mr. Grattan, who, was called the Iriſh Demoſthenes, 


ia which be uſes great firength, of language z and 1 ſhall 
leave to read u fingle. poflage from it. Leer Appendix, No. 5.1 
My Lords, In addition to the circulation; of Paramentary: 
| Debates, I peed not inform, your. Loxd(hipe, that, ſubſidiary to 
theſe debates, pamphlets have been circulated on both nde; ſo 
much is it the practice, that to ſupport the meaſures of miniſtry, * 
or condemn thoſe meaſures, is the ſubjett of pampblers, And 13, 
it not conſtantly ſaid, that one paper is miniſterial and another an 
| oppoſition paper? and it has been ſaid in the Houſe of Commons, 
that, ſo neceflary is this for carrying on the weaſures of mini- 
try, that. they are paid for their trouble; fuch is the fc, that 
there are 1giniſterial. papers and oppoſition papers, that there is 
traffic of the kind, and that there are. alſo miniſterial. pom - 
| phlets and oppoſition, pamphlets daily, hourly, and by minutes, 
if poſſible, circulated j, and not only is it the practice in newſpa» 
pers and in paraphlets, but the greateſt conſtitutional writers 
that we know of, every book that I have been able to Jay my 
hand upon, from Grotius Puffondorf,. the Marquis de Becearia, 
and downwards, all ſay that the people have. a tight ro hold ſpe- 
pa tay ee tp them in roy 
way or manner they pleaſe, + 4 
Let me call your Lordſhip's attentian to 8 3 | 
whole book has gone thraugh. as many editions 2s the ſermons of 
8 reſpeQable clergyman, I mean to oppoſe to Dr. Blair the Con- 
ſtitution pf Zagland, by Mr, De Lolme ; and I belieye it has e- 
ven outſhot Dr. Blair. Pr. Blair 7 gone through but 12 
editions, and Pe Lolme, 1 believe, ha ving gone through 24 edi- 
tions, which ſerves to ſbew what reſpect the inhabitants 0 this 
country bear to that writer. Upon the ſubje& of .libels ;, he 
ſays, * That though to ſpeak ill of individuals was deſerving af 


6 reprehenſion, yet the public acts of goverument, ought to Jie | ; | 


open to public \cxamination, and that it was a ſeryice done to 
* the ſtate, to canbaſi them freely. Ser Serjeont Glynn's Speeob 
* for Woadfell in the proſecution againft the latter, by the Atorney- 
Generals, for publiſhing Junius s Leiter 10 the King. 25 

- The the Bing ans. an . ns. be ah 


| ral concern which matters ' relative to the 
© always ſure to create, bas wonderfully multiplied ll kinds of 


t 4 1 


Ee) | Aud indeed this extreme ſecutity, (ſpeaking of the I- 
©'berty of the preſu,) with which every man in England is eng- 
* bled to. communlente his ſentiments to the public, and the ge- 


ent ure 


« public papers. Beſides thoſe which, being publiſhed at the 


* end of every year, month, or week, preſent to the render a re- 
T eapitulation of every thing intereſting that may have been done 


Lor ſkid during thelr reſpeRive periods, there are ſeveral others, 


br reſolutions of the Houſe of Commons, are daſly publiſhed 


hieb, making their appearance every day, or every other day, 


2 the public, the ſeveral meaſures taken by the 
government, au well as the different cauſes of any importance, 


- © whether civil or ertmaindl, that occur in the Courts of Juſtice, 


© and ſketches from the ſpeeches either of the Advacutes, or the 
Judges, concerned in the management and deciſion of them, 
© During the time the Purllament continues fitting, the votes, 


dy authvrityz and the moſt intereſting ſpeeches in both Houſes 


"are taken down in Wort hand, emen 
* Vie, in print. If och 


Lay, e eee eee and the 


_ © eputitry, concur alſo townrds Alling the collection; and as the 


© ſeveral public papers elreulate, or are tranſcribed into others, 
in the different country towns, and even find their way into 


| © the villages, where every man, down to the labourer, peruſes | 


— 


them with a fort of eagerneſs, every Individual thus becomes 
* acquainted with the Rate of the nation, from one end to the 

other, and by theſe means the genera] intercoutfe'is ſuch, that 

"the three oms, ſeem ae if they were one fingle town. 


Aud n fyrhis public nototlety of all things that conftitites 


| * the ſupplemental power, or check, which, we have above ſaid, 


+ is fo uſeful to remedy the unavoidable infufficiency of the laws, 


- © and keep within their reſpe&ive bounds all ann 
© have any ſhare of public authority.“ 


Zy this It is not Intended, eee 


ſpectable writer upon the magiſtrates, but it is ſaying in other 


words, as I will immediately read from another authority, that 
pla ty» bon nog eee e | 
EIT TOY ROI | 


tw) 


Me Curt, My Lords, 1 will read your” Lordſhips, * 
491. of Mu De Lolme's book; . 

In all monarchies, (and it is the "ſame in Republies,) the 
© executive power in the fate le ſuppoſed to poſſeſs, originally = 
and by Itſelf, all manner of lawful authority : every one of its 
| exertions is deemed to be legal; and they do not ceaſe to be 
« ſs, till they ure Ropped by ſome expreſs and poſitive regulation, 
© The ſovereign, and alſo the civil magiſtrate, till ſo ſtopped by 
* ſome poſitive law, may come upon the ſubje when they chooſe j 
they may queſtion any of his actions; they may conſtrue them 
into unlawful actes; and inflit 6 penalty, as they pleaſe: in 
# theſe reſpe&s they may be thought to abuſe, but not to exceed, 
their power. The authority of the government, in ſhort, is 
| ſuppoſed to be unlimited ſo far as there are no vifible bounda- 
) ries ſet up againſt it: behind sud within theſe n 

+ whatever degree of liberty the ſuhect may poliſeſs, 
In England, the very reverſe obtains, Neva 
rity of the government, it is the liberty of the ſubject, which 
is ſuppoſed to be unbounded. All the individual's actions ard 
5 ſuppoſed to be lawful, till that law is pointed out which makes 
them to be otherwiſe, The one probandi is here transferred 
from the ſubjeQ to the prince; The ſubject is not at any time 
to ſhew the grounds of his conduct. When the ſovereign or 
magiſtrate think proper to exert thetnſelves, it is their buſineſs 
© to find out and produce the law in their own ſavour, and the 
# prohibition againſt the ſubject.— And, in a note, he ſays, 1 
© ſhall take the liberty to mention another fact reſpeQing myſelf, 
* as it may ſerve to elucidate the above obſervations; or at leaſt 
my manner of expreſſing them. I remember when I was begin. 
ning to pay attention to the operations of the Engliſh Govern- 
ment, I way under a prepoſſeſſion of quite u contrary nature to 
that of the gentleman whoſe opinions have been above diſcyſſed : 
I uſed to take it for granted that every article of liberty the ſub- 
* je&t enjoys in this country, was grounded upon ſome poſitive law 
by which this liberty was inſured to him. In regard to the 
freedom of the preſs I had no doubt but it was ſo, and that 
| there exiſted ſome particular law, or rather ſeries of laws or 
_ 5 legiſlative. paragraphs, by which this freedom was defined and 
carefully ſecured: and as the liberty of writing happened at 


6] 


+ thee time to be carried very far, and to excite a great deab of 
attention (the poiſe about the Middleſex election had not yet 
_ &ſubfided;) I; particularly wiſhed to ſee thoſe laws I ſuppoſed, 
not doubting but there muſt be ſomething remarkable in the 
wording of them. I looked into thoſe law books I had oppor- 


© tunities to come at, ſuch as Jacob's and Cunningham's Low 
 * Diflionaries, Wood's Infugter, and Judge Blackſtone's Com- 
þ-mentaries. I alſo found weans to have a fight of Comyns's 
t Digeſt of the Lowr of England, and I was again diſappointed : 
this Author, though this Work . conſiſts of fivg folio volumes, 
had not had, any more than the authors juſt mentioned, any 
room to ſpate for the intereſting law I was in ſearch of. At 
eee to me, though not immediately, that this 
* liberty of the greſs was grounded upon its not being prohibit- 
ed, that this want of prohibition was the ſole, and at the 
* ſame time ſolid, \foundetion of it. This led me, when I after- 
- words thought of writing ſomething upon tue government of 
* this country, to give the definition pf the freedom. of the preſs, 
* which is contaived in 5. 296, 297.1 adding to it the imporant | 
t conſideration of all actions teſpecting nnr. 
decided by g jury.” [See Appendix, No. 6.] 

Mr. Haan. In addition to what Mr.- Clack has read; 1 
ſhall only ſtate a circumſtance, which, in the ſtatute law of this 
country, your Lordſhips will find an authority for, that during 
the reign of Chatles I. duriag the teign of Charles LI. or part 
of it, and for a period of years about that time, there was knawn 
Court called the Star Chamber, and a part of their duty way 
the licenſing of all that was publiſhed ; they were in the ſame 
-fituativq then, that publications are in Spain at this moment, 
but your Lordſhips know, that was one great mean, by which 
the glorious Revolution was brought about; and ſince that time, 
ey e e eee ume wore e yer 
k Lordſhips now ſee it. N ' 
| eee eee d the ſpeech of Mr, 
Grattan of Ireland; he ſays, ſpeaking of the aſſociations But 
eee 1 eos 7g eee) 1g . 
[See Hppendar, No. 5.) will ; 


Obſerve nom, to what 105 e 3 it 
has not been found to be libellous; he even juſtifies a meeting 


ew 
in the Held; Gentlemen with perouhny chat 1 ae e d 
nn — mn 

Mee vio eee ee et 
ee _ no 8 guch is the loggusge uſed by 
Mr, Grattan, ia the Iriſh Houſe of Commons; there have been 
vo inffatices of | in our Houſe of Commons going that 
length; but'T that, to me te what is underſtood to be the | 
9 ————— fo Yd 
ed about without any cenfure. Is there any ſuch language here ? 
the whole burden of the: ſong is u Reform in Parliament; and, 


the words they uſe are oonſtitutional, they are proper, and fanc - 


tioned by the nch 
ſtated. 2 #406 « 741% oo 

My Lords; the next aurhonty L ſhall kate upon the ſame ſub. 
je& with De Lolme, is that of the immortal Milton. We 
i have thera not, ſays Milton, that enn be heard of, from anf 
© ancient flute, or policy, or church, not by any ſtatute left us 
* by our anceſtors, older or later, nor from the modern cuſtom 
' of any reformed city, or church abroad; but from the mot 
© antichriſtian” council,” and the moſt tyrannous inquifition that 
ever exiſted. Till then, books were ever as freely admitted 
into the world as ny other birth; the ile of the brain was no 
* niore ſiiuu than the iffue of the womb.” | * 

I ſhall next call your Lordſhips“ attention to eben 
Mr. Hume's opinion upon this bufinefs, and, my Lords, it be- 
ing a thing perfectly well known, that Hume was a nionarchi. 
tal man, and attached to monarchical principles, the authority 
of this authot is as great an authority as I can poſſibly refer to. 
After ſhewing the advantages of a monarchy, he fays,—* It is 
* apprehended, that arbitrary power would ſteal in upon us, were 


ve not careful to prevent its progreſs, and were there not an 


© eaſy method of conveying the alarm from one end of the king · 
dom to the other. The ſpirit of the people nn frequently be 


| *rouſed, it order to curb-the ambition of the exurt ; and the dread 
of rouſing this ſpirit, muſt be employed to prevent that amb. 


tion. Nothing is fo effectual to this purpoſe - as the Tiberty of 
the preſs, by which a!l the learning, wit, and genius of the 


nation; may be employed on the fide of freedom, and every 
dane de iüfmated to ity defence. As long, thirgfote, as the rr. 


„ 


| (rb pr of 7 prrmen cx mini end 
© monarchical, it will naturally be cargful to hep the. proſe me 
* as of importance to us own preſervation.” 
No, my, Lords, I ſhall beg leave An en 
Lare Choſlerſleld's opinion upon this ſubject, which is extreme 
ly ſhort, but very emphatic, and very expreſſive, in s ſpeech. de- 
Feel hy bir, in his place, an u wember of Parliament. . The 
 __ * Rage} my Lords, and the preſs, are two of our out · centries; 
5 reer 
ia ferters, the enemy may ſurpriſe us.. nd Y 
My Lords, there is juſt que authority more, and, alibough it 
is not an authatity of that ſtanding, vet it has reaſon within it, 
and will ſpeak for itſelf 5 and if any addition be wanting to the 
name of Stanhope, the renſoning will have its weight“ If, 
| fays bis Lordibip,, our boaſted liberty of the preſe, were to 
/ * confiſt only in Wwe liberty 20 write, in praiſe of the cgnſtiturion, 
this is a... liberty enjoyed under many, arbitrary governments. | 
"IRR es not be, deemed. quite an, unpardonable. of. 
8 * fence, even by the Empreſs of Ruffia, if any man were to take | 
| it into his head to write a panegyric upon the Ruſſian form of 
| + government... Such a liberty as that, might therefore properly 
1 i be termed the Ruſſion Liberty. of; the. Prefs. Hut, abe Engl/i/h 


Liberty of the Preſt is of a very different deſcription: for, by 
* the law of England, jt is not prohibited to publiſh ſpeculative = 
| eee eee 
rr 
- bay, there is language expreſſive of ieſelf;.. it js beyond all 
authority, it is drawing that contraſt, which'I hope will long 
continue between the government of Ruſſia and the government 
of this country; it ſuggeſts alſo an idea, that that woman, that | 
inſatiable ambitious woman, will never have an end to her ambi- 
tion. Then, ought not people to be rouſed? I doubt not, = 
= people at the Berean Meeting-houſe, might have an allufion 
to her conqueſt over Turkey, — her luſt, ber never failing luſt of 
conqueſt, will never be ſatiated; united with one of our allies, | 
(1 am ſorry for it;) to deſtroy Poland, that free people,—it 
_ ought to make us think of. ourſelves at this awful period, when 
we ſee theſe wo great deſpots never failing to conquer. God furbid, 
| that, aſter conquering Poland, that free country———-1 cannot 
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ſteady artachment, to apply again to Parliament; I ſay that is 


55 
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6 Haring encroached ſo much upon your! Bags e n 
conceiving it to be my duty ws, e ots $63 1046 ee 
Tord AAcNO AB Take your own m... 
Mr. Habdinr.—-I ſry, 1 think 1 was called upon to ſhew, thut, 
if criminality is to be attached to the Liberty of the Preſo, inf- 
ditely greater freedom, than that uſed by my Client, has been 
made ufe of. 1 ſhall not take up your Lordmips“ time with a | 
recapituldtion of the ſpeeches or of the authorities. But, my 5 
Lordi to bring my argument to 4 poidt. I hope I have, in the 5 
Ain place, clearly ſhewn, that the minor propoſition does not in 3 5 
this caſe make out the facts which are ſtated in the major pro- 

poſition. - I fay that there is not through'the whole/of this any - 

attack upon the conſtitution of the country; and if your Lord- 

chips are of opinion, that chere is no attack whatever upon the 
conſtitution of this country in the whole of that paper, you will 

diſmiſs it as not properly laid: But if your Lordſhips ſhould be "2 
of opinion that there is accuracy, I have to ſtate to your Lord- 

ſhips further, that upon the whole fuce of the paper there is no 
ſedition; that the ſum and ſubſtance of the paper is to encourage 
to another petition for Parliamentary Reform, to ſtir up their 
friends and fellow citizens, who are attached with ſtrong and 


the whole ſum and ſubſtance upon the face of that paper,” and 
that being the caſe, I do ſubmit and humbly hope, your Lord-' | 
E. eee eee ae 
here charged, is not relevant.” 
. —— addy ties np.dinke alas 
; have of late gone abroad, but I hope in God thoſe alarms 
are now at an end: if any period is more to be dreaded 
than another, it muſt be à criſis eee ee 
ſtop ſhort---hiftory ſhews that when b 1 
ö — what 
werlefhii thoſe rooted out have been Us Peng e my' 
Lords, I hope there is no ground for any precedent of that kind 
„ e ee ri a1 
e | ae} h . £ \ 


| f 1 
mental. Milton--rou-mill.otlow. the effbons of the Preſs to be us 
free a» the iſſue from. the wombbd . 
Me. M'Conoue.»--My- Lords, in-coll:Qing from this very 
5 long ſpeeck,. what is the import of. the objections that are op- 
poſed upon the part of the Pannel, I find myſelf not 8 little 
at a loſs, for, as far as I.can_comprebend, the whole dtift of 
Mr: Haggart's ſpeech; it goes to attack the major propoſition in 
the indictment, 2s vot containing ſound law. I don't really com- 
prehend it, ſor as far 88 l have been able to follow. the learned 
gentleman, or uſe my eye. and my underfianding, I think no man 
can heſitate an inſtant to ide, that the facts come up to the major 
propoſition, if in be true that the conduct of this man, or that 
man, the language. of this. man, or that man, may be quoted as 
Frum pv of Scotland to your Lordſhips, that ſuch lan- 
guage may be uſed with, impunity ; and therefore law, if you 
Lordſhips adopt that, then it -overturns. tbe major propoſition, , 
But that it contains law, I am ſure no-lawyer cat doubt ;-no man 
dan doubt, not only chat it is the law of Scotland, but it is im · 


poſſible any government ſhould exiſt if it is not law, The words 


aflit are, that by the lawy of this, and every other well govern, 
ed realm), G [See Indifiment p. ! % 
| Nom, 1 thould humbly apprehend the tart 
this/land, and the clear law of every country; what your Lord- 
| ſhips has to caquire is, not bow often this law has been violated _ 
with, impunity, not how. often groſs indecencies may have been 
committed by individuals with reſpeQable names and high titles, 
bat what your. Lerdſhips has to enquire into is, whether or 
the circumſtances ated, the production libelled upon, amount, 
if proved, to have been written or circulated by the perſon at the 
| Bar? Whether this amounts to the ſtatement of the lun in tho 
major propoſition? ; . | 
Now, my Lords, A i in a reading that oublication 
which was circulated-privately, it was a-ſort of ſmuggled buſi. 
neſs, it cannot. be peruſed without ſeeing that it contains in it 
all the ingredients charged as criminal in the major propoſition, 
n it is a ſeditious and inflammatory "kings and "tending, 9 
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enn . 
vation will be ſuflcjeat to fe perſon thit I am Ee 
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f 
70 more than che import of that paper amounts/to. Ide hof 
mean to follow at all the obſervations of the learned gentleman, 
| with cegard to it, but to call the attention of your Lord(hipy to 
the real and obvious import of it, as it meets the eye of a man 
of common undetſtanding. It commends, firſt, their fellow citi- 
zens for their loyal and ſteady egndut in-theſe days of adyerſity, 
that they have ſhewu that they are worthy of at leaſt ſome {mall 
tion of liberty, but then jt-promiſes to rouſe them from their 
Y, and it tells them, in order to rouſe them from their 
lethargy, that though they gre poſſeſſed af ſome portion of ber- 
ty, they would be ip the depth of lavery and miſery, if they pre- 
vent it not by their well-timed efforts. Having faid this, it | 
| goey on to tell chem, what are the misfortupes that are fink- 
ing them. in this depth of ſavery and miſery, (and very 


. great mizfortunes they are, if they are true,) every, day is ad- 


tang e to our chain. This is the gepergl ſtatement, 
1 sprechend, of the evil, that every day. is adding a nem link to 
ohr chain Here it is ſaid, we are already in chains, ſor cpr 
portion of liberty is ſo infgnificantly ſmall, that we axe ſtill w 
ing chains, and it goes an to ſtate what are the chains. . Je 
not the executive branch daily ſeizing new, ynprecedented, and 
< unwarrantable powers?“ Then it goes on do attack the other 
branches of the legiſlature 15 well as the King, + * Has not the 
* Hanis, of Commons, Cour only ſecurity from the evils of ty- 
_ © ranny and ariſtocracy,) joined the. coalition againſt vou” 
am, now, ſpeaking as to the. plain ſcope und intendment of: hk: 
what does any man of common ſenſe underſtand by it? Is it ne 
plainly ſaying, that the Houſe, of Commons, who ſhould be. your | 
protection againſt the executive and ariſtocratic part of the ga- 
verument, have joined that coalition that is formed againſt ĩhe 
people by the other two bodies of the legiſlature? The indict 
ment. is not for treaſon, but I apprehend there are words there 
that would amount to tregſon; but if they do not, ſurely they 
will amount to ſedition, in what is flated in the major propoli- 
tion. Then it goes on to ſay. we have done. gur duty, and 
* are getetmined to keep our poſts,” I wonder, among the learn- 
ed gentleman's other authorities, he did not quote the French 
me. where Wars" eee! 
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tir poſts.” 1 expetted that that would hive bein ebe 
. authorities. e 
hben goes ou, ever teach to alen our jan rights,” dee. bu 
| indieiment þ. rh 
hen do hab they tate,” and in out ords elf Uu ule 
6 aflert the univerfat right of ſuffrage; Is there any ſuch 
Abt to be Töünd in the aQs "of Parliament ? Is there any ſuck 
| right to be found in the conſtitution of our anceſtort? or in any 
eeonitution of che world, except that of France? aud 1 am 
happy to think, that 1 know ſomething” of the hiſtory of our 
onſtitution. 1 um ſure there was no period when there was a- 
vy thing Uke aviverſal fulfrage'; there nevet was a period whey 
it was ſo muck Hke univetfal 4s at preſent.” In what way are 
they to aſſert it? it cannot be done by legal means, for to law 
recoguizes it; they ure to affert it "as wen jolt right uod pe 
vilege, amps tn of their jeff rights and privileges, * © 
"ul Then my Lords,” they g wn to telt, that they bot dilap⸗ 1 
pbinted by the . -of The Houſe of Commons cbügerning 
their Petition: It is u queſtion we did not expect, though 
n founded ön truth und reaſon; would be fupported by Wpenor 
Kigumbers:”” The learned gentlemen therefore is clearly miſta- 
ben in ſaying,” thit the object of this paper was to produce ſe. 
Wood Petition, for they ſay. they were not difappointed* In their 
defeat. In Hort, it is now the time chen theſe gentlemen are 
lo aſſemble, in confequence of their not having been diſappoint- 
ed inthe petition which they preſented pro forms, "and now they = 
Wers to aſſert tbefr rights, not by petitioning,” becauſe fiat was 
* menfure that "they knew to be” nugatory, for they ay, they 
; vere not diſappointed. ' r $9944.36 N44 
hben they Le oa, + Fr rom ding enen gen 8 te. 
um p. 8.) Nute de 2G 
No, pen at priccple or ho, or, upon what; 0 
vommoôw ſenſe, it is founded T know not, but ſo it id, that thoſe 
Fentlemeg fot up this in the ſame way; that they might ſet up 
| welaita to ſhare the property of every gentleman in the country, 
br to "ſeize" upon any franchiſe belonging to another,” That is 
ere ſyecies"of "liberty granted by this conftiturion, "the con- 
_ Bitatioh of this chüntry, when it confides a fradchife, it con- 
en e Rwy it does not con- 8 


ts } 


du K üb b ub. i. dee bet BER pad + 


but it confides it where it has the leaſt reaſon to ex it "to 
abuſed, and we thanks God, 1 Thr fo lte Wel, ow 


produce a Houſe of Commons, to anſwer every p 


verfiment,” ty produce pon the whole ſuch Wh = 


mons, as no body of men in any country. can be 5 put tn" 
* aith. Where is thete « celle sien of wen 5 
that can be compared to the virtue, the integHey, an 
rafter of the Beitiſh Houle of Cetebe; ; 7 — Loy e 
ä two centuries” a character that no ſenate” ever main 
high ſpitit, for an equal regard to tlie intereſt öf the e 7 
large; for ä tegard to the intereſt of the meaneft; 48 well" whe 
higheſt; a regard that keeps them within, me has kept 
above 1 5d years, within the precinQs of tber own rights at 
privileges, without etcroachibg upöt thoſe other powets] equal: 
ly "neceſſary for the exiſtence of d government j 4 fituarion, 
that wilt place them i in the annals of thinkind, as kigh ad ey budy 


bf affenable@ filth” ever foot, or An fand; a fltuatrö0 1 When 
they are boy in i ſlugular manner unrivalled, ben compte d. 1. 


deed, it is undeceffary for by With that lh Nea: cg cia of 
ating the compariſon Vena W and Ae eee 


according to thoſe Vioplit! fyſtechs of uviverſ Werler lufrage, | 


which were à difgrace'to mankind, and brought confuſion" pon 
the nation that Wab before enkghten ed and Give, rn 

Then it goes og, having ſtated "this claim, and thüt Mey are 
to-affert it, und vving watned their fellow citizehs that peri 


Boslog is Boch for nothing, fof "nothing wis to 'V#-exfeted 


7 it, they fa, The lime lb uw come,“ eee Late wart, 


8. W et 2098 acti u mis ye Sd gag: 1105 | 


| , e of 4 petitloitng people, oho are calwly 
ſtating thelt ſentiments, in order ie they may meet with u 


fre agnes ? "It is the import of M. Grattan langünge, and 
I defy any man of common (Teaſe t6 read the paper Without ſec: 
ug, tht this original menſüre of the * 9 e aſſuming their o 
| powers ws bete macken t eee FRG 47 0, 14562 
The tine le now tome,” Se. Ste dcn p. . 
Vndbudtecly, if the time is cot; in this language, to aſſem- 
ble round tle fabric of liberty in. order to preſerye ix j the coun- 
try woa eite dn d man to protect i, for” the' alle er den 
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22 baving now arraigned the oopllitu 
,You, 1 aps 27 do their F e 
egillatuxe were corrupt, 
| oo 7708 the. „ having ſtated their NY to 2 of 


$*4,Holtils ard, ruinous to,the conſtitution, which wavld 


rn 
ery either without + King, or a Houſ ouſe of Lords. Havivg ac- 


wt 7 NS aa 2 gre, he a, ale or 
whic rol Abele people, mere : 
vill * poſt ne 8 


8 


' 5 p and. puviſhment, it ſhould. be 
Pn, en god to-—l fax, the ovtion ſhould riſe and extirpate ſuch 
> legillarure, who, concur in the deſign of exlirpating 3 whole 
people, becquſe they mill be frees uh of ſuch ap ohe d, they 


bien n Aid end, that that b. Fee 
* Nn dhe ,gountry look. on with de. w 
place in France but at the moment th Monk 16 833 
; threatened, that our own conſtitution was attac ked, w 
enemies aiged, our inteſtine foss, 2 
and; excite. the, people to ſpurn God in his mercy 
had ſhowered jupgn them, How thay be had ever beſigyed upon 
apy, other, peqple, then. it 
with men »ho, baving defiroyed every particle of liberty in 
their own country, endeavoured to diſſeminate, by the worſt of 
means, by gebelliop, and Nen of treachery and yillany, 
to, difſeminats. the, ſame guaſed.. ® in other countries. 
Then it goes, on. to mention the. natura] conſequences of this war; 


ae ka muſt be attributed, * | 
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Mated their plan of claiming an pniverſal ſuf. | 
ing the people to rouſe themſelves,—then, as; the . 
705 eig our * Vicked opnſtitution, the Ring with | 


defign indeed! it would, be, for 
| Ke tage of this , country. coneur in 
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ves derefſary for us to join in war 
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furs, i ki rai cam e 
connections with Feance, thoſe cootaRionn. that. have appeared 
in public, from. Societies calling themſelves Friends of the. F 


ple in this country, there word, have been no war, thete-wanld: 


have been n@.encourtgemens for them to have been ſo mad, cit. 
to have thought of attack ing the Iritiſ army, ii dbhey bad not 
condeived that thers was 3 (et of men in ibis country Amed up | 
by their onomigg to bring about thoſe diſturbance here, of which 
the vy ſexlly part of France 848 feaping the (advantage; at the e · 
pence of all that was good o worthy in the cobatry, Thien they: 
g0 on to tell c groſs. falſebood; but highly gtting ito kindle r 
alarm in the minds of well. meaning ignorant people. To the 
« loſs of ; the, joraluable- rights and privileges which our fathers 
enjoyed, Go. » [ See; laditdment, p. we 3 2801 10 2.9944 
| Taxes are oppreſſive, and hard, but they are oſten the price 
of great and important privileges, of great enjoyments, and at 
agy rate they abe the leaſt of ty exils 3. better pay tante chan 
be under the government of a mob, or of the baſe and unprin-! 
cipled characters that are deſigned to be the leaders of it. Wat 
is a great evil, hut war, though a great evil, muſi be borne. 
But theſe gentlemen ſtate u lift of bankrupts, which they are 
pleaſed to attribute to che wer, which I have go objection to, 
but they ate theſe evils as, brought on by wickedneſs, becauſe 
government did not fit with their arms folded acroſs unmjndful 
of their duty. Where are thoſe itivaluable rights and privileges 


which our fathers enjoyed ? What rights did our anceſtors enjoy © 


which we do not enjoy in the fulleſt manner, and with improve- 

ment? I know. of none; and 1 defy all thoſe who arraign the 
conſtitution gnd,the, government of this country, and all the paſ- 
ſages that have been ſummoned and ſcraped together from eve 
ry quarter for the purpoſe, to ſhe w me one privilege that they 
enjoyed which we do not no enjoy. This ie a groſs, u pal. 
pable, and « moſt ſeditious falſehood; for there is nothing that 
will kindle men's minds like the idea of being deprived of what 
their anceſtors purchaſed, and endeavoured to tranſmit to them. 
Can there be a groſſer crime then committed, than; in a ſerious 
matter of this kind, to endeavour to ſtir up the ignorant, by tell- 

ing them a groſs and abominable falſehood of that nature. Hav- 


jng gone this length, they conclude with u ſolemn appeal, and * 


.. VF 


r n 1 36 J | 
| Mot rut, 
= 0 a eee de, pon „ 
| —_ tainlyqirlygreatpublic virtue be given, but it is ſuch an appeal, . 
| chat] avlobigerigorenmnreriRty; can never be endured; utes 
in'the/caſs.of an original motioh, as the gentlenian has termed it. 


1 N r 

ene e Cr, [Sep Mamu, . M !:: 

_ I BbekwHingudyer av this would have immertalized choſe list 
uod sti hd it bee publiched at the ru of the Revolution, 
ben the biſnops were ſem to the Tower; when the King af. 
fumed thi] right of leyying taxes, and of modelliag our religion ; 
ani if-faebtiqzes ſhogld:eonte again; let it be uſed, but not till 

thiy cbme again. 79hall the righr-ondd privileges of the freemen 

af this countryi be ſported wih? Shall we bedeprived . 

benefits of that free and [happy governmbne? Or, ſhall we, 
our face, have che igovrant past of the country foheited Mt 

- to:depriye us of our privileges which we hive enjoyed for a cen- 
tury puiſt? und, ſhall we not have a power in the law of "this 
oountry, to puniſh the intentional rebel, who would endeavour 
to ſtirx up the People to make ue af a pom er which the law ne- 
ver gave them, which their ranigeſtors never gave them, and 
| which*hey never could be fined) for ? ſuch as act mult ſeem to 
ey perſon, whatever ate their ſentiments, as long as govern- | 
ment exiſſe, a/moft atrocious and iniquitous act; as 4 ching that 

_ calls fr puniſhment, and, for which, no plea of juſtifcarion can 

polſibly be ſet up in a Court of Juſtice : The only plea that can 
be ſet up is, the plea of the ſword none elſe. The time may 
come and then I hope there will be ſpirit and virtue in the coun- 
try to aſſert its rights. the country lately ſhewed ius power to 
aſſert its tight, not againſt the executive power not againſt the 
repreſentatives of the people, but againſt thoſe who were orga- 
niniag adiffernt repreſentation, a ſeries of little parliaments, theſe 
ſelf conſiituted-ſocieties, forming a Convention from theſe, then 
there was reaſon for alarm to the good citizens of the country, 
and the good: citizens came forward, and ſignißed their refolu- 
tion to abide by the conſtitution with their lives and fortunes, 
and to ſhare its fate; and, I hope, if our religion or our civil 
liberty is agaid attacked, if a king or a mob ſhall date to per- 
ſecute us for our freedom, that there will be ſpirit iu this coun- 
try to aſſert its right, and maintain our conſtitytion, kings are 


* 


1 1 
— and-we vaght+to be thankful for ſuch x Kg * 
bave z but if a kjog were to come who wal to ſend the biſhops 
to the Tower, becauſe they refuſed to read a prayer of a li- 
thurgy difowning the Godhead of Chrift,—wete the time to 
come, when men ould be puniſhed for refufing to pay taxes, — 
were the time to come, when men were to be ttied without form 
of law, without judges, or juries, but by che arbitrary power of 
che cromn, by their minious and delegates, then Would be the 
time for eyory man of ſpirit in the country to affert their rights; 
but while your Lordſhips fit in judgment, you are bound to con- 
fider fſuch language as is here uſed, 2s à grofs and moſt violent 
criminal act, an act approaching to high treaſon; if not aftually _ 
high treaſon, and indeed what has been generally conſidered us 
——treaſon. But I am not called upon to go ſo far. I am only © 
called upon to point out to your Lorglhips, that there was in 
this libel, matter that eame up to the full ſtatement of the pro- 
1 0 poſition and it is impoſſible to conſider it in any other” view, 
than ag an attempt to iuſtnuate to the people, that they have been 
oppreſſed, injured, and deprived of their 'zighits, coptrary to 
what is knoyn to be the fact; and that they are living under a 
wicked and abominable government, When they are living un- 
det the beſt government that ever exiſted; and endeavouring to 
erde them to afſert their rights, ip the” only” yur in won. 


__ can be afſerted—by the ſword. 
Mr. Haar. -My Lords, whether it bas been 1 


n making what I meant to fay ſufficiently perſpicuous or the 
fault of the Proſecutor in not being atteptive to what I ſaid, T 

| know not, but be has totally miſtaken the firſt great and capi- 
| tal 6bjoQiog that I fiated to this indictment; he figs, I told 
your Lorgſhips, that what was tated in the major-propoſition 

was not ſeditious. My Lords, T never ftated fuch an idea, and 
Lam equally aſtoniſhed that ſuch an idex ſhould baye oceutretl | 
tq any lawyer; and particularly ſhould hate octurred to him, 

- What I meant to ſtate was, that it was not a ſyllogiſm ; "that 

. hat in ated there is ſedition no perſon can doubt, but what I 
% ſtated was, that the practice having made it neceffary, that the 
| ſtrict ſyllogiſtic form ſhould be adhered to, thiturileſs the minor 
wy Erl 
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aid. as there was no law that lays down, that upiyerſal ſuffrage 


| dots Sh g6:ene hats oF aPbilog act prifiniog the 
Houſe of Commons. | | 
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o 
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. ſtated in the major, is not 6 lege 
en that therefore you canoot attend $0 it. If 
In going along, I was not u little ſurpriſed aß another. thing, 
ghat/a great number of high titles, and all incendiary, having 
Rated what was ſaid in theſe addreſſes, that they ought to be 
"My Lards, it might be « fair argument that was 
drawn from it, that they ought to be puniſhed, but the argument 


I dra , that, fincg. it is from ſuperiors and unigtertupted pre- 


 $edent, precedent beyond all memory, they had a right to copy 
it; If it Would pleaſe our happy conſtitution, not a word of the 
Houſe of Lordy is mentiqned, if it ſbquld pleaſe them to make 
_ © declaratary law to ſay, henceforth there (hall be po ſuch aſſo- 
giations, then would hold it to be illegal, becauſe jt would be 

prohibited by the qnly legal authority, that i is, un act of Parlia- 
ment. The learned gentleman dwelt a long time upon the word 
chains, but there occurred to me a very fimple idea of their 
chains, J haye beep informed, that there have been very great 
| complaints, that there have been very great myrmuings, and 

di is a bew ſource of complaints in the boroughy, that theſe - 
| burgeſſes cannot get any reform at all, and that they are bound 
in chaing; but I am ſurg it was @ very great firetch of the img- 


die len, und the idea J have held forth, is juſt a5 natural 28 


talking of going to the French poſts; there is ag ſuch thing 


from the beginning to the end of this publication, the whole 


idea is a Reform in Parliament; My Lords, 1.myſt take the 
liberty. of Rating, that Mr. M*Conachie did lay himſelf not & 


little open in what he concluded with; be ſaid, if I have taken 


down bis words right, and he will correct me if I have not, he 


js to be recognized in his dountry, that no perſon is entitled to 
have a ſpeculative opinion, or to expreſs Fane Apinjon in. * 


tion to the Houſe of Commons. 


3 eee did not fay » word of ſpronkeivs 5 
ö Mr. eee vou fajd, that no ſubje& of this 8 


* 


. Mr. M'Conacnts.—1 ſaid no fach 88 x 
rr ne OIOP! vou ſaid was this, | hope I tal 
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bera, ſuch as the Revolution; and that if there were to eilt wie 


ked miniſters, if it was then to be the caſe, that the bihopsd 


were to be ſent to the Tower for refuſing two read the Confeflioh 
vf Faith, that Mr. M*Canachie ' propoſed” then the kingdom 
would be entitled to riſe, I ſball beg leave to kiow what"peo- 


ple are to riſe? is it only the bilops who dee ue * 


Houſe'6f Commons who ae to heife? - | a oy | 
| 1 it K. and FT *, 9%; is .* 2467 % ifs +, 10 10 


F 
 rlainithat idea,” I fay the confiitution does n6t adit of ü 1 
| Tay thar it is mare a Hbel upon the conſtitution, than ny think 
Lever heard written or ſaid; I Mr McConzehde plan's 
ſedition in he bigheſt degree, when opponed to me; he id for 
rifing with open arms, and dll that I contend for ich that 1 r 
haye the freedom of petitioning Purliament; thut is the whole 
ſcope and tenor of dhe petition and reſolutions in-the'eaſs ;\and = 
{ hope L chall bot be told that I bave uo tight to petition when 


that diy comes, I ſhall think that the liberty; and every thing 
delongiag ee ee eee en eber 1+ 
ple to the crown, . MU $50 bite »t; 53 ( Un ur 
Lord Eexenovn-Tbetuüs Fyſhe Pater Read od * 
u. erime ſtated in this indid ment; he is indicted up pen. 
ples of law nnd quſtice; and though he ſtands there, he is to be 
preſumed at preſent an innocent perſon,” I ſhould be extremely 
happy in this caſe, 2s in every other caſe, 'thar it mould upper 
that he is innocent; but, at pteſent, where the conſiderstion is 
the dature of the charge againſt him it is equally my rule an, 
de rule of this Court, mat ve muſt take the elurgbvavif it were 


true, und the;conſiderdtion for your Lordſhip is, whether, ſup- 
g that this perſon did do what it is here alledged, he did do { 
wy Whether he committed the crime or the-crimes with which 


he is charged, er a0 My Lord the libel conſiſts of two propo- 


| fitions, zo the uſual form of criminal indi Stent: in th. country; 46 


it conſiſts of the major propuſitiony which ſets forth the nature 
of the general charge, and proceeds; in the minor, to ſtute the 


facts from which the Proſecutor infers that the Punnel has oom = 
mitted that crime. My Lord, with regard to the major propo- 
_ F * it 


EL 


— 
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e Gat it e 
uch thing as @ government exiſting-in this country, the major 
\propoition. dogr ſet forth e crime of = very high nituce. It 
Hates that, whereas the laws of this, and every well govern- 
Led realm, the and felonioufly writing or printing, or 

Sauſage be waves nod yen ee. {ile che wir pray 

an IhndfAiment} 1 

Id before, that the Counſel. for the Pens Atkelainu the 
relevance of this general charge. Indeed, my Lord, it would 

- be. the Krawgeſt! country in the world, and the Grangoſt govern» 

ment that-aver/ exifigd,/ or fimilar to nothing bus that anarchy, 
Which unfortunsteiy prevails.ig another country,—I ſay, if a 
perſon does! that which will ralle u ſick, of diſeobtent in the 
Winds of the pepphe, which ſuppoſes that th people ure in a hap- 
t condition, that in order ta do ſo, he bes cxjuminted the 
a7 an repreſented them, as dh a league 
Nich ty rannioal (government ; and alſo vindicated the chemies of 
| abs ovuntry; repreſenting that we ate M war with theta, becauſe 
de will be {rey and (recommending: them us objects of great 

| commendation, bd that i}, js h fault in Parliament, to make 

"war againſt a people who are brethren, and whom, we ſhould 

Tupper, That being the cafe, and that theſe are high crimes 
bythe old law ofithis country z ſedition, and raiſing commotions 
weng the people, "was; cofiidered: us = ſpecies of treaſon ; and, 
wu Lord, though we are, not-called upon in theſe Jays, to carry 
/ eters to that extent; yet it is faid by the counſel, that it ap- 
| proackes/very near do- trenſon 5 chat it is very Gificult/ to dra w 
N the Doc men wing tp-infatec dhe people againk the King, 
nee ebe, of the legiſlature, that tha ſhould be 
treaſon, and that it cannot be a lafler crime, tb endeavour 
| ab 'oventhirorr net only the King, but the King, Lotds, and 
Cotnmitis, The mejor prapdiition: hore lets forth, that this per- 
fon, the petfon' here teſeribid; a tlefgywmen by grofelBon,. re- 
Siding n Dundee, over 6 {et of religious Peepbe to which I have 
uo objectien 4 man dn this country can enjoy his religion with 
purfe&t freedom, and never be called in queſt on that this gen- 
Aleman, ohe of the Society of the Friends of dhe People, I have 
no objoRton to the title of any ſociety, if their aQtions are good, 
W 
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| compoſe, It afterwatds under went various alterations, ſu 
ed by the foreſvid meeting, and by deſire of 'the ſuld meeting 
wn gal pot into his band; "hit" it ae y bis msn, | 


denn Meeting-Heuſe, July f193.<-At A Gindril Mecting of 
bete Friends of Liberty, they unimimouſly reſolvel! to pub 
the following Addreſt to weir Fellow Citiseus“ It deen wor 


conſider every elrcumſtauet 
depart from, which, if it is a'fodkibus wiitivgy is tide u little f 
a rbhig bature; this gone mne counſel tells wy; thut he 10 
Tage 
gete religion emong theſe! people; I have nw oje Sion to that, 
if he had confined hitaſelf to preveling the doRtines he e huſev 
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| ſeaſtious lor: Cr, compoled by the faid T. F. Palmer, br by 
bim cauſed to de vdompoſed; there is: no diſtinction between u 


ants writing with" his ohn hands, or bis didatiiy 6 another to 


e ee eee Mt n ein e % ee ee PN 
Then tollous the thile of it, which „Dundee. 


tell there alone,” with having written and publiſhed” this paper, 


but goes on further; und ſiys, „Further the fald' TDe⁰,, Vifchs 


„Palmer, did ſotmetime "during the motth ef July aforefidie; = 
$ wickedly and felotiouſfy difitibute, and -cieeulure; in Dundee, 
„Lambuüpb, and elle wbere, er taufed-to be Elivlated;* We 
A Wed dee par eule ud. endende ups yentkes- 


man at We ber, is elfedged tb have eiroulated this eompofltion, 
i u in dn dunesent wed @ baruleſt ayer; d eh things will 


go for 66thing, thet man wie nde t blatae for compolitig it, or 


E or onuling it to be written, or for cirenlitingy ot | 


enuſtug to be cittulyted 3 but if it in paper tetlag weak 
fumults und 'febelliots, and overturm the gbvSititbenit; ce ure 26 | 
it; "68k hing 1 cane 


born of 8 reſpeQuble family in the Svoth of Euglemd. 
comes to this country, with an intention to prop · 


to a4opt; but inſtead of doing that, he torte his Mectinig-boufſo = 


int d houſe Tf „ for political diſouſton, for it fates it, 
4 dated from the Dundee Berem Meeting- houſe. All nations 
ere liable to have bad men among them ; but T own, we ure lit - 


tte obliged to Rrangers, who, eotning here under the pretence 


Nn ann nne 
oog the people. 


My Lord, this leads nec to the eee yen ins before 


Wei 8 f 4 1 
. 868 hold, chor dia erh N ui 


0 it well funded is a right e Petition, all the branebes of thi 
| 5 and; when they preſent that petition in proper ſorm; 
8 end in decent language, (which, I em ſorry to ſay we hu ve not 
an inſtance of this day quoted, to us from the bar,) then 1 hope 
the legiſlature will take proper means for redreſi: But, if on the 
Uther hand, iuſtead of applying. in the regular manner to the on- 
ly quarter where redreſs can, be obtained, any public or private 
man, Clergy ori Laity for 1 bold a mechahid in tlie ebuntry to 
bela free ſubiect, but they have got chat opportunity ftum their 
dation, 13, their ſupetiorb have, by regding i they were people 
Ignorant ahogether uf the very grievances which they are told 
they ate loaded\;nich,;till they are aſſembled, and tought that. 
they verein n ate of oppreſſion... Nom let us look into this 
bebe. You, who hy your-loyal od ſtesdy e ohdudt in theſe 
ee e., [Set Indifiment p. ],, 1 [00d be 
+ Doyvol adve;bty;) liwoes dot occur to nie;that this Gb, 
| —— ate. of adverbty, farther. than being enge: 
ged in a was, M in this lat, month af: July; than at any other ps - 
nod „ tber ate auly worthy of ſoms (mall portion of diberth r 
I think. he n at that.,yery time, qnjoing more liberty;ahan any” 
ſubject of: 203-cquptry yponithe face of the earth, We know 
very well. thats zin the manth of November, there. were many 
ſuch meetings hald, and many ſuch publications; and we know 
© op was put to them, by the noble ſpirit that appeared fot ſup 
porting the cooſtiaution;, sad 1 did not think that, in July laſt, 
there. would have been any perſon ſo bold, as to make db at». 
tempt which had proved ſo-fruitleſs” before. ; This paper goes 
on to ſay—“ we will tell you whole truths, they are of a kind 
ſto slarm and areuſe you out of your lethargy. Here this wi - 
- ter is ſuppoling that his auditors are in à ſtate of lethargy, which 
__ implies a tate of contentment, [they are in a pacific conteuted 
fate, - But this writer is to awaken; them from their lethargy: 
That portion af liberty. you once enjoyed is faſt, ſetting, WW 
fear, in the dackneſs. of deſpotiſm and tyranny? That the ſun | 
of liberty is: ſetting in the darkneſs of deſpotiſm and tyranny; we: » 
read in the mouths of the ſubjects of | a country, who have juſt N 
, cauſe to endeavour to reform their conſtitution, . and h took o 


£ woken. ct —: HG. e 
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that, when reformation es Sta 
greateſt tyrants and the greateſt enemies to liberty; ſuch «Gato 
of anarchy,” of murder, and of arbitrary power, never was ſecy. 


fines the world began. Too: fogn-/perbapy you who-were the 


„ world's envy, as poſſeſſed of fome ſmall portion of liberty, © 
_ ſmall portion of liberty! No my Lord, we poſſeſs all of u i- 


berty more than we ever poſſeſſed, and all that is cnſiſtent wing 
2 free and happy fate will be ſunk in the depth of flavery nd 


* miſery,” What words are there that can tend mort ta impieſz 
the minds. of men, and eſpecially men not ſo well acquaigtet] 

with the hiſtory af this country, to take up their ſwords, in grdgr 
10 Rechen from that deſpotiſm and ſlavery ? I gat every 
new day adding a link to your chains ?? Where ate the chaing 
of arbitrary power ? Is there a man exiſting in this country-wha 
does not enjoy his liberty, his religion; the freedom of exerci - 


bag his art, his ingenuity, bis-induſtry; bis trüde ? Ie there any 


man who does not exerciſe thoſe privileges in the utmoſt extent? 
Is not the executive branch daily ſeiaiug new &c. powers? Has 
not the Houſe of Commons joined the coalition againſt you? A- 
gainſt youʒ · What does this repreſent to theſe innocent good peo - 
ple, who were called to be the diſciples of the perſon: who: wrote 
this paper? I hope it was not that Gentleman, but I am obliged. 
to conſider it as if it was. What do you think of it! Would it 
not ſtrike every man that it meant, that the King, or his Mi- 
niſters are daily ſeizing unprecedented and unwarrantable powegs ? 
Has Mr. Haggart at the bar offered to prove that this is a truth: 
1s i it not-confiſtent with the knowledge of every man who hears 
me, and is able to read and look at the hiſtory of this-country 
ol late, chat nothing has been done by either King or Miniſtry. 
without the ſanction of the legiſlature? Then that is to repre- 
ſent the King, in the firſt-place, a8 a tyrant, then WhO are the 
next ſet of people? Tyranny and Ariſtocracy. No country was. 
ever more happy under a more amiable Prince, and the father of 
. his people. Who are the Ariſtocracy? The Houſe of Lords. 
Then comes the Houſe of Commons, they are the Baytier, and 
no doubt they are the true and proper Barrier to prevent eti- 
croachments by King and Lords; but they are not to be truſled, 
they are joined in a combination with the King and the Lords 
pgainft your liberty. Is the election of its members either fair, 


— "the legiſlature 31 every man ſoes the improvement made by. this 
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I vil not ſay any thing about the word poſts, if it means only 
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# res, or frequent 7*-That {6/40-inGlente, that.this people 1 i 
country are to have no conkdence: whatever in that branch of 


conſtitution, and that hee that we poſſeſs, in our happy 


conſtitution, the power of ming it, when it ſeems neceſſary, 
5 We have done our duty and are determined to keep our poſts.” 


20-diſcover ny thing that might be wrong, I don't object to it. 
Aver ready to afſert our juſt rights and privileges as men, the 


chief of Which we account the right of univerkal ſufrage.' 1 


Have no objection to a petition to Parliament, deſiting them, if 


they think fit to alter the conſlitution, which I have no objec- 
tion 10 i they chuſe to allow it; their wiſdom will be better 


than mine z but is it not to overthrow the conſtit ution ? Is it 
not making a new conſtitution 3 for, to the preſent time; no ſuch 
Cree it is a ſpeculative mat 
dier, and, I think, if we look to « neighbouring country, where 
.. as. marders we going 99, i is v0 gr 
und I was furpriſed to hear my friend Mr. Hag. 

gert ar bar juſtify this propoſal of a univerſal ſuffrage; but he 
_ *ouly wants, that = main of C. 100 a-year ſhould have a vote; and 
En « 100 u-year. 
it on ve are" not deterred, &c." {5% e en 


Sar eee for any 
pan to read this paragraph, and avow what Mr, Haggart has 
plended,” vis. that the whole intention of this was to 

the people to petition, when the very words of it are, we nei- 
ther expeQed, nor do expe to ſucceed in a petition to Parlia- 
| ment; and therefore | ſorgething elſe muſt be: intended. What 
elſe? every man, who bears me, muſt ſee; it could not be to 
| exrry on the meaſure that they know Parliament was reſolved 
not to adopt. Then follows the next nne 
* now come, &c.) | [See Indibiment, p. B.) * 

My Lord, this appears to me, in the Jef place, » groſs falſe 
hood, in ſaying the fabrie of liberty is in danger; it is ſafe, and [ 
bope will be ſaſe in this country to the lateſt poſterity, but thoſe 
yore Wn ons eee 
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. Vos ur pluiged ins geg, be. to. 
r F eben be 
This 1 of the resde 40 b Ser t 


the preſent war in which we are engaged, which 15 owlig to the 


ambition and maddeſs/of the unfortunate people we are engaged 


with, having no government except to fraternize cheit neigh- 


boursz and the way of fraterniaing them is with ſwords and 
| guns, ns they atteriipted to do in Brabant, and other countries; 
but they ſoon found themſelves in a ſtate of miſery and fluvery : 
And did they not ſhow an inclination to come Into this country 


to fratetniize us too? Did they not talk of ſending forty thou- 


ſand mien to force us to accept of liberty? And was not that a 


cauſe of alarm to the friends of true liberty, and occaſibned them 
to riſe in a way that, I ſhould have thought, would bave put un 
end to thoſe attempts? The war in which we ate engaged id in 
ſelf-defence 'ngainſt the greateſt invaſion of our rights and lis 


berties, that ever was attempted ;- but that we are at war, for 
the purpoſe of deſtroying a whole people; that is an infinuation 
ſo groſs, and ſo cruel, that it is impoſſible any government ever 
can maintain itſelf, if it ſuffers ſuch falſehoods to eſcape; By 


© it your commerce is ſore cramped; and almoſt ruined;- Thou: 


* ſands and ten thouſands of your Fellow Citizens, parts 


* in a ſtate of proſperity, are reduced to u ſtate of poverty, mi- 


* ſery, and wretchedneſs.' This is not the people they ate ſpenk - 
ing to, for they are in a ſtate of lethargy; are they to'awaken 
them to tell them there is no commerce, that all is gone to 


wreck? Poor honeſt Tradeſmen ! They think nothiüg of that 


Nes ene by this preacher of the goſpel, and warned to 


riſe, The concluſion is The blood of your brethren is pouring 


eng; 44d ll this te forge takin foe u fred people, and even- 


© tually to rivet them forever on nen ſo that the object of 


this war is to enſlave this nation. To the loſs of the in valuable 


| rights and privileges which our fathers enjoyed, we impute 


this barbarous and calamitous war, our ruinous and ill grow- 


© ing taxation, and all the miſeries and oppreſſions which we la- 
* bour under.“ Now taxation is only one complaint; but 


there is, beſi des taxation, all the growing miſeries we la- 


bour under: Taxation is neceflary, without it a"nition cannot 
exiſt z it is an unavoidable misfortune, we cannot help it; but 
p | I Vp 9 wy N | 


* 2 iT 66 1 | 
theſe worthy people are told, befidey the taxes, all the miſeries | 
vou are labouring under. When did we enjoy privileges that 
we are not now in the poſſeſlion of? And which I hope will be 
rr. * The friends of liberty call 
upon you by all that js dear and worthy, of poſſeſſing us men, 
by your omn oppreflioas z by the miſeties and ſorrows of your 
| 1* fulforing brethren,” ther ie, by tbe fer and ſorrowe of the peo- 
i ne that you dread; by the ſweet remem- 
h * brance. of your patriotic anceſtors; and by all that your poſte- 
„ * rity bone a right to anpedt from you,—to join us in our ar- 
af tions ſot the preſervation of our periſhiag liberty, and the reco- 
very of our long loſt rights.“ What a Rrange fituation is this 
for a people? One would ſuppoſe this man was preaching to a 
let of people from Ruſſia, or Otaheite, as ignorant of Britain as 
one of theſe. people, Does be ſay, in what manner theſe rights 
are to bo aſſerted Not a word. Does be fay, the meaning is, 
dat you concur in a petition to Parliament ?. There is no ſuch, 
[things but you are to gather round the fabric of liberty. I won · 
"der ho did dot mention the tree of liberty. But if any govern- 
ment ſuffers ſuch en attack upon the conſtitution, making 
* be eee happy before, nothing can have a 
_ worſe effect to make men unhappy, and to bring anarchy and 
_ . confuſion. into the country, among a ſet of originally well diſ- 
poſed perſons, Is there any perſon living ſo abandoned as to be 
. ,defirous,. that this happy country ſhould be put into that miſer- 
able and wretched ſituation to which they are ſo much attached? 
be rc eee Why, » man was executed the other day 
for ſaying; chat one tyrant was no worſe than ſeven hundred, 
_—_ "aq"; As to the liberty of the preſs, 
I I believe it never was in the fituation it is in now in France. I 
ana true friend to the liberty of the preſs, when printing in the 
 - ordinary; courſe of publication z, why, then he may exerciſe that 
. proper-liberty, which I hope every man is entitled to; but when 
that preſs is made the trumpet of rebellion, to circulate libels 
and ſeditious publications in the form of a Hand Bill, there ne- 
ver was an Advocate for the Liberty of the Preſs who pretend- 
ed to juſtify it, Thoſe ſpeeches that have been quoted, I don't 
| know whether they ever were made or not in the Houſes of Par- 
liament, in which they were ſuid 10 be delivered 3 they are not 


— 


1 
. 


_— 


r yy oe, opibngt 


ii that an argument to be uſed by a lawyer z becauſe per ſons art 


way, let this man go too; that js the ſtrungeſt argument I ever 


r == 


— 


4 are hers confidering whether he has committed u crime that 
oußht to be puniſhod. L can have no heſitation in fiying; in thy 
conſcience, that there would have been an end of all govern- 


baye dong it, we are not to ſuſtain the action, is an ubmination + 1 


country, in which all Courts of Juſtice, all liberty, and ull reli- 


t 


n Sf tr Fa | 
know upon What authority they have taken upon them to aſſert, - 
that ſuch and ſuch men make uſe of ſuch 'expreffions; but ſup- 
poſing they were true, it is the buſineſs of Parliament to take 
copnirunce of their own members ? it does not belong to me to 
enquire into it; if they bave ſaid any thing wrong, I um "very - | 
ſorry for it; but, if there are a thouſand crimes that go unpuniſbed, 


guilty of equal crimes, and have not been puniſhed, that there- 
fore a ſupreme Court is to fiamp un authority upon crimes 
brought before them? Should it appear that a man had Commit- 

ted a murder, and was allowed to eſcape, would that have been 
an argument; Tuck « man, guilty of the ſame crime, bas got u- 


heard Our duty, my Lord, 'is merely official. I faid” before, 
me are not the Judges of, whether this man is guilty or not, We 


ment; every man would be unworthy of exiſting, who held, that 12 1 
a perſon finding fault with the Conſtitution nnd tulſiag inſurvee -. 
tions in the country, that that is no crime; nd becguſe chers 


that if a Court of Juſtice were capable of it in this bountry, 
would deſerve, and be worthy to receive the fate of that other 


gion has been overthrown, I am of opinien that it iy perfectiy 
relevant, that there is no occaſion to ſeparate it, and ſay, this 
paſſage is ſeditious, and that is ſeditious, but, that the whole f 
it is ſeditious; and 1 believe there is ſcarce any thing in it but 

is ſeditious; uad 1 am happy that, in this coutitry;"Scotland, © 
greater privileges have been evjoyed/ than in England, I am * 
happy to ſay, that u late incident has ſhewn that we have had 
more liberty than England has; for in queſtions of libel, and imm 
queſtions of ſeditious publications, it never us in the breaſts of the | 
Jury to ſay, whether it was a libel' or not; it wut not ſo in Eng- 
land till lately; it is ſo now, which is another proof that the Far- 1 
liament will amend themſelves, when they ſee cauſe for itz th 1 9 
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en give bete eres 
hat the crime is relevant; and I humbly move your Lordſhip 
to fg it criminal, and allo the Pannel to prove all fats and 
circumſtances that may tend to exculpate him, or mitigate his 


| | guilt; and. to. refer it to;an allize, io enamine aud ponäder upon 


the whole of the evidence, whether this is or not a moſt ſcanda; 
ons and ſeditious publication, and whether this man has com- 
e W of wines. publilhing, or cixculating, yes or 
8 | 
his eee 8 4 eee 
upon the zelepnney of the libel, I muſt take the liberty to ob- 
ſerve, that by far the greater part of the argument, maintained up- 
on the part af the Pannel, ſeemed to me to apply to a queſtion, 
which, in my apprehenſion, has not the moſt diſtant connection 
with the; iſſue of this trial; I mean the whole part of the argu- 
ment which reſpected the Liberty of the Preſs, and the danger 
mhich chat liberty might incur; from. the event of this trial. I 
eee with the authors, quoted by the Counſel for the Pannel, 
that the Liberty of the Preſs is one great bulwark of our free 
and excellent, conſtitution, and, as ſuch, I hope, my Lord, We 
„ ſhall ever preſerve. it; but, in what does that liberty conſiſt? 
It. confiſis in this, that eyery man may write, may print, may 
publih what he pleaſes, free from the laſh. of a licenſer, free 
from the laſh of imprimatur, as the Counſel for the Pannel 
My. Lord, with us the Liberty of the Preſs is us free 
liberty of pech; as every man may ſpeak what he plea- 
every man may write, may print, may publiſh what he 
eee eee that, if 
treaſon, if he ſpeak blaſphemy, if he ſpeak ſedition, if 
ſlander, be is liable to proſecution for that blaſphemy, 
for that ſedition, and for that ſlander. In the 
ſame way, if he write, and print, and publih blaſphemy, trea- 
ſon, ſedition, or ſlander, he is liable to be puniſhed for ſo doing, 
ben convicted by a verdict of his country, by 4 Jury of his 
country, to whole unfettered judgment it muſt go, whether he 
has been guilty, of ſpeaking, writing, printing, or publiſhing any 
thing criminal. My Lord, that being the nature of the Liber- 
; ty of the Prefs, it cannot be affected in any degree by this trial, 
| ju whatever way this trial ay terminate z for the Ciogle queſtion 


* 
# 


| ſpoke of it ſo fully, I ſhould think it improper-in this ſtage of # 


5 RY. 


ee thin icing bo. or be-not 8 


of that queſtion the Jury muſt ultimately decide. If there be 
no ſedition in it, then the writer of it | has, been. guilty of a6 
anette eee eee ere 
bis country; and ought to ſuffer for ſo doing ot 
My Lord, The theta ht at 


m idderation is, Whether this be a feditious writiug er uo? And, 


my Lord, that is a queſtion which, [agree with your Lordſhip, 
ſcems to me not to admit of the ſmalleſt doubt; fur I believe 
there ãs not within theſe walls one man of common underſtand- 


' ng, whoſe mind is not warped by ſome ſtrange bias, by ſoma 


unaccountable prejudice, who does not concur in the opinion, 
given by your Lordſhip. As your Lordſhip has given that opi- 
nion ſo fully, and as the learned Counſel for the "Proſecution 


the cauſe, to detain the Court with any further qbſervations.. It % 
only remains for me to find, the libel relevant to infer the pains 


of law; but allow the Pannel to prove, in the uſual form, 


and all facts and nen nenn 


| and remit his guilt. | V1 £25428 27 


; The following bees of th Jury ot thi ſmorn: 


| Charles Campbell, ,*. |. James, Caldermood. bn. . | 
Robert Stewart, 1 James Lumſden, 


FJ 


James Stewart, Alexander Duncan, _ . 
Thomas Sandiman, Patrick Linda, Fu 
David Laird, oy An A 
David Anderſon, . bor i Alexander Md bab e le 
Col. John Thompſon, . PR et tis 
mende e Clert,. He. Gr o Bt 5 A 11490 1604" 
Nee: Gan 1 
kriorres ro THE CxOWN 5 
"HARRY DAVIDSON, © 
1 210 ee, Ae e e a l. 
2 We Declaration, and e, is the ons 
that you heard the Pannel emit?—4, Les. pt ' 


: Did he emit it voluntarily ?. J. Yes.” tl n 


He appeared to be ſober,” wad kk Kar pp . 
A. Yes, 
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© There is d6.fotee hor conipulion made is of dt No, 
| 8 e een g g e v ta 
„ a- Yeu | #1 (OUS ak. 
| &; They were produced to you bn the ul ur. Clarks Of. 
|" Be, met nt they fn Yes. 
„ nuggets, erg peer 404 Ad — 
2 It is ned by you = Yeu 
„ gg comer war ON de 8 er 
Nr | 
(Mb. er ede e „0 Wader G 
_ end h lun, and produced « pray ede vn . eye 
D 8 
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eonon M EAI MAKE A. 
| eee Examined by Mel Burr... nee 
e e eee We aii 
e kt umd de proper to tell this witneſs, Ne 
un nothing that he may ſuy aguinſt himſelf, that can afterwards 
eee kim in a criminal proſeoution, and for very 
it reaſons, [ with the witneſs to withdraw a minte. 
| 128 Ie witngt ordered to withdrew.) 
_ Mr. N. Lords, the fact moſt certainly bs, hs & 
' | on ws mf the author of the Hand Bill which is now 
* ted; this is a fact of u very delicate nature, for the wit- 
| held do confels, and therefore when that queſtion comes to be 
pot to him, 1 fubmit to your Lordfhips, it would be very pro- 
per to give him u very ſpecial warning, and a vety ſpeclul iufor- 
mation indeed, that there is nothing that he can ueknowledge, 
| | : {5 Ting WOE Os ee - Hand” Bill, 
j imat can affect bis own perſonal ſafety; or that it is poſſible that 
1 DL onion ry ere gms 
= {The quitting eolfed in d.! 
4 1 Fee e eee 
we truth and 1 can afflire you that nothing that you can ac- 
_ knowledge, or ſuy, regarding your own conduct, can militate a- 
geinſt you; you canuct - de accuſed of it ; however, you muſt 
dap eee eee ee eee 
il Barer aus» memder of cn in Dunte? | 
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4. Ya there are two Bocleties in Dundee. 
"©, What are they called ? 


| L On is eld te Fiend of th Cotton and th 4 
her, the Friends of Liberty. [1 


Which are you a member of ? RW} 


. The Society of the Friends of Liber... 2 


£, Where do the Friends of Liberty meet? 
A. They meet at preſeut in « place, caled the Bervan Meet 


iag-Houle, 


25 Was you in the uſe of attending their montngs generally? 
A. I generally attended them. 
V2 Are you acqualated wiiþ Juanes Yeoman Bukar, 1 6. 


1 Yes. ; þ P 


* 


£, ls he « member of thae Society ?—4. Ves 1 
Are there Officers in this Society, as roy 


diſtinguiſhiag name .f. Les. | 5 


2 Have you a Preſes A. Yes. 
£,' What other Officers are there? 


A We have u Secretary and a Treaſurer. - | 4 
| eee Yeu _ N 


2 What was you ? 
Do you remember a manuſcript . 


hn upon any particular occaſion ?, 


A. I remember different manuſcripts; - 


| . 3 | 
to Friends and Fellow Citizens A. Vs. 


. At what time was what, as far ns you remember? 
A. Sometime in July Month, 

2 Do you remember the title of that manuſcript 

A. IL remember it was called an addreſs to Fellow 


| or an addreſs to the Frieads of Liberty, Iden remember the | 
. 


Ws was it that produced this addreſs, do you know.? 
A. The firſt part that was produced was at a Committee; it 


was made by the Sqciety in en mum 
their king. 


2. Jas why proterd e 2 


4 4 - 
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B. The firſt part of it ?' © n a wes * 
A. Les, eee eee e i . 
| -& rie 
N Who read the manuſctipt, as far as you recollect? 
A. In the Committee 1 believe it was laid upon the table, 
and Mr. Palmer, — by we; nl ome ethers to that 
ys read it. 
Did Nr. Palmer read 8180. n 15 
A. Asfar as | recollect he read it o r. 
What poſſed at the meeting? - Afs 
PP 
eee 
A Yes. 
Was there any other manuſeript produced n meet- 


Renee. e 
Lord Esxcaovs.—-Was the _—_— « Comminte, oe. full 
meeting ? | PIs FO OTETS. 


A. Iemus what is called in ur notice « general eise. 
R, When wh this gre un ne 

far as you recollect? 

- ts [ds not ee remadabar a es that.- 

1 L Wixitelld by that Commiee that you was . in? 

A. Ves. 


2, What was the pricple of cling that geveral ener 


WY”, CT ee eee 
firſt place ; and chen to publih an ne Re e 
ens, upon the critical fitustion of the country. 
H. Was it propoſed at that Committee, . 
- hould be read in the general extraordinary meeting. —4 Yes. 
2: Who produced e eee He. rag 
—— 

A The'Bdckity" wil ee pithored befare 1 wont id, and 
auen it into the houſe "cannot tell; there had been 
ſome confideration before I came re- Fes whgde, 
and then I ſaw it lying upon the table firſt, I think. 


7» Was it I that 11 n mening? 


* 


5 8 8. mm 2 oe 


* 
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S Was the MS. of the Addrefs 8 at that time, was 
it finiſhed ?—£, No, i was or | 
„ Wben War it ashes? ne e 3 


eu te to, and thoſe alteratiohs. ordered. to be made ut. 
Abe Made Ay eder ves abt ic? 9% 9177 L 8 
A. It was ordered to be printed. . 1 
Non, recolle® yourſelf before you F A 
Who was it that the meeting ordered to get it . 
A. As far us I recollect it was delivered to 


James Ellis; ot one, or both of hes. 
3 9, Does it conſiſt with your kaowlodgy _—_ a : 
r meinber of that meeting? ſy TY 

\ 4. He entered a member oe SY in wat. 


 V, Is there any form at the entry of a de 17 book | 


kept of the Soclety's proceedings? © 


. There wis a book with a teſt and the names of the Soci- - 


. ws wert it — . Me. 1 02: ',29 G9 ad 3s BAY 4 | 
VP; Was there any debate upon TILL Ves, there was. © . 


A, It was debated, and e are e 


8 Was any thing done at the meeting after thoſe alterations | 


ety—ſubſcribing r N and the wage why 
| i 134 3 me 


they ſigned ft, 


L Nad very member fed ht when he ond? veel 


A. Yes. A 


Would you know, if you vert 10 lee this addreſs, EY ö 


ther it was the ſame addreſs that was approved of at that e 


„ 


Nr ordered to be printed —4. 1 am 1 very ſure. 
Look at this? © 2 cope 
A4. 1 have ſeen a paper like this before. could a er 
"that it is altogether the ſame, word for word, bat the gener 
of it is the ſame, I think; but I could not ſwear to the * 
Look i your ſubſcription is ut hs back of that ? on 
A. Yes. 2 * es 
Vou mentioned Aae ago, that there was only part of 
the addreſs made up and produced at the Committee, and vou 
mentioned aſtetwards, that this draught was produced ufterwards 
at the general meeting, or part of it; vo, as far as vou regsl. 
e ws ny addition de is this a from the time ie Hy 
K 
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hp PANE ke et e the 
1 Er have mere eee 
1 "© De know mho made the additions ? | 1 45 
Wah >: "of 1 was not preſent, and 1 don't know, "ae of 
Do you know in whole poſſeſſien the MS, ns, from the 
— of the Commaſres. te the Geveral Menting ? - WOT 
"4 As for ns. 1 kart, ij was in the golſefiion of Mr. Palmer. 
Wa there, as far 2s you recolleR, any thing mentioned = 
in the bopks of the Society, who. this MS. was Wl, me ; 1 


1 ' 


minute taken down? 
1 An 14 


n N 
ä eee yeh tay whe you ert th 
8 neren 
t 
* ae and ſee if you en boſe, wy 


it is 4 I don't know, : | 3 

1 know 20 hand-waiting that it is Her. 14 
ere 

1 zn Sen whoſ u- 


1 WE; I don't know ; and ye man Ling cnn make ws fe mom 


han 1 w. n 

| Pers Vo wil who, rigs ow i FD x 5 
£1 fm 10 an ning tt pes Ln 

| know who wrote it, nor whoſe band-mriting it u. Rp 
Mr, Bunnpre—Do you kngw the perſon who wraje 

ee pred et e. 


| N * moing yy fame. 
- e 7 10 
bo Led Eaxonove—Was it the ſame hand-wiiting? 8 þ a 
| 4 lt was the ſame paper with alterations, 1 Y 
3 M. Bnerrr=—Whas bed ad were ths ut, 
** "£& 1 don't know. | 
Mt. MC Whoſe band-writing mere the additions 
I don't know. 


4 3 


* 1 
- 


| hot fut Tete HE NAT b. bel wok l; but aa de her 


: uf finer MI e <2 1 


| bir ce he did poſitively fly proppls 403 
| Wat were carried into * 


| the Adireſs'to be W Ae An: bs think you Tajd, it wap deliver- 


% : wok x 


K * 5 55 
— becuuls I hore fade of 1s 


yielf. 3 
Lord Eb n Did oo writs wy ling upon; dit | wy 
between the to met 2 M No.” 2 
2 Were there ſome haha ale beech eſtes hs 

4 Ye. woohoo: yu 
2 _ +: 3-99 e W 

f tic * 4 #2 $5344 te 
r 1 renn e e. of one ad} 
-* © But Fo man den is 4eliae you betibre. "| i 13h Nas 
A Fhoughe'it was* Mr. Pulaier who bad doe it, Vat ur 


whether be fuld ſo'vt bort. | 
| Mr. BivzrT—Are you acquaint ited with pete ofthe aun. 
N fone acquaintance of him. 
E ˙·1 SARA 
A. 1 don't teniember bf prefent 5 . of bis 
bg Do you ko his habd-writtng ?—2. No, I do not. PE 
©. You would not knoy it if you were to 14 N44 Ns. 
M. I Ca —Wers 15 Fo the alterations, that were 
made before the Committee, x ty, Wer 
by My. Fultner in — wm = 8 | ry 


A T have beard him, in the oz conve 
about it, and propoſe alterations. WF 5 ö 
E Tie quentfon that Thut bs, wats of the 


that were l nad, were ſuggeſted by c, Palmer! 


Aa There were ſo mary 6f, them ſpeaking, See 


effeQ, or 
*0:" Was he one of theſpeakers Pol eng be did fpenk upon it, 
Lord Exzexove.—You have ſaid As ociety. 525 82 


ed either to Mr. 


almmer you named... f | 


a — leader wi made, WIENER 


4. 94. a. . of wy 
ede, was commitiad's rag, 
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| 2. Would know Tikes 
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ne Fan d = or ai ot wi | 
ol Fins tar b 2 uy a 
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4 1 cannot fo pony what ook lj nat ann 
it, but 1 au voh fur, becauſe Ee dle te n . 


rance of it. we. 
2 Da you know i ther had bom au lara 10m en. 
Society book? . TEINS”  Lavatizd £0508 ao 


A. Therg,yas 1 e torn aut of e 
but I did nut dee it. io Wing allege ante ae. 
..& Dogon, know, what the leaves contained, db dne de 
out of the bock?) . n nad 
1 Least fay as to that, becpuſe f A gt lex thanytory. 

Wes you'told what they contained... {aun 26 oh. * 
4 Le tad they contained the une of the 


. And what were the names ſubjoined to--ngrogthe fubs 

7 joined;to.a gef zr. 4. Yes.,. nenne 

2 And that was totn out 5. 1b ſuppoſe A. Lene u. 

Lord Taresoz. „Did you hear, whether ther tft was torn 
out —4 1 cannot be  pokitive whether, I boſe er wah 
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'L Did you fign the teſt of the. Society A. Nes. 
3 Do you, remember. che ſubfiance,of he teföf , |_ org MY 
- A. I; cannot poftively ſay I remember it, o. 88 t reptat it 

2 Recollect as well as you can, and ſtate iat iti is in ſub · 
lande, not the; very, worde, but the meaning of ĩt? W 

A. We, whole names are hereunto ſobioiard, do declas, 
that we are not altogether ſatiaß ed vb the: preſent : nepeſunta - 
tion of the people, that we/are fonts ſhorten daration:of Nuria - 

ments, and a more equal repreſentations or ſomethiag to that 
purpoſe, in the Houſe. of Commons- Sr wo Ne 
# "Wiki there any, Hine" or mecture chatad anti ++ 2493 
gay * legal means, 8 
n it, 07.9" 3352-97204 4.24014 
Was "Ye i gs Te 
. What, part of «page: 0 
A. Not quite ſo much as.the; fourth; gart Ae 
N How man) lines did it make? Dede 4.33; oft, 
A. dont remember; the. number. of Ines. aan 
nn eee the AG 


141. 


mg 
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Fe ee hehe BUS ee Yes. 
ee you tall wat was the nature of hole ede, 
Ae lech n . er work de he? bare 


Wade 85 you ens by & teten, OR INN 
4 The terte nete not {6 Berl. e Fo? ee e 
4 0 Felber was for in As 5 Ke eee 
e WP Þ "BY ba6luirty! 69619 0 41 BOW THAW HAD, = 
2 Did Me, Pale dre ta of the propriety 
publ. att'# [| Henk _ tr w Ya! 
ls eee Sense, Me, Filme 
"©, Hes Mr Polk ks 
6 Dune, gr der iy? 
A. He dell in Dundee, 24 T'have 
Mae Ie # 15 
2 Where deer James . 75 hawk. f1 it 20 B Sher * 
A. L he ein His, e eee e eden dt be Bes 
| vides Duma but not atogair)T carat Gy ec e 


1 is: 
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n 
. yow know ot what d= le. eve adwines 
bee of this Society. ' | An 2 U N 


ae th dep 5 be nth Ba Ia tt: 
| on thay of Wo 

me Fidrmrty-alleded/vs.- N . 
1 * ff th — e c. 
ittee ann 105 "Sine Y $409) Sy 1 4 
. N Lord; bark tell — 

- lavited there that night. a chr ho wa 
. FOEWPEPEY "if; 
| yport. the Addreſs, between the meeting of the Committee ond 
the genera? weeting, what way rhe miture of the zſerntions > 
A. I don't remember as te the alterations 'pofi what 
e _ Soph bellove the” words d ; Pal- 


D $113 ee Den e r 


| "1H 4bink you 6d Dfr;'Palnlor bod, in dhe evils of bonset- 
ren In, and you. believed, otherwiſe, #s he was u is Penker in the 


denen mas ot rk; brag 9 200 


ke. 


eres ju * 
at 3% . , 


| þe for ö harſh? 


15 
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t 


N 


mar bad thaught * — — 


gad interlined. _- - . 23 
|: Was there zap alteration in th ſpelling 4 Yew 
Was that the chief alteration .. Vet, it man 1 
L; Did you erer a Mr. Pat, toad - 
fort !—A No, I never. did DL Vo * 
Gee eee 88 
A I den' remember whether | ever did or not pofitvllyy/ / 
there was « talking of two addreſſes, or three, qr more that was, 


ts be prefented, bot whether aſked Mr. Palmer to write one or 
not, I .am.ngt ſure, n W ann 


he thought neceſlary, 4 64 oP - 


4, Do ber- of it ing rde Ur Per " 


himſelf, that he ſhould write on addreſs! 
A. | cannot be ſure at preſent of that. ' 
Lord Apzxcaonayis.—You have . 
mained in the hands of Mr, Palmer, feom the time of the Com- 
mittee, till the general meeting, and you ſaid juſt now that y 
deſired Mr. Palmer to make what alterations he thought proper, 


| 1 ſbould be glad to know, xt what dime you defired him to do ſo? 


A. At the Committee it was given to him, and the Commit- 
toe ortlered een rl nan uherations were. | 


- neceſlary. N # V7.5 2 N 7 


Me. Clans Von have Bid e fume ofthe alterations wer 


made by yourſelf !=2, Yes. 


4; Were thoſe. dean made, ae rams wy of Me. 


Palmer's hands? A. Yes © = 


Lond Ematovs—Were your alterations adopted?» | ed 
Les, they were agreed to. as 
S Les hes het auatimn;tabed 
were made in the paper after i * out of Mr. wiv N 


were adopted ? 


A Yes, Ae hd Th ede 
2; You have already faid, that Mr. Palmer was = ſpeaker in 


f the debate Did he encourage thoſe alterations that wete pro- 
poſed in the Society, or did be diſapprove of them, or what port 


did-Mr. Palmer take in the debate at the general meeting? Was 


An. 


He rn mt. be 
7 thought were inconvenient ; and I don't remember his 
e alortions tha night thy os or niking 0 or nien | 
. harſher, but mill to be ſoſter. - > T6121 90 ieaths # VV | 


Wes the propriety of pobliiing eee eee at 
more meetings than one? & 
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4 Did Mr. Palmer, at che night e 468. 


tinue to diſſuade them from publiſhing the paper at all!?! 


A. 1 do not recolle&-righzly whether he was-againſt publiſh. 


\ "i: en eee egg hart WW 


with the reſt of the ſociety: n e cis 


Do vou know, or did „ Abe object 
ol the ſociety ini „ eee e 
quence did they expect from it? n 
RT 1. T believe the meaning: of the ſooiety-wes; f 1 n- 
derſtood them, that, in the proſent ſituation of the country, and 


in the part that w had taken in the affair, we were determined'to 
call upon our fellow-citizens, by. a ſpirited addreſs We meant 


nothing in the world but to make way to their feelings, and noe 
to theit paſſ ons: ue had no idea of ſedition in it; and if chere 


was, it was from want of knowledge in us: out ignorance is to 
blame; and what we expected from it was; in the courſe of our 


proſecution” to cauſe a Reform, we thought it neceſſaty to put 
ſorih a paper of that kind, to animate our fellow-citizens to go 


vn in getting that redreſs which we had not yet got. eh. 


hls 


A. We bad conſidered he publiing of addres for to ur 


7 three months. 


2. And how many meetings e el fe la det B 
A. I cannot ſay, becauſe we varied the times af our m 
ſometimes we met once a- week, and ſometimes not ſo often. 
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2. bia you propoſe 9 pertion Palament b.. Parliamen- 
tary Reform at that time) 

A. I do not en en big eee Ade addreſs 
aud what we were to do afterwarde was to de guided by cir- 
eumſtances; we were not ſure as to that. of: petitioning * 
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5 4, A watchmaker in Dundee. 


& Do you know of any ede the tows of be- 
went by any particular name A. Ta I wal 0055S 
2 What names had they! 8 8 
A Iknow the Society of the Friends of the G 
a ſociety under the name of the Friends of Liberty: 4 
2. Where did the Society of the ane f l 
Dundee ?—. In the Berean Meeting-houſe... 5 
Lord Es&cxove.—lt is fit that I ſhould tell you; that aching 


chat you can ſay in point of fact, with. reſpedt to yourſelf, can at 


e eee mene , e 
to tell the trutb:-· 

Mr. Bozxzrr= Was you « member. of the Saar ofthe 
Friends of Liberty ?—4,,I was a member. 

S At what time did yi became 6 member, . 
lect ?—£. I cannot be pointed as to that. 
9. A cunfiderable time ago :- Yes | ot 
— updti ang: particaliy ojeatit, buing 


A. Yes, I was preſent. | v 
©, Do you remember what time this * 7 


Wy” n ee eee bs think abt fix 


weeks ago, perhaps more. 44-41 
©; Wha een e het de FOI oe 8 821 neg 
A. 1 mas at thts when as inroicndy mari pi 

ſon's hand when I ſaw it. 
L, In whoſe hand was it? Abe inf 
A. In Geotge Mealmaker's hind. © | HD 
2 What mas the 1486s of that; M68: W fav a8 ou raider 

what title had it ?—£. It was an addreſs to the people. 

2, What was the tenor of it, as far as v remember? 

4. 1 did not attend much to it, as it did not meat aueh with 

my own approbation. 

2, Upon what grounds did de dps of it? | 
. I did not agree ARTIE Ws 
matter contained in it 7 


Ae. 


* 9 9 . 
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2 eee ee ; 
A. I never attended much to the paper. If I was hearing it 
i [could probably tell what lte me ini, Py 
79 e ee e eee 
what 
8 22.4% pen x ag of pops, 1 
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2 Was it a MS. — 
7 . re. tre Sar N 2 


* 4 = f 1 


— che fdtnce of that you en dk 
Al that copy once in-the-town-bouſe of Dundee; but 
eee eee bl. N 
Read u? 2 Yu | 

3 eee 
% eee ey GS eee Yai 

A I know him by-fight — 

2 Was he ee eee Ves, Wb | 
2B neee N EA ee 
about the MS.? 

A. Yes; Mr. Palmer ſpake- with regard to fometking in the 

, written copy, as being too ſtrong. 

8 2: Were: Gere ay dende ade un were ue wo 
that paper ? 

4. If I cemember; aiſtinfiy, rare ae were-render- 

* -edinto'quaſtions which were in the written copy afſerted. 

Lord Azzxczxonmpt—Who was . un, 
tions into queſtions? 1 ' 
A. I think Mr Palmer did it. WT” | 


AI. Bvaxzrr—Did you hear any thing aboyt ping tha 
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O41 out cemonde of bag en ing v rnd 9th 
printing of it. 
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A. . of th eating as i appr 
* | 


n you ko know that addreſs By ſing y of ie 
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t 3 1 bias 
| Bid you equainthe whole time of the mn 9 88 
$1; . No, L remained a very ſhort time. 15 
| What paſſed reſpecting that manuſcript? 
eee oy hg, en th b ede, 
| 1 now mentioned., £4 

1 Mr. M*Condctts..Did' they come to the reſolution of print-' 

| n MS: while'you was there? 
Not that I remember, I think ft was to be Wide af-- 
_ terwards to ſome committee, er e thus ee 4 
the meeting ſpoke to that purpoſe. | | 
But you did not ſtay A. No, I ftaid but e bort time.” 
Mr. BoxxzrTT.—Do you remember ſeeing this MS. aſter it was 
inted ? A. I never ſaw the MS, enen Gb? 


L B, But did you ſve the paper? a 

ut Br 

by | J%%b̃⁊ͥa h ̃ꝓ pap 3r Wh Ped 
1 poſſeſſion? eq 


2 A. T do not wee e 4 dd an ust, 1 think i 
| was in Mr. Palmer's company to ſee him after that night. 
2. Have you had occaſion to be acquainted with the hand- 
| writing of Mr. Fyſhe Palmer? A. I have ſeen it. 5 
k | 2, Do you think you ſhould know any. writing of is that 


; was' ſhown to you? 

8 A. I cannot ſay that I g. 
diſcern a reſemblance probably. | 

n . Look at thoſe ( /bewing bum ſome aper) : 


A. I think it bears ſome reſemblance. eee e eee 
two laſt ones: I don't think there is any great reſemblance. 
L, Look at that (/bewing him-the addreſs) : = 
A. I cannot ſprak as to the hand- writing at all. 
EC Adad w-fotwts Biie2e Dradbh2-s FA 
4. I cannot ſay that 1 am much rer hee e 
Foow him. 148 
2, Had you ever any occaſion to fe his hand-orting ; 
A. Never. 
& Look at that s( last) de pon knew tg: 
A. I think that is like to Mr. Palmer's... | 
= Ape Lords, I wiſh the-witneſs to be removed ons 
N ö IIA es: by 
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Fa 


moment: it in not to make any objeRion to the ind but I 
15  , nim ſure yout Lordſhip will fee the proprigty of pon 


| e "Ie 
Fee, 4h "The wang! ended ts miiberons.). 

| eee 
27; 'that hes eh come to my knowledge mighin theſe two minutes; 
and, my Lords, it is this, that there is z remarkable reſemblance 
between Mr, Palmer's: band-writing and his. brother's hand: 
writing, who. lives in England; Your Lorgſhips muſt know 
very well, that that often takes place, that there is a family 
likeneſs in hand-writings as well as in faces. 1 have here ſome 
- of his brother's hand-writing: which I wiſh to ſhow him, and ak 
A ee 

your Eqrdiaip's opinion upon it. 
| "Land Baxandrn.cmlf the Public Profecmter abjefted 36 it, 7 
| dou't know: that the Court could allow it; but 1-underſtand 
1 . rage e e eee | 

11088 Jp 33 ( The witneſs called in again.) .  * | 
. Ms, Cuntre—l with te atk 5 gueſlion or tre Grft; You ſaid 
HO e as ee eee Eg 
cis addreſs was canvalled?—2. Yes. 107 | 
- ©, Did Mr Paier hake « part in the debate? 1 
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A. I ſaid before that he ſpoke of putting what was. alſerted 
in the written copy into queſtion in the printed copy. 
2. Did Mr Palmer propoſe any other alterations“ 
5 A e 
vo iy on ee e e ee 


as to that. 


K* 
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; e Did you propoſe any alterations your 
A. No, I did not. 
. You diſapproved of it yourſelf —- 4 2 1 
& Pleaſe to look at that writing, 40 you think that ren 
bles Mr, Palmer's band-writing ! 
A. I cannot ſay I think it does. T never fi ang of his and: 
writing ſo large. 
V Upon what oecafion did you ever ſee Mr. W nee 
writing ?—4, He wrote to me once from Edinburgh. | 
£, And-you knew that that was bis hand- writing? 
emen, 


. 
, 


t 1 
£, Do you know that that letter Shich you reeciead ham | 
Taihurghy mes the hand-wricing of Mr: Palmer 2 - 
A. It was figned by Mr. Palmer, and do teat 
Ee 
JAMES MATTHEW ” 
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; "mo amined by Mr. Buaxzrr. .. 
e Was you Member of py e inthe . of Da 
dee A. Les. e "1 | 
2, What ſociety yas you a Member . 5 e 
A. The Society of the Friends & Liverry. - Re 
2 — We 
„„ R 


eee, 
A. Les. | 
£, Yo-fou remember ahy MB; ding poet war: | 
ing i—4: Yes, 
e Do you remember a det the raren of Liber? | 
6 14K nn ateboraytrrmrangmgt 
© Was Mr, Palmer preſent it that mpeting ? - 
A. If I remember right he Was. 24 $02 


C08. BEE 


e produced that «dreſs? = anne | 


A. 1 did not fee it produced, eee 


Q, In whoſe hand yas it W It went 
from hand to hand. i belicve' had it in my own bud. e 
L; Did you hear it read? | 
i" nn Phot ent prog, 
Fagraph. 
£, Was there auy debuts figon it 4 Ves. 
Q. Did Mr, Pier flyouts cc v. 


9. Did you hear what he fad? 2M 45 
ien of it. ws, whether it ould be rind 6 - 


not. 
Wbat do you remember Mr, Palmer ſaying then? 

A. I remember he ſpoke againſt printing it. e 
Lou heard it read, Would you know the paper again if 
you was to ſee it, and read it over ; was it the printed or the 
R eng 1 


: houſe 4 I haye ſeen ſeveral paſted up in the town. 


| 1 —4. I retnember there was a deſire to get it printed. 


u cer again and he refuſed to do that. 


Fe ———— Cr -- 


Q, I cannot ar. e paper atm 1 


. thought was it. 


Let ar this printed bre u * ne you u. 


Fe | that was the paper you heard read in ſubſtance ? N 


A Yes, I dare ſay that is the paper. | 
Where did you ſee the printed py? vu you got wy 


Printed copies from any perſop ? 


A. I ha os If 09 boſs night, when Ts wt 
Meg $4 . e bY 
& Do you know why left them >. {1 1 


A No, I e 05 # 
2 Did you; copies bakds thoſe n 


& Do you kan if the meeting ordered any perſon to print 
& Whoa defred tort i printed l-. Me, Palmer, + 
be, roles Palmer undertake to do it?: | 

A derd bm pl i yt n, thy wiſhed him to rite 


T 
copy t —.4 No, I did not. 
Ae e wk 4 ma of ue a. o Jane 


.2, Wake ee * „ 

2. Do you know what was the purpoſe of the ben in ory 
dering that manuſcript to be printed? _ . | 

A. eee een 6 pd oh: 
neſs of Reform. 

25 Do you know Ellis's hand- writing? n 1 

A I not acquainted with it. 

L, Did you hear any thing ſaid in chat merting about die 


| bating this paper! | 
A. lt was eo info om th meting to d 
member to diſtribute it. - . | 6 
e Are you acquainted with the. hand-urting of Þfr Pal. 
mer? 15 
A. L have dren forue pps that hve thought mai hank 


mn 5 


. 
* 


7 


4 j ? 2 
* 
* 4; 
1 * 
SS * 
. 
1 9 
0 ” 
- * Sh: 


| 4.7 © hl 5 | 
a a 5 Look at this Har, und ee you think tht is Me Pal 
mers hand-writing?*:' 1! yo REF 
— tht nd fe papers hat 
have thought were his. 6 - 18 NF f 
2 eee eee 5p WO 3% 10 y E 10 "4 
A, Not at that time. 6 4-2 144+ n ; 
Lon dare Je bee been raue ofthe 
ciety A Yes, I have. "R 23 
I . oli of ay ever mo (+7 
| by Mr. Palmer? 1. A 20 
kink; ape kam en M 
Was mee e 91 
in of that name? EAR Fo 
A Thave been in poſeſion of eter aged T. F. F. ant 
7 | T. E. Palmer. d n ek woas E 


1 Leck at that letter, hs ee ever phate.” and 
Ft ofit; look at it, and make pate certain? 22 
R 
; Did you deliver this letter to wen Frog os £ 
L, Did any perſon get it in your cuſtody? 75 
A. l was taken out of my pocket - book, 1 1 3 
right, e e ebe e na | 
un g | 
& Where-as it ?—4, In my own houſe. ip 230 | 
517 . er he was preſent. 8 
; un ny perſon al for u. printing of hv paper? 
A. Law it paid one night. ul 51.2 
. Who was it paid to?. tt as paid to M Palmer, 
- V, And by whom was it paid? 24 
A. It was paid by a member of the ſociety, Geb Lhe, 
who was treaſurer at that time, if I remember right. 1 
5 Was there a man of the name of Roſs that was treaſurer 915 
there A. I don't know. 2 
| |, Dogon on here mas wap book kg byte Sock 
A. Yes, there was one book kept. ' 
L, Do you know of any leaves being deſtroyed 2 | 
ll, the aha, Saab R 


q61 


wy dnn pen now of: 3 en 
It was reported ſo; r 


/ , n n 


ben in I anne 


A. That is nearly th iz ofthe hook 3 bat it is thicker, 
and there was ſome writing in it. 


2 D06-y0u/think this —— 


Ir. Palmer ? * N go M 136 


2 chin is i foting ike u tat I ad. 
Are they his hand- writing? Fr e 
ar to that 20 1am is is 


as to chat; — of If Par as far * 


| ne 4 TY 


A. I cannot ſay ase n one PATSY 


N ald 20 Ar- Skirviog, and another * cy. dener; 


and the other is a letter to Mr. Ellis. 
2 Yau peak of» ler i meat aro rin, 
nn,, 
Ho came you by it? ee eee eee 
4. e 9 me aout ons wane 
tranſions. - 
Jus Marruzy Croſs-examined by Mer Massa 
Y, You ſay, that a man from Edinburgh came-and took your 
pocket - book from you hom came he to do that? 
A. I was ſeized ſome days before, and was obliged to find 
bail: I was ſeized on Monday morning after breakfaſt: I was 
| taken into my own houſe ; he defired me to open my trunk, and 
he ſearched the houſe : he aſked me what I had in my pockets ; 
1 argued againſt that; and he told me, if I did not do it peace- 
ably," enen force en, n pockets Ed 
Did he he you ung wart that he dad for dino? 
A. No. 
BL, You ſaid, that'this neben form: of the Addreſs was b. 


mitted to the conſideration· of the meeting A. "The. A 


2, Was there any debate upon that ?—£ Ves. . 
V What was the nature ofthe debate, and-who tk part i i 


1 
0 


. 


Alterations. 


t U 1 


# Thin whether & ould be printed; und whether is hould 
be printed in a newſpaper, re 5 
ations that they wiſhed to make in it. 1 

2 Wii ofthe mewbereropid prining oa e., 

A. Mr. Palmer. © : 

2, Was he out-yoted . ew Lbelped to'de . 

©, Was Mr. Palmer one of the people, or ho was it that 
were for altering the tertas of it ? 1 

4. bite people aa I hre. myſelf he fr. 


2, What ſort of altarations did lh pole | 
A. The principal defign of them =; as as bo He 


| thing but good inzantione, hp wiſhed 10 Ae rex ad 
fence to nobady, | + | 


Loap Eixazore—Were they adopted ? 
A. They were ſome of them. _ 

2: Was Mr. beter once i tho bnlsg uu; | 
A. In ſome of them he was. 

£2, Whatwas Mr Wenden ber bee ine dN 
A. mmm . was dhe ſaving of 


\#xpence, 


Mr. Curni.—Do you know who made the original draught of 


the Addreſs ? I know who owned it to be their. 


Who was it A. George Mealmaker. | 

L, What did Mcalmaker do, ar fo u this general met 
when the Addreſs was under conſideration? 

A. Hy fake:of ee e wands whe. had 2 work of 


his on under.confideretion. TE 


2. Do yon remember any thing particular, that he ſaid ? 

A. Nothing particular, more than in a general way acknow» * 
ledging it $9-ho bis 3 whas alterations wees propoſed, he df 
ed the original copy. Lt 

L. Did he defend it with obſtinacy ? | 

A Sometimes, he certainly defended it with a good degree | 
of obſtinacy;, he was anxious to have it continued as it was.” 

2. Was there any of the meeting that ſuſpekted it was an il- 
legal paper? | 
a No. „ 1 had no thought 

it. | 
M 


Fe 


i; Bf * What nen Ge pueden bo en in 67 f 5 
A. My oon ides — IRGARG Wks ob 
ject of a Parliamentary Reform. _ 
MM. M*Concurs—What did you underſtand, . you de- 
fired the people to gather round the fabric of liberty to ſupport it? 
Re” Wente by wer, ane e * i in 

petitionitig Parliament. 9447 

| © What Adyou monn by telthug them, ani bf watt 
petition Parliament, that you were not diſappoĩnted by the deci- 

ſion of the Houſe of Commons concerning your petition, and that 
it was a queſtion you did not expect, (though founded on truth 
and reaſon,) would be ſupported by ſuperior e 4 
encouraging people to preſent mother petition ? 

A. What we meant by it was, that we thought we edel not 
get it this Seſſion ; but we. were not ſo „entge- erg Woe | 
a: endeavour to petition again next Sefioh. 2 4 

D Waß it paſted up is Dundee in ſeveral places ?—2. 4 
Mr, Hacaaxr.— This gentleman aſked you the meaning of 
dne paſſage of this paper, but you will be ſo good as anſwer me, 
und tell me what you mean by different paſſages of it. In the 
ſecond paragraph In ſpite of the virulent ſcandal,” 85 {5% 
ray of the Addreſs, in the Indifiment p. 7.) 

A. Our idea: was; that, as we thought the 3 is 
Parliament was now confined to a few, inſtead of being general, 
if people could get it more general it would be better. 
.; No the next paragraph Is not 172 warning 

[Set boy of the Addreſe, in the Indifiment, p. 7. 

A, That was juſt what we thought; that- — a n 
tion againſt us; and that there was a proof, _ es Saget not 
Ad ready to liſten to us as they ought to be. USE 

Lord Esxcxove—You oannot go wr eos A hw * 
this yh we cannot hear his opinion of them 


ncaa JAMES N Loa. 
. cee, 


2. Where bave you reſided for ſome time paſt? 
4 In the Houſe of Mr. R 


n ei 


LE ww 1 — 1 
V3. a 


es- bal FF 
Are = member of any ofthe ſocieties n Dude 
Ae you 


" 


. A. Ves I am a member of both of tbe. 8 
5 2. How long have you been a member of thoſe two oY | 
We A. 1 have heen-a member of them mga ra rant 
5 . 1s Mr. Palmer a member of them 55 
. A. He is member of one unn, rio lan Fs Wy od 
0 Was he admitted before ou) zac dc 
Y A. I believe we were both Nara ah the ſame night, ' © 
N 2. Do yon remember what paſfed that night? 8 1 
AL Ves. mary, f f Nee are 
\ e N 1 55 "EI 
t „ What was the title of that Addrak'4 8 | 
A. I don't recollect that it had any title. 1975 8 N 
˖ .Was it in manuſcript ?—2. It was. 1 — 21 
A Do yau-Cnow whole hand-writing-uhe MS. mas? "1% | ol 
gy A. I certainly do know whoſe it was, I am certain ãt wis in 
| the hand- writing of a lad of the are Hopi 
f eV. Was all of it his hand-writing ?. -— £. Ves. 5 
2, Were there any alterations in any _— ee * 
f A. Ves. There was one word. f „ 
+-©, Hutt iis Fink Brad 35th, TY 4 * 
L: Did-you'read it? A. Ves. le fu c 
And it was all is bas once, exept one nk. 2 
Al. Ir .. . 312548 «_ beit be 8 
2 What was that ain GRAN Ab nat ey 


A. Either &bw/ing, or ride 5 ne pet, 
L: Whoſe hand-writing was that? A. I cannot tell. 3 


Y. Did the ſociety make any alterations in it? A. Ves 
„ In whoſe hand- wxiting were Ne made??? * 
A. I eannot recollect. eos. Nan 24 ud + 5 * 
2, Were any of them made by Mr. Palmer 3 K W. 
A. Not that I know of. 4 fy,” 5 „ ' 
9. You was there all the time, was not you 4 | 
{-Yes..»I recolle that ſeveral people had- 55 Adareg in 
their hands, and ſeveral peaple had 0 in their * but. I 
cannot ſay who made the alterations. 25 N. 
M Was it ardered to be e 40 It was. 
rr I did. 
M 9 | 


t * 1 


*&, Did 40 body alle thy any thing bout kh Wig Is 
#. the ny ton + me GT 
FCC 
_ ther. 
T we ie delivered ta you, ar 60 lb Nane | 
M. It was delivered to me. yu apa <VAWPII 
| left. the original copy ee ater warmb 
know what became of it . 
| 4. I was taken ill, and 1 0) kaon ht bonne of 
Did you ever ſer it after-it was printed? 
I have ſeen it ſeveral times fince it was ed 5 
2 Have you ſeen it in Mr. Palmer's houſe ice 14 Te 
„ eee en paid Wes wats 
A. I don't know, 
Fi S Do you kann mf Eng eu e, 
No. j algen 
1 Maus Fo ©:7n 30, was 
Dia ou inform the cg tht you kn 6 pre whe 
print it? 15 „ 
| Te eee eee 
Wal there any perſon that you and Mr. Palmer had dgreed 
| upon ſhould print it, after you bad wrote it f H. No. 
2. You left the manuſcript .. Ves. 6-4 | 
Tou had no ecnverſation with Mr, Tus about th 
printing of it afterwards ?—. None. 17 
E [s that your hand- writing A. Ves, [ belteve u is. 
* erde hrpcter. 40 24 made cant , 
. I; will not pretend to ſay that. 
©, Did you write no other copy - Ne. 
hn ha tb th copy you wrt for te prof 
Certainly, 1 A 912.19 
R, Look at the dz i tut our beau; | 
No, that js not my land, 1'tbifik, © - | 
(A it at's 1 at of your onto 
Wks 
Ie ſure I could not fay whoſe hand-writing that is. 
Lord Auzcnonart, You ure upon out; and if there is ne 


— —— —— 


3 
| * 7 
1 7 
, i a | " 


ir L 9 1 5 
| — you 6 bound 101 the Count wad Jr 
what your belief is ? (0 02 re EE 

A. MV Lord, I can only bebe e thing that 1 know ws 
gertainy and, If I have but jo Wien: Gemma nden, 
tber ſuppoſition; than bellef. ' 0 

Q, Yau afe really bound and oth „ (eld (hat rows 
believe, with regard to that lettet g and, us to the hand- writing, 

«are aas j0 tl] it end j yp th ge i . ben feet 

elne | 

A My Lord, 1 un bo Sebtlless of the eeslhoſb af he oth | 
[ bave taken, that I am really not to I r, Af b 
know, becauſe 1 may be vaſtly miſtakev.' - 5 

Lou may be miſiqken, os you che hound to tel what 
your belief i? en ee s 

A. Lean unly ſay, tha "A Ike Me, Palmer writing bat 

can ſay nothing further. 

A Look at that letter; did you - ever fee that lower bees, 

A. I don't know Whether L ever did ot not. 

8 That is a letter addreſſed to you 5 Jokes e L 
it; and, having read it, bees. v pa ag, r er 
ſay, Whether you ever ſaw-it before or not? 

A. can only ſay, tha The on huet den u 

Similar in writing . Ves... 

And fimilar in matte? i 58 ru 

A. Yes but I valtly diſlike laopoltione. | | 

2 Do you believe it to be the ſame letter ? 

A. It has every appearance of ie. 

Do you Mikes a eee it and 
don't ſay it, you are guilty of perjury, and the Court will a& 
with you accordingly ? The queſtion, to you ig plain one; Da 


ou heliers the letter 10 your head to be . letter which you | 


ve formerly received? | ata! 1 

A. Lek waves rage Mes Bak Makes is 8 but 
this direction here, I believe, is different ; aud therefore I am not ta 

go upon a thing that I am not abſolutely certain of. I rather 
| think that the letter, that 1 A e N Mr. err not 
addreſſed to Myr; Ellis. 


* are, upon * bound en mheider you 


'£ 9 1 | 2 


8 think 3 it\ia-thavIRter/this:y0u received from Mr. Pals TY | 


or no ?-— , I have told your Lordſhip: my reaſons e e 
. L really muſt caution you; you pow ſtand upon the _ 
of # prtcipice : you ſay, you rectiyed a letter from Mr. Palmer 7 
the ſubſtance of which appears to be the ſame with that, and 
the hand-wiitirig appears to be the ſame; now, why; herunls wa 

' that letter which you received from Mr. n if et 4h 
7 I gave it tb James Mathen, % l 0% l 1000 574 0% 
. Did you neyer get it back from him "WP"? No. ib! 5; 
Did he ever tell you'what he made of it, or what became 
of it A 1 don't recollect his ever telling me where it went. 
Mr. M Con a r or 
i Wat 67 2 £ -2 0 7 40 mew er. N 
A. Yes, I have "If Ts the report of _ take. which e- 
very body heard, that it was deliveredits a men * n 
Edinburgh to Dundee. 1 ee ant a 
Lord A8#ractonnrr,—For your ben fake, Tack again put 
that letter into your hand to read: it'over again, and ſay up- 


on your great dach, Whether that is che letter you received 
from» Mr. Palmer; yen, or no, and which you gave to James 


Matthew; and you will attend to the date of it, and to the re 


cent date of it: No do you, or not, believe that letter td de 


the ſame letter that you received from Mr. Petar: ad which 


you gave to James Matthew? ) fl apt 7 
A. l believe it is. a 
' 2, Why did not vou ſay ſo before } f 941,90 e * * 8 | 


A. Becauſe I want to go wpow abſolute certaint. 
Mr. M*Conacuys.—Look. at that paragraphz i 1s it with reghrd 
0 a Printer Do you baer ox 2570 888 the ane bb 

A. L hart heard report.. 

L: Vou are quite ignorant frow that ne, mho.is the Prin 
ter of it A. I am quite ignorant of it.. 

' Lord Anizcdonnin—(read:.) My letter Pg and hor: 
of my letter to the Printer's brother are in evidence againſt me. 
Now, will you ſay that Mr. Palmer never told n who! EF | 
the Printer -A. NB. 

E: Did he never write to you who was the b? 


** 


4 r 2 * Ga) 13 [ep 


_ — 


ry glad of Mr. Palmer's ee in it, Mr. Palmer alked jhem 


L 9 1 3 
„ knon your ers besen d 


2 eee (our bm 6 ter.) 45 
A. Les, indeed is it. 1 1 


JAMES ELLIS, 88 


Croſs examined by Mr. Haccarr. 

e. Do you recollect being i in company with 8 
9 in the month of — 1 1s * ne 1 

A. In the town of Dundee. | 9 

25 Is it up a clols? _ 4 

© of e ge by'the-name of the Methodif Cie bs 

Was you in Mr. nem, 
laſt A. 1 don't think I was. | 

L. Do yon recolleQ Mr. Palmer and you coming out of his 
houſe together ?—£. I don't recolle& that. | | 

2. Was you ever in company with Mr. Dr dat | 
of June laſt, when. any' people e 
ſtreet? #3 | 

A. remember bing i eren with Ka, when oe 
ſtopped us in the cloſs, : 

L Do you recolle& who ſtopped you ? 5 e 

A. George Mealmaker was one. 

What is he ?—4. A weaves in Dundee. 

L; One of the witneſſes here A. Ves. 8 

L, Do you xecolle& any other name b e 

A. Yes, there was one Alexander Wood. 

2 Is he a witneſs too A. Ves. | 

Was there any other bod??? 
A. I believe there were one or ws but I don't cole 


= 1% 


their names. 


L, Do you mm what palſed upon that 8 
A, Yes, Mr, Palmer and I were going up to Mr. Palmer's 


houſe, and thoſe People ſtopped us in the cloſs, and George 


ſaid to Mr, Palmer, I belong to a Society of the Friends of Li- 
berty that meet in this Berean Meeting - houſe above here, and 
told Mr. Palmer at the ſame time, that they intended to publich 
an Addreſs to their fellow citizens, and that they would be ve⸗ 


—_ 


Se OPe2 Io oi 33 


A e you L 
poſe your ſociety ; and Mealmaker, I think it was, anſwered; 
ſays he, there are a vaſt number that belong to the ſociety, but 
there are not more than 30 that regularly meet there; and we 
are compoſed chiefly. of tradeſmen and lagboprers. Then, ſays 
Mr. Palmer, you are fo few in number, I think it is a great fol. 
ly in you to think of publiſhing any thing; it would anſwer ve- 
ry little purpoſe, aud would only bring an expence upon people 
that are little able to bear it; and Moalmaker ſaid, we are not 
like the other ſociety, for We have money by us, and we will 
publiſh it. Mr. Palmer ſaid, he thought it was folly to publiſh 
any thing at preſent, that it would be only puttiog them to on unne- 
ceſſary expence, and he adviſed them to public dothing ; and 
he made that anſwer, that they had money by them, and were 
determined to publiſh, Then I went back with them, bud faid, 
if you/-are determined to publiſh; 1 think two or three of ou 
ſliould draw up an Addreſs, and bring it with you; and that 
which beſt pleaſed the ſociety, ſhould be adopted—and we part- 
ed upon that z however, I aſked Mr. Palmer to be ſo * as at- 
tend their neut meeting. | 
„ Was not Mr. 1 a — 
, No, be was not ut chat dne; they ce i i 4s „ favour 
that he odd gend their monting; CATE 
A Did Mr. Palmer accordingly attend, n 
A. I believe he did; The nent day I ſaid to Mr. Palmer, 
Have you written any thing for cheſe lads yet? And Mr. Palmer 
ſaid, No-; he did not intend to write any ching; be thought it 
VvVeas only bringing an enpence upon them that they were lit- 
tle able to bear. I ſaid, I think you ere vaſtly miſtaken; there 
| 4s very little written upon that fubjeR 3 and 1 wiſh you would 
- write ſomething z and I aſked him day after day to do it, and 
he always put it off. He went to the Society ; and when be 
came back, I aſked what they had done; and he ſaid ſome of 
| them had given an add reſs to him to look over and correct. I 1 
determined to go to the next meeting; and I faw Mr. Palmer 
deliver back this addreſs to Mealmaker into his hand, and be 4 
ſaid, as I ar not a member I have atten the e 
„ enix EN 
„ What ee ee pet = 5 


- * - = * < 
« ah 9 : 0 e * 4 . 
, = ” 1 3 * . 
= . £ 
| 7 | ; | 
wo N 


4 See abet banking ce dieghfog except; n ln 3 

Palmer, what relates to the grammar and to the ſpelling. Mr. 3 

yy Palmer ſaid, at the ſane time, 1 would not have-you:publith — 
) bp —— it muſt be materially altered; 

and Mealniaker ſaid; When L wrote that addreſe, I was conſcious 

ö to myſelf that there wis vot one word in it but was true; and, if 
ö it is materially" altered, I will ſeratch out my name in the book. 
After chat, Mr. Palmer defired that it ſhauld be debated, clauſe 
by clauſe ; but it vas firſt put, whether they ſhould publiſh or 
not? which wits carried ; and the next queſtion was, what they 


: ſhoutd publiſh ? and then . — 

a nuinber of alterations were made. Wt HL x3) | 

| B, Who took a part in it? KEE dx Ag en. 

5 A. eee tees rene Me Danton gt . 
motion to me. BOS bs : 
BC. Dig boy pr u. ce ee yo 

mo Mr. Donaldſon? © FE 

A. . 5: - prone vie ao't co 

: e What ves che nature of the pirt that he tobk im it?: 


A. Mr. Falmer deſired them frequently, If yon do publih 
3 you mult ſoften # number of thoſe phraſes; not, ſays he, but 1 
believe that every word in it is as really true as the goſpel, | 
but the people in power will be vaſtly ready to make & handle a 
1 againſt you: he fad, that it might be laid hold of by the people 
in power; and they would get into trouble, | 
L What Vs the avowed intention of the ate i publiſh- 
ing that paper—what was their object?? 
A, Their object e e been to ein wün 
them ta proture'a Reformation in Parliament by all peaceable 
means, to ken the minds of the people, that they ſhoukl = 
join together, and petition; er eee 
what we conſider as grievances;” + SPI; D387 * vet 
E Whit were the Reforms yiar pointed af 
A. ee eee PIG eg 2 
ly adviſed theni vot 10 publiſh/ 45 ell, but, if they did, every | 
word that was offenſive be defred to be altered; and it was | 
. eee 
. i N ee u wibp We 9%; ** 
N. K. city 155 HT Yes ee 
ane AR „ 


LE. CS. ” „ oe 


— 


i 


i 1 


8 * 
. Yeu. | 
eee ee Dees ire erben 17 
. le fays to 'Mr'Patmer when we were going out, I would | 


dn en to irrite ber u eleen wopy for the preſs, for my band 


Tet ara nt eee wa uno 
Du en e Her. Puliner'retiitm it to-Mealniaker? | 
. Yeo; I dil it at the ne meeting. * 
CS ih wad ws 
A. I Mir. Numer get the money I Cy one 


eh for pubs lit wes paid in my preſence. - 


Mr. M*Copacus.—1 aſked him before, und le fd knew 
wan about the payment of ite 

Ae e 0d % 1 Wes tiader's vaſt dnittake, | 

Mr. Haar. What did you underſtand to be the meaning 
ef chat addreſs'? Did ybu ſupoſe it to be uny thingturtherthan = 
for a Reform iv Parliament? or what was your opiaiem of it? 
A. I can only anftver for myſelf, that there was no'feditious 
intent un an ĩtʒ for I made 2 inotion afterwards; that à name 
iht be put to It, fer us chere wn no name to it, they would 
_ Yay ve wiſhed to ſteul into the world; and we were forry thut 
date in- gower fhould-think chat we meant any thing wicked. 
Werd Arracaontarr. In whit capacity did you live 4 
e eee eee de 


, 7 4 


Add an ALEXANDER Wolli reg 
. 1 Called in. . 44+ 3h þ 
d fed of 2400 bee eee * 
e eee es aut” as a wit 
4 wpbe this'trixl=a/Thir&is 1 Mr. Moran cited 38 u witrrefs, 


but: not che- perſon who U in the proſenoe di the Court u little 


ere gerede eee eee eee goed 


| . fubblle 9" your Exrilkin that whb 5 1 


ame dbje&ion that was tepeHed'by the Court mana 
enn EN CATER: 
- (The Wines ſworn. Examined by Mer Brttere. - 5 
| 4h Do you remember being in ns eee 
F Tow, * | 


* a7 


Us 


| How many of themdadhen in guns e . W 
- & 1 had what they called 2090 copies in wy poſſaſſan. 
& Where did you get them from 2» £ From tha printer. 


r 
you get them from 7. —. f. mne GOP 
& Was ho the e of them boo, n | 
; 1 55 
5 8 BSc: aq 
A. It was Mr. Palmer. e 


2. How do you know that? vated 

4.1 ani n 
his head vriting ar pat. - 

L, Had you ever received n rue from im bun 

A, Yes, but I never ſaw-him writs. , 

L, Did you tink that 3 cams rom Me . 

Was jt Sgned by Mr. Palmer? | 

A. vel way Sgned with his intticls. 


- . « 4 — 
— - 


£d?—A. Yes. 

2. Wha fant it . Mr. Paimgr. FF 
'S Look ur hg er an fr hooker at lr? 
A. Yes; it is. 

| , Did that place pf » let com with it - Ns 

E Look at that? FR 
1 | A This is the paper that came along with it. TY" 
| U- Whon did you ges is; beforg or afterwards 2 
| A. I think I got it before. 
c L. Are you ſure you got it at all 2 of I think fo, 

L Look again, and be certain whether you gas it ar 56h 

e A. 1 got it before, but there was nothing printed from it. 

| & Do you know ang tiny; cout. the eſa he et. 
ters ? | 

A. No, I know nothing about it, except by accident: 1 di 
not think they were of any conſequence. 


0. 


VL, What became of them after you got them } were they, | 
FF | 


A. Do you remember, upon your oath, and think heſdre. you 


V Wa thee gy mai rn ne gt priate, | | 


* * - 


[«] 


Fr * 

A. Phe officers came and art wy ap) 0nd Iu 
id not know there were ſuch papers. 2 

| 2 A 


17 2 eee e e- ade Ws 5 
AP A. Yes, upon the ſearch, + i 72 * 5 
8 e Wes gon preſent at the fearch E Wes. kan. 
, Had you an deere s defroy the len or the ma: 
pt, either the one or the other ? 7 
4. No; I had no orders to deſtroy them. 
| £, Not from any body ?—£. No. 8 
2: Look at that; what is it ? SDL 
wer” A paper chu wa fond by he cee in my rue. 
| N. Did you/ſend off the principal? A. No. 
l was intended e have been g letter ? =o. Yes. | 
| . To whom A. To Mr. Palmer. | 
f F... 
i brother? AH. I ſent them, as deſired, to e 
Da you ſend thainallto Dundee? vo RY 
A kept 129 copies.” 2 N 
. FVon ſent the reff to Dundee? - 1 N 
* Yes 3 1 was dei tive 299 copies 0 Me, sue, 
- ©, And you kept them for him .A. Ves. ko: 
. And did he get them from you?. . Yes. 
L; Did he call for them, or ſend for them 2. at bit 
A. He ſent for them, ly th ant, 3 
To whoſe addreſs. did you ond tals the you fx 
Dundee ?— A. The perſon that defired me to get them.” 
Who was that -A. Mr. Palmer, 5 
L. Which way did you ſend them ?—£. By the cur 2: 
Did you ſend 900 to Dundee then?! 
A. I imagine ſo; I did not count them. 
— eee eee 
A. No; he got but 100, 
- ©H, What became of the 20 33 
IN | hne 
, Did you part with any of them 
A. Nes | gave ſome odd ones of them a . 


. 
, 
z 


/ 


A. 4 ox 500, 1 imagine, 


Did Mr. . 
No. — 


| 2 Did goweree have fray ht Palmer aher ke bd ge tho | 
n „ 


e Did you get in payment for them roi n aro? 

A No. | vie 

S Do you know if youy bother was paid? 1. 
4. 1 conage . Ke 2 as 

JOHN MORRIN - Ws 

|  Swory—Examined by Mr. M Coen. | 

Was you employed to print an xdeos to the Felony of 
rty at Dundee ?— £. Yes. 

; Who employed you ?— 2, My brother, Sy 

Ho many were printed? 1 


2, Was you paid for it !. No, | 8 9 
L, You never was pald ?—. Ne; nere. 8 


' 4 a 9 
- * - 
ie . "tf 
= a 
i \ " 


T boa you know who employed you? ñ—᷑ m; 5 uf 1 


A. It was my brother, 
& Did he promiſe you. payment ?!—£: yy 3-2) 
'L, Do you er who ea yon the i =*. 
8 Did you ever aſk him ?—£. No. . 95 
Did you ſend him all that were thrown off ?—£. Ves. 
Did you debit him in your accompt-book for them ? 
A. No; I haye no accompt-books, ITS NEE.» 
. Look at that; Is that the one that you printed? 
A. nn ber we one TOAD 
manner. 
er, dunn tbe et th you rind 
from -f. I qare fay it is, pr Ne 


1S4 + 1 


GEORGE MIN TOR 
;  Sworn,—Examined by Mr. M*Conacurs, . WED 
„eee Hinds Þ an 
nnn 
J Do you oper remember dug cap, ct bre 
Gi Fin A i Fat 6 8 a 


* * 


tw) 


abb! fs it an addreſs to Prinds and Fel. 


Jow Citizens . 1 would know it if I aw it. 
2 Lookat it ima Ye + quay YN 
L, Had you them in your pelleſſivn A. N. 
. Who gave them you? 2 
4 Nt; Motrin Re gave the only one. a 
Pre 
A. Yes, in Sheriff-Clerk's, chamber. 

Q No where elle ?=4, No, 


| WILLIAM MIDDLETON 
Sworn, —Examined by Mr, I. Posen 


ver nee, 
q 8 


A. Mr. Dingwa'l, Mr. Joſeph Mack, ad Ani fon wh ; 


Bheritf', officer, [1 
©, Wis Bhirving profent .,. Yeu 
Th rar ate xe mag, fix 
There was à letter in a to be 
wrote by Mr, Palmer to Mr. Skirving, | 
R, Is that the letter (eu tt to him) 2-4. Ves. 

( i read, addreſſed n Mr. Shirving, dated Diendee, Joly 
9 ese ene, Nos 7 | 
£, You found that letter in the houſe of Skirving ? 

A. Yes, in u Writing - deſk and bureau, | 


L. Look at that paper 4. There were forersl copies of 


. that delivered to me by Mr. Skirving. 

Jed employed to dend lian hop 
. Yau 

£, Mottin was preſent —.4 Yes, 

E; Dil you fd ap expe of tha piper i u b 

A. Yes; a few. | 

©, Ars thalh the pages you Found in ks bab 4 Yes. 


EDWARD LESLIE, 
Sworn—Examined by Mr. Boaxerr. | -, 
e eee d deer h Burde - Yeu." 
—— Ig Kon 


$9 1 | 
4 Yes. Fa; hy 8 * 

. Ai wt We ae 17 
A. 1 cannot charge my memory Tee 

| zr 

1 eee 

0 vou remember having in your poffufſten — 

copies of an Add reſi, to Friewds and Feilen Sadness ut Yeu 
92 atone N 
. From My; Puliner L Arey . l 


cannot recollec the . Nb my ey 
1 in bat wuy did you get them? 1 e 
4 He gave me them with his own han-. 


. How many voptes ) . 1 weyer voted them! 1M 

Hes 'twnty do you ſippelte Taff, ee e b 

Were they put up in « bundle ?— No. TE 111 

Were there two copie ot more?: 

4 eee ee, i- 
m by. 


9 wenn hon Palmer ſets you, hene gave you them ? | 


N what J 44 es Arten he . e | 
[ ſuppoſed, to give away. 


Did you give them wway ? 
Two or three copies I did, to "ii vi of nen 
D What became ef them . 1 burnt em. , 
2: What mache you burn em? 
A. Becauſe I thought it was not Way 
cuſtody. Rt, 
Do you know whe Mr, Palmer 320 them to any body ; 
elle. Tbelieve'be gave Torte'to Mr. Miller, the bookſeller. 
Mr. Hazgiar,—You ſuy you burn thoſe copies ad you | 
heard of any ſearching? 


I Ti was after Me, Palmer mas taken up that Luther 
DAVID MILLER, -/ 
| Snorn—Kxamilie by Mr. M Co,. 


before.. Ye; | have. 


4 


> 


1 


125 t 111 
C Upon what occaſion did you fee u; . — 
A. It was brought inte m/ ſhop, by Mr, Punel. f 
. Were iherg gay conſiderable aumbir of them? A fv; 
Wer ien half-dozen i=; 1 dag oy there was that, Wl | 
een e | cannot ſoy, for 1 dd bot count them. MY - 
„ relative $0 it? 
No; pon wy eee foy eee 

r Men * 
He ſaid, there was e . 
. pls tt ey 

to be given away. SY 72 

i gen rerun mh you ot them, tht they we 
to give away 9] Fatt row phil a5; {th 769 I. * 
A. It mas ure to ſupply fo, bob Hey Wire bon her to 
© Wee e ee © 


bos rere 5 * 
2 Did you Ulber any J 60h ( » 5 Sk 55 Ars | [ 
Net to my Knowledge. 


"'Y, What Ui you do with them? wi Per ovd Wt 
A. 1 took, them off my counter; and, den be band tht 
covers oper where 1 cut my paper; 1 pur den in Wote; and 
dome little the after" burt tem th 50 Kay Is wg 10 1 ** 8 
Wyy did you burn them? r 
. I did nor like them: Thats os alan! wins 
9 Vou did enen 
4 A, I cannot ſay, Whether it way or 5 2 ” i ſhav- 
ing tub ſome copfiderable time. unn FP . 


77 * 


50 15 4 JAMES SMI To . * 7 : 

| Bnora—Examined by Mr MC m . 
1 letter? Lk Ha Yes 
& Who is iv, wrote by ?... | I 

unk ane the yen who en, 


5 Wbo figns jt ? 1 
| ON Kio ig T. nen bal de in ii 


F 


e 


Te munen hi 1 


be 


ys 


4 


did pot e 


' 


tw} 2 
pm i ee 
—_ ,.- ShaStint 33 
mere Ger M Yew. 
W. not Me, Palmer's name to it, | he 2 5 


— . 5 N Ar 1 e U ic 

initials were, but not — 155 ; 
L Nhat, you fa, upon. your oath, that rp AOL f mers | 

there, and pt the full name b.. l, Yes. WW CN at. 

L Do you know who-put it there? 4 loph $45 $1 0 

2, What were the initiale 2A. T. F. P., 4 — 

2. Lock againy and ha egrtein before you ff ek: now 


ee e e. 
queſtion. , Conſider before you ſpeak.7 . 99 


ee e 
name was nat at full len 4. 
. 
8 initials when. you received it 1 

Mr. M'Conacus.—Do you know Mr. Palme E . 
2 Have you ever received letters/from him .J. Yes. | 
E ly that the ſame hand - writing with the uur, Woh 
— Yes; I think it i. 


[The la -a, eee, No! 8.] | 
2. Did gow oomſes 3 omjasedakb quod gaper with the 
lam nt. n / ; 
2 Hon many }--+ 4 . | 
„FFF ATT NED * 


ing 4. I ever ſaw him wits... 


— 
— 4 


2 Did you zead the addechs l Ve, * e . 

& Did you give them t. beer e 928 

L, Who did you give them We... „ 

A/ (. 2 
eis James Blyth, and ons to Jain alt 84 1 — 78 
recolle& that I gave any to any body e. N. A — 905 

Y Who ſent you den ) nal 16 EINE 

A. They came with u letter, a n 
i, Aden 1. het le i do e 


Wm Wen 


£4 wy 
Fre ok t this fn 


N — — e 
2 5 


> 


—_ 


2 $ 

| jd of roligion and the 0 4 
£5 Boangrr— | Fe en 8 $ 
paft-of the of if we "col tber 88 Leun p 
papers which will be ad vod "fir „Nach 4 
ere e deel Pf” e ee eee eee > BY con 
7 Dicltration E ne, No. 'g. Wl wet 
Kae e 2 7825 4 

TAL iwWoy . 89 vox 1 dei 4 

4 


of 


1 


* 


1 5 ox 12 200 70 8 


ge part ef Ye 
1 8 7 cnt 1c 19h. 
7 33 en pr dif». Kano PDR phi | 

ii EY 12922 ] . 
Av; N nt cod Arnet inning rats way 3 2 
„e mene Be 
s 25 $0573 1.; - 20.0 e 


. Wen S TEN IF 
ne 17 ach e eee eee. bit! Q 
N 2 Wer de you UN þ 334] 


8 0 1 Nac WH v 
1 4 N of wy rh” 4 23564 238 Þ 


77 thare Tag Flay 5 0 RY "Feiſt ds 


7 


— 
IKE 


kiA@aiiaekkv 


mods, ain woy bill » 
der bal d 1 


33 


SAN 


Re. 262 va i 


n* for 1 2 1 
7 Aben lis lis was r 5 
5 NE That day e ee, 
"as N _ of pong TRA" 


C. 
9 


. - 
* . 
" 4 * 8 
+ 3 | 
. 7 4 f . 
m = . 1 * Y "7, = 
7 Pp 
r 2 
5 . 9 4 E n 
=— © 4 * 2 ** ** 
by es - ds % 
4 - "2 - yy , 
— Ad} 
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N 16 te wo 
Do rn know who Ty 4: ddje el Ani e Ave 
A ub n l 10 n e W 
& Do you know who propoled it firſt ? FA | 
4 No, I don't recolle& who propoſed hos x. * 
, 2 | 
a ae ah nn ve 
—— e bun u . 
hy ee We N * — x of 
| A. Tmorlady George | 
Wbt did. you fe to Mr. Palmer concerning the phjece | 
of the ſociety « |: ge * tons Adi W123 vouch dt RTE © 
4 1 don't. recdlle& what paſſed 6d thay night bn mo b.. { 
him an invitation to come to the meeting. ; 
2, Was Me. bn 8 member of he bu ut that time? | 
A. Nog be yas got. * gd + ** e 
L, Did Mr. —— gee? «tet 
A No; we had u metting that alight; WN 
ee 7 
A Yes | x CENT * a 
Wor gem: e e „„ 
— —e be 
A, There ws mmm "7 * 4 
Do you know Sky. c ο,œ&ne? N 
————— var ee 
know, I think it was George | bagga pot OSS 
2. When you conſulted Mr. Palmer upon that bed, l 
re N 
A. I don tecolleſt if he dviſed ag chat gight or pot. _ 8 
Hum he. for publiſhing an addreſs or not?.- | % *. 
4. Hes ſor publiſhing it in he newſpapers on. 
2. Wes he for publiſhing it in dhe ee K ane 
or aſterwards ?.. It u after ard. 
2 Wha: do you mean by feen, » e 
| A. Ma merting afterwards. N e Wen 
0 Whas fort of # neten was that, which togk bes r. 
wards Pn. A weekly meeting. 
| Bed 2 . 


r 


* 


* 
— 
— 


r 


A 


* * 5 
en e- eee menting,' of" ©" Ehumiite 
| Heating !—£ A eheri] weethiy, held bse d Welk! - 
m Cuiniz—On the night det yen mer with Mr. 'Palzer 
Amman WPI 45% MPA $1.5 
2 
1 Tria fanny. e $7 24 465 e ee * 
| It being dark, I dla not take notice of bn. 
Did you propoſe to Mr: Pulmet to wetts mit ede 
l ON e eee ts "GOO Heal 
de made gut by the Society. Aa Bt A een LAs 
4 F 
ener en 15 
" r De 
16 n 0 | oll X hut. M Kann * 


3 n eee 
it y ge RY 1 600 LUEKE 4 95 oy 
3 
E. 290 ie pA | 0 
WT. < ä — K— 
— to ay fm. | 
3 ata dy th iy the Bren Moni 
-e 1 46041440 eee #4, | 
2 — in thet ſociety =. Yew 
i b E You was treaſurer, Was You fon, Veo... 4 
. Trends "ad Fall i 
deus being propoſed. in the ſociety ?—— x. hh 
n EA 'Was it propoſed to be printed ?. . pct 12s 7; > 
re wm 
Ae ere 
Tes, I believe it „é 
„ © Day Ju nal of e ata 
1 rr ee. n = 
Did Mr. Palmer ſpeuk 4 Ye." ONS 
1 Did be make any objeRtion? ? Ren e te 
„„ 7d 
TED R other way! 
A. Int collect. i . A red 


* 


288 
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— 
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38. 3 11211181 Sr 


Z. 


| 1 thiol wad 
the courſetof: the debue'?—.L, 1-dowt knows . 
meu raj the —ů—ů—ů . 
A Te; but F'wae not in office at that time 5 1 went out, 
VERNE Rs all 'debated. ' | Ley 4%, 44 
Do you know] George Medlniaker . ve. 1 
eee eee * ODE MET 
4 I don't properly recollect that. l e Mou: 9 
OM RIG eee ot; 1 4s 
M Derr 20 | 
EEE 
— requires of me to ſtate to you the · purport of the 
evidence which has been laid before you in this caſe, upon he part 
e the Proſecutor, I know, I will meet with this concurrence of 
ſentiment in all of you, that this is a truly important caſe ; wh 
you conſider the nature of the; offence charged againſt this Pan- 
nel, and when you confder the party himſelf, who now ſtands | 
at the bar, and I will add, the conſequences: of a verdi& bien 
you may pronounce in this caſe, the conſequences which it may 5 
have upon the minds of the people at large. 114942608; th e 
' Gentlemen, the crime ſtated in this imdidment is\properly 
that of ſedition, committed by writing, and compoſing; un eir- 
culsting u ſeditious and inflammatory paper, calculated to create 
2 ſpirit of oppoſition to the eſtabliſhed government, to ruiſe = 
ferment in the minds of the people, and to bring along with it 
mann a eee e af 
W are conſidered, uw confident all 
of you will join with me in thinking, it is an offence which fands 
foremoſt in the list of human crimes ; for your own'-experience 
may teach you,—biftory; and that of u very'moderti'date; may 
teach you, that when people are once rouſed, eſpetially upon 
ſobjeRs of politics, there is no outrage, however wild, that may 
not be committed. He, therefore, that is the author and infttu- 
went of ſedition, in whatever way it is applied, be ought rightly 
and properly to be confidered us the author, und the commirter = 
of all thoſe erimes, that ſedition'naturally begets; and he that 
attempts to commit it is guilty of an offence which every civil- 
ined fate in * 9699 


£4907 
nenn 
much about the ſame period laſt year, thene werb in ane os 


rey corner of the kingdom, the met dangereve-ſpmapromy of vic. 


lange of the bady, of the State, fortunately, 


ditzous ſpitit, which manifefied itſelf in a vationy of ſhapea, in 
the other, part of the united kingdom. - Ibis well-known the 


productions were ſent forth to taint the minds af the people; fl. 


led wich every arguatent':that- falſehood; perbdy, nud treaſon 
could hateh, to excite the minds of the ani to ougrige and 


Violence. Ode of theſe, pradudtians,. wich a purpoſe but tos 


plain, was levelled againſt the private chers n of ſbme of the 
mot petlans in ahn Stend, withdnt preepting the Bu. 
pre me himlelf, and losding them with abuſe. And, 


dn his pert of the kingdom the ſame {pirit ſhowed itself, under 


Pretence of reform, that inſidious catch - word, in the mouths 'of 


| choſe, be, when the public or private chendtem te confden 


ad, have the leaſt title to uſe them, and hy ſaditiaus and tuns. 


, - Euoys meetings, endangered even the life of oge, whats this c 
n will acknowledge as its greateft henefaftor, -» Theſe dur 


denne which certainly did create n very ſarions alarm in the 


| minds of every pencendleand/mell diſpoſed. ſubjef, evexteds | 


Arend, that fimiler diſaſters might wich beve 
taken place in snatber kingdom, e af g 


i den kingdom. and, which is carminly u. mo ame ramplel 
een af wrstehedneſs and miſery, I. ele infurres 


tions which "created. choſe. alarms pere, hy ff timely a 
at leaſt 


to har, Aha thoſe who had been ſo induſtrious in their patriots 


unquaſtianably had that ſcope, and tendencyg and the better and 
mon reſpectable part of the community concurred to ppt down 
chat ſpirit, which. was ſo ſtrang, ſo unequiuocal, and: effeftual a 
. diſplay,of the; general ſeuſe of the nation, that it was nat to be 
expeRted. that any man, in Whatever ſitgation he was placed, 
would he ſo: wigked, and. ſo madly fooliſh, as ta attempt after- 
wards to excite that ſpirit. , If I am not, howexer, much miſta- 
ken, he evidence, yqu- have beard thip day docs evince, that 


MENACE DEE WIA 


ien E 


9 8983 
1 » 
1 


Nretences, were much leſs induſtrious in their {gditious attempts; | 
tot whatever colour they might give to their procgedings,. they 
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5 (mm) | | 
in le who. e u ted by that wick duet, and yt meds „ 
mh H Uf .. un bai os, er ede bee aut 
„„er f 
ecedum 9 Hie Writing, nd circulating rhis paper which-is 
bo ſubgec of ide ia 1 . MHderey te ſtae 3 th 
if-you any Jul ge fromthe rſcviation w which fre bange, 
Kill which, whatever ame h may have bots, cd che vemos k 


ploy byte yrof hi day try wad vllaa 
44116 iadiftinedty that lee beam the! character o u legen,, 
bubwhoſe-reldjions Gets une es holte to the ebHHb A0 tou = 
abe Guν˖,j, us dals political cue are 0 eee 
goveratadat/of:the-countey. Bt 1 5415/4. 461 acts bined on 1 
Shen, die d ig db mene of the offered! bergen 
agua this D , hen vu = along wich yon a hë ee 
—— — cinde/of abe pt. 
Ne, and hen yowneke ae d fich you chat thut ipirir; which | 

ode inattifeſted icfelf in- this vountry among u Gertein olaſe r 
people, though got under, is — putdown; wind when = 

you e talle i6to-confideration, that the verdl which you way. = 
this day pronsunce, whatever it may be, will not-puſs/unnpticed | 
in any eotnet ef the kingüom, I um fare you will give he e 
videnes thut attention which it ſo —9————— 
of ic under this impreſſion, thut you are diſcharging a of n6- 
veſſary and {inpottunt-duty—to the adde e ges cee. 
Aintion df A Tauntry---to that oonſlitution under which yok | 
a pour finhers have long lived happy uad ſecure, chat bon. 
tation, and-that fabric of government, which hus withRoodtany 1 
n tempeſiuous day, and many a ——— "il * ll 
CI SUSIE —— 


— ä — - 
hey be ſaid to be threefold; it i what of being Ahe Guttior i —© | 
W 3 


1 


=—_ cH_GcSSES CT EaEAOLGSASSHREEAEESREAOCEAAO ̃ . AL . ]² 


6 4 
to he.circulated this poper,-—Anll, Gentlemen, in. judging how | 
cmi de evidence / brought,upen the pert of the, Proſecutor ef- q 
 bliſhes-all and each of theſe, different offendes,..the fr prelinj. F 


nary thing which falls for yu to cotefider. id, whether: or not 
— enn dalocti in this caſo; whith is the 
| very fanndation of the trial, ls.or;hot, of the. defeription Rated 
this inditment? You have: beard it laid. down. by.the Honoy- 
Judges, who Rated. their opinions upep che relevancy of 
the indiftment,, that you. ought, to confider,; nat only the mere 
fa&: of. ciczulating, but whether or not the. paper; ſaid to be 
|} vizgulated, is, or nat, of a.ſeditiaus tendency---thatas your pro: 
| {| vince, es muchas it is to judge of the mate aſt. af. /cixeglating; 
Indeed. hefoge's Jury can judge: of the guilt, or ionocence of 4 
= || party ee nich an-offctes. of this kind, they.muſt take int 
; | | chejr confideration the nature of the Hand, Bill I and, if you-art 
=p | fatichied that this paper is not ſeditioua, there ivno.ocenhon for you 
4 | 20 eite whether the printing in proved, or the. cixculating i 
«| | - proved ibeganſe, if tha popes; ie, innocent, u act ef the; Panne! 
with regard to it cas be conſidered as crimival., Von Gent 
en then are to conſider, hether this paper is or not of thi 
|  defoription.. In the former yattiof this trial, you hed-ogcaſion to 
| hear wary long argument indeed, with wsd ie this prelimi 
wary poiot, whether this paper id, or is not ſeditious, and 'there 
were lome-thiags thrown out which were dbyistad by the Coun | 
= dal en the ſame fide which 1 bave the honour te Uke, which | 
= - mult take ſome notice of. One argument of the Couaſel for the 
ND ie, chat a trial, in 8 proſecution of qhis/nature, may a 
ben the/Libeny: of Wen 3 — which | i 
—— * eres vill be 
3 ſulicient to ſbee you, that the Liberty of the Preſs is uo wore 
3 connected with the queſtion that is the ſubject of this trial, thu 
| | temen, to ſay that the Liberty-of che Preſs is to be affected by 
| | _ tiial of this kind, by the proſecution of a perſon, charged vid 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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a. 


—  publifhing av indammatory and ſeditious libel, is as abſurd, as 0 
. Gy hat ho liderty of 0, or the Britiſh Cie i v 
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nn the "_ to be of x {editions — f 


TE * 


k ee ere robbers The 
- trial and conviction of theſe perſons are abfalately neceflary for 
the preſervation of both the oe and the ather; for as no true 
freedom can exiſt in any country where crimes go unpuniſhed, 


do no true liberty can exiſt where the the -hcennrouſneſe of the 


4 prof#'*:is permitted. Therefore I ani ſure you will be fatisfied, - 


Aas ds Liberty" of: the Prefs can have no earthly connection 
| with theicuſe before you; for, if you are ſatisfied that this is an 


inflammæatory paper, the Liberty of the Prefs, inſtead of being 
d ede ve e gen uke re ge 


ened. 


Gentlemen, with reſpe&t bet was Fe ſo 8 1 


by the Counſel for the Pannel, I ſay, with reſpect to the dif- 
+ ferent quotations that he made from ſeveral ſpeeches, that were 


ſaid to have been held in the Huuſe of Parliament, and the va- 
 rious quotations from authors upon the conſtitution of this coun· 
try, and which were ſaid to be as ſeditious as the paper now be- 
fore you, I apprehend the argument founded upon them is al: 


moſt as applicable as the argument with reſpect to the Liberty of g 


the Preſs 3 for, admitting that the extracts from thoſe; ſpeeches 


ate genuine, admitting that the authorities from which they 
were taken are genuine, and I ſaw that one of them was from 
the Edinburgh Gazetteer and the Morning Chronicle if theſe 


could be held by you as legal evidence that ſuch ſpecehes were 


| held, yet that has no earthly connection with the q̃ueſtion be- 5 


fore you; for, though there is ſuch a thing as freedom of ſpeech 


in Parligment, which is a privilege belonging to every member, 
thoſe ſpeeches, if made among the people, might have a very 


different tendency from what it has on the perſons to whoni the 


members of the Houſe of Commons addreſs themſelves ; there 


they have not the like tendency to excite: the mob to acts of 
outrage and violence; and therefore that can be conſidered 4s 


no rule Whatever. But, Gentlemen, it is certainly unneceſſary | 


for me to take up more of your time with reſpect to the preli- 


minary arguments, ſtated by the Counſel for the Pannel, which 


were fully and clearly anſwered by the _ RE e 


 the-honourable Judges who ſpoke after him. R Mb 


Gentlemen, you are to conſider, ets FORE . tehly 


La). 


. | 
| perſon tu peruſe that paper without being completely ſenſible, 


den the Peron who was the author of it, and who- circulated 


_ that paper, did it for the moſt wicked and the moſt ſeditious pur. 
poles. The whole paper, from beginning to end, breathes the 
language of (edition; and af oppoſition to the gitabliſhed govern. 
ment; it is wrote ina ſtyle:which marks the ſchool from whenet 
it eume it is violent, hyperbolical, and declamatory; it call 
vpos the to riſe up and vindicate their juſt rights ; it 
Speaks'of a war which wes undertaken as 2 juſt war, it ſpeaks of 
it, as being ubdertaken * by a wicked miniſtry, to forge chain 
| for « free people, and to rivet thoſe chains upon ourſelves.— 
| Gentlemen, wheh a paper of this kind is addrefſed to the lower 
celaſſes of the people, who are ignorant of the ſituation in which 
they fland an ſubjefts of x free government, I ſay, when a papet 
of this tendency is qddrefled to ſuch people, what effeRt muſt it 
have upon their-minds ! Will it not lead them to a&s' of vio- 
lens, to do every thing in their power to deſtroy the eftabliſh- 
| ed conſtitution of this country ? Aud muſt you not be ſatiched, 
chat the perſon who compoſed it, and ſent it into the world; bad 
thoſe ſeditious intentions ?---Gentlemen, it is not neceſſary for 
me to regd over the particular parts of this ſeditiou paper; al- 
molt overy part of it breathes the language of edition. The 
CER eee other yet eh os: 
joyed,” &e, [fer Indiftment, f. 7.] © | 
Gentlemen, D 
- this country believe, that they are not only oppreſſed, but abſo | 
lutely ſlaves 3 and if they once have this belief, can you believe | 
that they will pot endeavour to exert themſelves, as much 40 
poſſible, to deſtroy that government under which they live as ' 
oppreſſed flaves? and can you believe, that a perſon ſending ſuch 
| papers among them, did not intend to excite them to ace of out. 
rage? It is unneceflary for me to read any more of the paper 
dich ie the ground work of this trial, I leave'it entirely (c 
irrer 
4 that this paper does coptpin matter of a ſeditious ten- 
, and indeed, ſuppoſing the words of this paper had been 
3 they are, ſuppoſing the intentions of the 
author abd- „W 


} 


80 


tonfder, whithet this man's being the author ef this 


| that of Mealmaker, Gentlemen, George 


| that there was ſometime after a general extraordinary meeting, 
1 do confider the bufinels of the Society. and the fituation of the 
country 3-thatit was propoſed iat the committee, that it ſhould be 
. mad u the general meeting z that he read the addreſs, and that 
; . alterations were propoſed and agreed to; that it was ordered to 
5 de printed ; and, ſo far as he recolleRts,. it was delivered either 
ö to Mr. Palmer, or Mr. Ellis, or both of them but that part 
| of his evidence, which eſtabliſhes, in as clear 8 manner as can be, 
hat thie Pannel was, in law, as. well as in ſoct, the propet 
| wuthor of. this paper, he ſays, that part of the gddrefs, only, yas 


Py 


= ines in {bk ie wad createed nnd des abrond/ and by 
1 you, that there was ſome ſuch wicked intention on the part of 
g the perſon who ſent it avroad. If this man bad conſidered, that 
' this paper contained nothing of a ſeditious and inflammatory na- 
N tore, cun/you believe he would have circulated it in the way. b 
 did-<going to two bookſellers, and getting it printed in the 
clandeſtine way in which he did get it printed; if this was not 
his intention, he certainly would have publiſhed it in a very dif- 
ferent munner; but the proof of this man's intention does not 
reft upon the way in which he circulated it, becauſe the paper 

| Jeſelf het, from the whole tenor of it, that the perſon who 
Wrote it did mean to create n ſpirit of diſaffeRtion to the eſtas 
bliſhed government, Why thea, Gentlemen, it in for — 


whether his printing, or caufirg to print, aud eireulate thi 
eee 
proof in this eaſe; appears do me to be ſo very clear, and ſo con - 
vlaſive, that 1 ſhould think it very unneceſſary to take up much 
| of your time in recapitulating the {ubliance of that evidence. I 
5 'take it to be moſt clearly eſtabliſhed in proof, that this Pannel is 
1 the author of* the paper contained in the indigmentz——and the 
wu evidence upon that head, which I ſhall call your attention to, is 
Mealmaker depones, 
that thete. were two ſocieties in Dundee, e 
 the-Conkitation, the ocher of the Friends of Liberty, uf which 
; loſt he is a member, He tells you, that he remembers, in July, 
1 . Addreſs.to the Friends of Liberty; that Mr. Palmer, being 
Wa lunited wich ſame; others to the meeting, he read. the addreſs; 
| 
| 
| 


\ * 


; . the expence of ity he ſaw an order given by ihe ſociety ſor the 


of the-firſt part of it, if you look at the ſtyle of writing, dook 


| part of the addreſs, and brought it afterwards. to the general 


16 7 


2 eee een 
on, and ſays, that the additions were in the hand · writing of Mr, 
Palmer; he ſays, that the ſociety; unanimouſly gave orders to 
Mr. Palmer, or Ellis, to get it printed; and, that they accepted 
the offer of the ſociety; that it was printed, and the ſociety paid 


payment of it; that he heard it had been printed in Edinburgh; 
and that he heard that leaves were torn out of the bock. So 
that you ſee ĩt is ellabliſhed, by the evidence of Mealmaker, that 
dhe whole of it was not wrote by Mr. Palmer, yet that it was left 
in M. Pal. wer's hands, and afterwaxds;: when produced in the 
general extraordinary meeting, Lee ene nn. 
tions were in the hand · writing of Mr. Palmer. N bt 
Sentlemen, I do beg leave to ſubmit to you, eee of 
| addin hoe tes Palmer e e of che drm; dad 
be held and conſidered. in the eye of the law, echo ae ns; 
this paper; and-I muſt beg leave to obſerve, that. it- is by no 
means a probable ſtory that Mealmaker has told, and ſame o- 
thers have concurred with him in ſaying, that he was the author 


cation, and the ſtyle of the paper is that of a man having had a: 
liberal education; and cannot but believe that Mr. Palmer is 
the author of the firſt part of this/ paper, but it is not in evi - 
dence, how much of this paper was the production, that was 
laid before the committee at the ſirſt meeting. I ſay, from the 
evidence of Mealmakei, that Mr. Palmer kept poſſeſſion of this 


meeting; this muſt ſatisfy you, that, though Mr. Palmer marx 
nat have written every line of this addreſa, he muſt be held in 


law, to be the author of this publicatien, Then Mealnaker 


goes on, and depones,/ in croſs-examination, that the burdes of 
it was, the ſociety being diſcontented with the preſent ſtate of re- 
preſentation ; that Mr. Palmer did not make the original draft; 
chat his alterations were more ſoft in the expreſſions, and chat, 
in the original committee, he was againſt publiſhing it altogether- 

Now, this: part of Mealmaker's evidence, is confirmed by che 
evidence of Ellis, who depones, that Mr. Palmer ſaid, that he 
ud not think there was any thing exceptionable. in the paper 3 | 
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innocent, but that he was afraid people in power would take ho- 


muſt convince you of what Mr. Palmer's intention was here. 
Mr. Palmer was certainly the beſt infornied perſon in that meet - 


tious, he could eafily be brought to putiſhment; but be ſoftens 
the expreſſions, and ſhews, that he did not intend to be brought 
into trouble for this eee eee 
ſhape in which you now have it. e 


tice of it. Now, * when you ſee that Mr. Palmer foftened"the 7 
expreſſions, this is one of the ſtrongeſt circiimſtances; Wien 


ing; he knew, that if he was to inſert expreſſions palpably ſedi. 


Ge % therefoie,:1bke wing the bed e 


evidence which you have juſt now heard, I am confident on | 


will be of opinion, that the firſt part of the indictment is proved, 
that Mr. Palmer was the author of this ſeditious paper; but 


whether he was or not, you will conſider whether he was not 


the perſon who got it printed at Edinburgh ; and, to this end, 
I would call your attention to the evidence of Morrin zi he ſays, 
he got one thouſand copies from his brother, who printed them 
that Mr. Palmer ordered them to be printed ; that be had a let 
ter from Mr. Palmer ordering them to be printed; aud you | 
will consider the import of that proof, and you will be clearly 
of opinion, from the compariſon: of the hand- writing, that all 


theſs letters ſaid to be wrote by Me. e 5 


. 8 9 
nr 


Gentlemen, Town Lfnd myſelf 6. much fatigned; — 
well frons'ths heat that is now in this room, that I am hardly | 
able to go through the whole of che evidence. © The laſt thing 
in the indictment is, with regard to the circulation of this paper, 
which is moſt clear and concluſive; Vou have the evidence of 
the two bookſellers of Dundee; both of whom exprefaly tell 


vou, that Mr. Palmer called at their ſhops, and left them ſeveral | 


copies of this paper, that they afterwards burnt them; and their 


by che proof before you. - 


) 


evidence is'confirmed by the evidence of Smiton, who received 
n letter from Mr. Palmer, mentioning,” that he had ſent a num. 
ber of copies of this paper; and, he'ſays, that he gave them _. 
to n Mr. Harwood, a Mr. Fiſher, and ſome other perſons; o 
tur the creulitng ofthis alles, papers ler ellis | 


h 


of 


7 tab 2 
Bandlemen, 1 will not take up any more of your time, for | 
—_— that I am not able to go 
. I leave the cafe with you, confittent that you will be ſatis. 
" Seda your minds, that ench of the articles in this indiQment 


| be fabſiungiated by proof; and, that you will be ſaricfied; (whe. 


Yet you thall be of opiion, that Mr. Palmer wrote every lin 
of ih paper, or not,) that the other parts of this inditment 
uro pro vn, that he cauſed the paper pr png wendy 
e W $a. 
245 * 1 Pfanne wee eie | 

Mr. chm, 

eee ee eee eee 
Nr at the bar; and 
it bs your duty, fairly, and impurtially to try bis-cauſe; Gen - 


temen, 'Bace it is your duty te try his cauſe fairly ind impar. | 
| Sally; I muſt, in the ff place, obſerve to you, that there 


nothing whatever which has ſuch an effect to prevent impar- 
Uality, to prevent fairneſs in men's opinions, there is nothing 
whatever, Gentlemen) that hat ſuch an affe to warp their opi- 
| nioag oven in the moſt ſacred and-judicial queſtions, as political 
 , prejullices. When parties run high, Gentlemen, and when 1 
| perſoa known to enterairi certain opinions. in politics comes to be 
tried, Gentlemen, it is ſcareely poſſible, let the Jury who try 
bim be never fo candid, and fever fo fair, I-fay, if poſſible, it 
"is a very difficult matter, indeed, for them to diveſt themſelves 


ol their prejudices, | It ig well known that this country is at pre · | 


ſeut deeply involved in party ſpitit, à great majority of the 
1 one way, while s certain part of the country 
' think in another way, I am not perſonully acquainted with any 


of you, but I believe you to be « ſenſible, and intelligent Jury / 


Aud, Gentlemen, T-apprebend that I ſay nothing improper to 
you, in the firf place, in warning you of the partialities and pre- 
that muſt naturally atiſe in your minds from the circum- 


andes of the times, which are perfectly notorious to every man 


| who hears tne. Gentlemen, it will be neceſſary for me, before l 


| come to the evidence, to enter a little into the hiſtory of the ideas 
ef reform that have been propagated in this country, and likewiſe 


into the biſtory of the firong language that has, on diſſerent oc- | 
caſions, ——— has ah 


1 


f 
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For the war yas continued by the Government long after 


r In. _ 


Tt 2105 1 


Geatletaen,: Cont ant yo farther beck in the Mary af 36+ | 
form than the American war, 8 long and calamitous war, us 
jt is now univerſally acknowledged to have been, n long and ca. 
Jamitous war, that entailed many miſeries and an amazing load 
of debt upon this country. Gentlemen, after the Aueticag 


| war had continued for ſome time, for, at firſt, yqu muſt recolleB, 


at irt it Was a popular nar; but, after haring cantinued ſome 
time, oppolition to the miniſtry, Gentlemen, of all deſcriptions, 
in Parliament and out of Parliament, indulged themſelves in a 
latitude of language that bad hardly ever before been known 
ppon uny other occaſion 3 and, when I ſay fo, I ſay ſomething 
pxceedingly ſtroug indeed. Every one af you muſt have ſeen,---. 
gvery one of you muſt have read the letters of that famous li- 
beller Junius; and yet, I believe it is in my power to point out 


do you forms of expreſſion, reſpecting his Majeſty's government, 


jafigitely more ſtrong, however wicked, however libellous, than 


are to be found in the letters of Junius. The EY | 


that war, and it came to be at laſt almoſt the whole 


7 
in great ſtrength of expreſſion - the expreſſions in this Hand Bill 
are weak and feeble indeed, compared with the expreſſions in 
which, by thoſe letters, the miniltry were ftigmatized ; they were 
abuſed, in all poſſible ſhapes, for daring to continue = war - 


unjuſtice of the war was ſtigmatized with every kind of language 


that the mind of man, I had almoſt ſaid the malice of men, could 


Invent. Nom it muſt be plain to every man who hears me, that 
the American war geve birth to various plans of reform; the 
legiſlature yas, by great variety of people, attacked as having 
corruption in it, and it was held out to be abſolutely. necefſaty that 
tome reform ſhould take place. Gentlemen, the firſt of theſe 


reforms, not abſolutely the firſt in point of time, but we may 


call it ſo here, the firſt of theſe reforms was propoſed by Mr, 
Burke himſelf, Mr. Alderman Sawbridge. had, to be ſure, been 
making his ganval motion about trieanal Parliaments, but Mr. 
Burke himſelf was the firſt man who made a ſtand upon the 
of reform z and, at laſt, avowedly for diminiſhing the in- 
AA 8 3 


gaink a people fighting for their liberties the impolicy and the 41 


. 


toms ) - 


har'of plazas 8 away, and the onen yes defeived of 
| © confiderable degree of influence, which infuence was ſuppoſed 


to have bees improperly exerciſed, in corrupting the two Hou. 


'ſev'of Parliament; and, Gentlemen, it was very openly ſpoke out 


en all bande, both in Parliament and out of Parliament, tha 

' + that influence pf the Crown was ſo employed ; and, I am ſure 
'  thete is np man in this room ſo rant as not to know, that 

theſe complaints of the extending influence of the Crown went 
over the whole nation almoſt every man believed that the in. 
Auence of the Crown was increaſing at ſuch an amazing rate, 
that, unleſs ſomething was done to ſtop it, it would ſwallow py 
te liberties of this nation. When the nation univerſally diſap- 
FpFrored ef the, American war, and yet faund that the miniſter 
Toculd korgich geſources for the war, it was ſuppoſed that the 
* "Crown had more influence than the people had z and the 
| \rehce was, that it could. not have had influence without 
: \ebreupt. means, or other. New, Gentlemen, ſtrong language 
Wos uſed againſt the American war. Mr. Burke propoſed hiy 
 refori-in Parliament; but this was ſoon followed up by new 
ideas: It was ſuppoſed that Mr. Burke's reform was inadequate 
ahl ineffeftualy the people began to look eee. 

' "\they began to conſider that the repreſentation of the people ia 
rhe Parlidment was not fair and equal that a very few people had a 
command of the majority of the Houſe of Commons; that many 
Peers had the nomination to ſeats in the Houſe of Commons, 
"Gentlemen, I heed'not go over all this ground with vou, yon 


mut remember well how the Reform in Parliament and of 
| thirepreſentation of the people in Parliament was introduced. 


Now; Gentlemen, as often as it was introduced, it was defeated 


by thjorities in Parliament z but, at the ſame time, thoſe who | 
have introduced it continued to carry on their deſigns z and how 


did'they carry them on? Why, by pampblets,. ſome of which 
I ball have occaſion to mention; ſome by newſpopers ; they 
Kill continued to proſecute their plan of reform. Now, Gen : 


denen, theſe plats of reform were univerſally in agitation, and 


- they had a great many favourers then which, they have not, now: 
Fey perſon muſt tecollect, that the moſt illuſtrious men, now 
in Parlament, were friends to a reform in Parliament. What 
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wid in MHIIRYy / What! bed I tutntion the Seetetzry of State, 


"Mtv. Dundas, WhO, one oceafion, ſupported the "reform. 
But, Gentlemen, this went on and 4 reform was thought by 


natehy and confuſon, to deſtroy the government, to deſtroy the 
Houſe of Lords,” Gentlemen, before the French Revolution no 
fach lens were ever heard of, no ſuch ideas were ever mentloh- 
4d} ad the argument Was ull on the fide of the teformiers, till 
© laſt erg way tio decent or good argument aguinſt the reforin 
to my knowledge 5 und ſo much wis this the caſe, that the mio 
ſendble men 1 Know declared thetnſelves to be convitced, that's 
 modetite-refotm in the Houſe of Commons would be of the moſt 
eſſential ſervice 10 the community, and would ſtrengthen the 
conſtitutions” But, Gentlemen, upon the French Revolution 
taking place, « new ſeries of events ys was: Pr rnd 
vent unparalleled in the history of affaire, _—_—_—— 

apparently eftabliſhed by every thing that 

ſailable, wes ſuddenly overturued by its own | corruption; _ 
inhabitants of this country, the inhabitants of the globe were 
Rupilipd/ at heurlug it it gave general ſothfaion. At the 
frſt-news of be Revolution' in France, when ie wes eee 


Framve, u repreſentation of the people, n continuunes of the 0 
bility, end all the glory und ſplendor of the monarchy; will a 
mixture of liberty, no mon will be ſo uns nadid us 10 ſay e guv 
the ſwalle@t'ſptenſure z on the contrary, great joy and finlefte- 
tion j and eery benevolent and liberal mind in this co 
joiced, that the French bad recovered their liberties ; however, 


moſt' unfortunately, in France new: events took place in %- 


quuoze of thervivleabe ofifhete telllees ha thile eee 
ſequence of numberleſt ſtaude and crimes of all 
chlefly of the polltical kind Getalemen, the glory of the ib. 
volntion was done away, dad anarcby and con ficeanddll, * 
But, Gentlemen, the people, in this country, who had at firſt : 
plauded che Revolution; Aill- comlaugd to think, « greatiputt- 


vf them til ' continued 10 think,” nobwithiniing hots "de 
fortunate. circumſtances, that, If matrery add — 


- ko meunt 0 be ſo omdnadle « thing, that Was to introduces - 


that it would be carried no farther than i ſort of rn in 


* 
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tage to France itſelf, and in 1 

' eoabderable number of che inhabitants of this country; and nor 

the leaſt re le in point of judgment and abilities, long 
an Gentlemen, I am ſure you will jon 

dune in thinking, that the people who applauded the French Re- 
volntion did not deſert them ſuddenly. . No, Gentlemen, they 

left them gradually; their well wiſhers fell away piece · meal; 

the people who had applauded the Revolution departed from 
mem by degrees; and ſtill they had ſome friends. left who con- 

that the French Revolution would ultimately be s bene- 

*fit-t0: Frese, -and- to the human kind in general. Now, Gen- 
tenen, rn theſe diſputes bes i ogg. 

_ +rating the violence of parties in this country 3 the moſt furious 
debates tock place, even. in Parliament itſelf, debates the like 

of which had never been heard of, for the violenee of the ez. 

- - preffions that were uſechen both sides. And, Gentlemen, the vie- 
| les of thoſe diſcontents; and the virulence of parties was aggn- 
| ' vated by the ſeparation and the quarrels of men, who bad former 
Wi ene eplaionind ceck otheny; a6d had-acted with 
$4 | ons another in Tory n e tasfd!: 5 
___ _ v4, Gentlemen,” mmm 
running ſo extremely high, popular writers aroſe in this-coun- 

5 try, and applied the doctrines, circulated. in that country, for 

the moſt infidious of purpoſes in France, but much more ſo in 

| this conny; they todk bold of thoſe topics, and aſſailed the 
NE fi. gone yn YG wi" r age 
 .eticoubter. Gentlemen, writers aroſe ; on che other ſide, and 

_ anſmered them with the virulence of inveRive; at the ſame time 
that they endeavoured to anſwer thim by argument. Parties 
ole ſtill higher ; one man in politics hardly open his mouth | 
- toanpther upon thefe ſubjects) and I really believe in my om 
mind; thaty if vou go back in the hiſtory of this country to the 
moſt vidlest times that oer were known, perhaps no period ever 
happened in this country when. parties entertained. ſuch, animob- 
ties, againſt one another. You have heard to-day, from my 
1 Mn Bornett, that the exiſtence of our government bs 
1&3 _» OT by theſe. violent libetlers. | On; the other hand 
kg ob a8 ug rangers to the band bills and pamphlets,. of ever 
| tou that are carculatedon the other fide; they treat the 
.advanded by Mr. * * 


rig” 


J N 0 * 
| 3 the two parties have exhunſed 6 
other every topic of Wiileuce and abuſe. © * 
No, Gentlemen, while" matters wete iu this fituation;” and 
| parties' ran {6 high, 2s you muſt know in your own conſcience 
they did, proclamation was publiſhed, ſtigmatiring certain pu- 
blicarions in vindication of the French doctrines, und the other 
ner dbctrines which have been grafted upon them. Gentle- . 
men, the proclamation mentioned no book in particular; but 
n allide to Mr. Paine's bock. Such Was 
che Liberty of the Preſs, or the Licence of the Preſs, that ne 
toak was circulated and recommended to the rerum or 2 
. every perſon, and yet nobody ſuppoſed it to de a "libel, - 3 
rite is, an Fro Tin writing; oo perfon fuppoſed it to be a 
bel; no perſon ſuppoſed” it to be Hlegal 5' no perſon ſup- 
poſed that, though it contained do&rines in themſelves dan- 
gerous, elthde the tithhr; or che printer, or the publiſher of ſuch 
s book, bad been guilty of any crime; and ſo little did de 
people ſuſpekt it, that I have mentioned it, and yon muſt alt 
know che fact, that different ſocieties, advertiſed in every he- 
paper, recommendig the writings of Paine to every body; and 
| they were at the pains to have cheap editions of them printed 
aud citculated/among the loweſt of the people. I believe no 
bock ever wal publiſhed which met with ſuch à rapid circus. — * | 
tion; and yet it was long before it was known to ay of the 
great lawyers'that-this book was a libel or contrary to the Li- | 
| betty of che Prefs, Ae 
Progreſs" of French affaire, whether they were f | 
ot whether they "were defeated, it was ſtill the that 
er of { 82 


bor wei n/a rd: they, you, or vere the bo 
the other puriy. = 049, ee 


Gentlemen, at laſt the common people, the populare of this | 
country, were fuppoſed to be infected with dangerbus opinioris, 49985 
in conſequence of the different popular works that kad been 
diſtributed among them); and this happened at the ſame time 
that the French had been ſucceſsful in driving their enemies, 
out of Franve, and even in over- running 2 great part ef ie 
Low Countries; a ſudden alarm wis ſpread through the- whole s 
country, every man of property trembled for his property," _ 
l . 99 
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denen, 1 need npt-ſtate how much theſe circumſtances muſt 


abſolutely necafſary, in order to prevent the increafing influence 


n 1 fag, it js difficult, if not impoſſible, for ey man, i. 
. thoſe feelinge,- to aQ altogethgr free of zhoſe prejudices in judg- 


kim wot 


his property,-qarchy would be introduced, and 
Wa the ſame ſituation as the affairs in Francy,— 
ele I dere ſay you, your, 


Selves fool it; Vou gre men of property, and. you muſt feel. ay 


= 


grery man of property did feel, that hig property was in dan 


been circulated: among the people .—doctrines very flattering 
to rulgar minds concerning the Rights 'of Man. Now, Gen; 


neceſſarily increaſe th violence of party prejudices; nor need [ 
Nats to you that thoſe gentlemen, who Rjll adhered 30 the cauſe 
ol reform, who. Nil] thought that « Reform in Parliament was 


ol the Crown, I need not fizte to you, that theſe men were ch. 
1 thoſe. who entertained the more 
French doQrines; and it was moſt natural that they 
be joined in the ſame cauſe, becauſe every perſon who 


entertained the French doQrines was neceſlarily a reformer; 
though it did not follow that every perſon who was a reformer 


entertained thoſe dangerous doQrines that had been circulated, 
.. Gentlemen, I have thought it neceſſary to make theſe: obſer- 
vations tp ſhew you, in the h place, ſomething af the hiſtory 
of reform, and what bag giyen birth to it; and in the get place, 
de warn. you more ſolemnly againſt chat partiality and / that pre- 

that mult he in the honeſteſt minds in this juncture of 


eroſted and alarmed for his property, for men, Who entertain 


ing of a cauſe, in which the queſtion of reform ſeems, in ſome 


dense, to be implicated ; and 4 queſtion agaiaſt an individual 
who is known to have uſed | his.exertions in order to promote 


| that dangerous cauſe, that cauſe which you . confidgr-.to be 


dangerous... Now, Gentlemen, having ſaid ſo much, I muſt; 

the nent place, turn your attention to the /a of the object 

MEI won bore e ee 4 Sem is 

Parlinmgant. - 

b Gentlemen, baſes . 
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\that ja & mere opinion pen the expediqncy of 10. 
form z ſor) however - pernigious, the doftrines af Maine may be; 
however -peruicious, doctrines may be that are directly hoſtile 


to the conſtitution, that have u direct tendeney to overturn the 
government altogether, illegal to entertain a ſerious K 
þ a reform u the, ab Monareby | 
„ aboliſhed, thet the Houſe of Let Br b. c. 664 , 
Ano, however: illegal ſuch; a deſign may be, 1 


deſign af intraducing 


ond 
1 hve beer heard from any tolerable authority, from any per- 
ſon, chat the cauſe; of reform; even when proſecuted by the - 
meaneſt of the people, that | the cauſe of reform, a. ſur, uus, 
and equal Repreſentation ia Parliamnt, that that is an illegal ob- 
jed to purkue. Various gentlemen have propoſed their plans of 


reform ; the preſent Chancellor of the! Exchequer, the Prim | 


Miniſter- of Great Britain, has ſeveral. times made motions in 
the Houſe of Commons for Keform in. Parliament 2 It id well 
known that the Duke of Richmond did the ſame thing. It. 18 
well known that Mr. Flood, who died lately; likewiſe intro- 
duced a plan of reform; and it was never ſuſpeRed, when theſe 


plans of reform were brought forward, however. pernicious it 


wilght-de, it was never ſuſpected that it was illegal to purſus 


ſentation in-Scotland- is at preſent in agitation; and even the 
Public Proſecutor himſelf, the Lord Advoente, (and I am happy 
in the opportunity. to expreſs my eſteem for him, and that eſteem 
which every body who knows him muſt feel,) has appdized us 


© Dilegate- in Edinburgh. in che cauſe. of that reform. Ney 
mote-is it not well known to every body, that 


this moment entertained in the Houſe of Commons, '« Reform 


in the Royal Boroughs of Scotland -A reſpectable committee 


of the Houſe of Commons has been appointed to conſider of the 
grievances which theſe. boroughs laboured under, and to:report, 


therefore to pretend, that the cauſe/of reform, however pernici- 
ous it may be, however inexpedient. it may be, it is in vun 0 
ſay that it is f,, Gentlemen, if the means müde ue Gf In 


this reform are conſtitutional and legal in themſelyes, -1-thould 
Rh a . 


J | 


.; 
* 


ſuch an object. What is moren reform in the county he- 


'n reform id at 


in order to gain! u reform among theſe boroughs, It id win 


1 


"© 1s 
* 
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* ann Now, W 2 

deve that, if it in a legal Mect, if n man can ao. himſelf 4 | 

din of em, who wiſhes certain changes vo be made in 1 

. the repreſentation of the people, who wiſhes a number of what i 

| are called the Rotten Boroughs to be fituck off che roll of " 

: | boroughs, ;who'wiſhes a greater number of electors in all bo. | 
- roughs, arid who wiſhes, in general, a more fair, free, and equal 
repreſentation of "the people in Parliament, and a ſhorter duri- 
Von of Parliamebts ; if it is legal to entertain'theſe ideas, and 
_ prolecute/them;” however inexpedient it may be? I em afraid 
you Sankob take that into conſideration in this-queſtion—expe. 
5 rol or inexpedience are words not known in a court of law. 
If the gentleman/at the bar is a reformer, his ideas may be ex. 


| 
| 
| 
{ 
o 
y pernicious and dangerous in their tendency ; but if ? 
; 
F. 
1 
5 
: 


35 be legal and conftitutional in themſelves, however inexpe- 
ue it is impoſſible for you to take the expedi. 
eney of that plan into your confideration at all; you can only 

conſider whether it was or not a legal object to purſue. Now, 

113 3 Gentlemen, it has been pretended, hayvever, that, though it may 

de n legal obje@ to purſue, for people a ceriain rank in hf, 
men who are entitled 40 judge in futh ofair7,” men"who have grea 5 
Landed property, or men who, by their learning and abilities, may {| 

be of ſervice to government, by ſtating, what defects there may 5 

be in it, and offering a proper and eaſy means of curing them, . 
Kill, it is pretended, that che papu/ace,' that rhe" walgar; that the 


Leer rants in ſociety, have no title to "interfere. in theſe matters, 
| IG that they have no title to difeuſs fuch ſubjaftr, nor B they any 
1 bi ie 10 gffociate thenelver for the purpoſe of obiaining* a 'Parlia- 2 

{Rp Is. mentary Reform. Gentlemen, I know that this idea has been , 
| [17 "entertained, but, at the ſame tire, I was glad to vhſerye, that 4 

ttere wis no ſuch. idea brought out in the ſpeech from” the 
Taublie Proſecutor to-day, and if there had, I am ſure you would 
dot have liſiened to it. The law of this country knows no dif- 
ha tinction of perſons; let a man be never / grear,/ let à man be 
dere e, let a man be never: /o powerful, be is not more 

| _ entitled to conſider what is good or beneficial to the country; 
be ze not more entitled to petition Parliament for a-redreſs af 
grie vances, he is not mots entitled to enter into the conſidera- 8 


NI ERGO ee 
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— tate, "he's not more. entitled to do any'of thelk, | 
dag the meaneſt individual who walks the ſtreets : the beggar in 
rage bab u title to give bis ideas uygn the moſt important of our 
affairs; and if a ſociety of beggars were eltablifbed in this 
town, men Who had no other means of livelihood but beggary, 
ii they were to form themſelves into a ſociety; for the purpoſe 
of obtaining a Parliamentary Reform, or for the purpoſe of ob- 
taining redreſa. ſor any other grievance, I have no difficulty; to 
22 that an aſſociation of them is as legal as if they-were 
| ee eee, and the only queſtion 4s, whether 
they make uſe of legal means to procure this object. ' A-quots- 
| int Ae writer was read to- day .it regarded the 4 
„ . of the Preſs, but i it likewiſe regards this: great paint. 4 
Gentlemen, the privilege of the ſubject to cat vaſa the meaſures | 
of government is acknowledged; it is acknowledged as '2 ge- 4 
neral and an abſtract propoſtion; it is acknowledged B = 
65 u general and an abſtract propofition, that the is . 
titled to petition Parliament, or any branch of the Legiſlature, | 
fox a redreſs of grievances. ; Now, where is the law, pointing out 
2 diſtindion. as to man and man in this particular? There id no > 
prohibit ion; and De Lolme, the greateſt writer oho ever con- 
ndeted our conſtitution, and is now eſtabliſhed as 6 great con- 
tlitutional authority, who has not one fogle Fntence in his book. 
which way not be regarded as-conſtitutional law, who has ſlated 
the conftitution of Great Britain in the moſt true and'unexcep- 
tionable terms, and {et it upon a baſis that has never been con- 
demned by, any man of any deſcription; a man, whoſe book has 
; Rood this-teſt, ates to you, That whereas in other govern- 
ments, 8c, —{ See Hppendix, No. 13.]—There is a difference 
between our government and all others in this reſpect, that the 
Privilege and liberty of. the ſabje is in the fame ſituation with 
the government in other ſtates, to this effe&, unleſs the liberty 8 
of the ſubjeR be reſtrained by poſitive laws, it is underſtood to 
de the law and the conſtitution of this country, that kis privi- 
lege, as à Britiſh-born ſubject, is to do whatever be pleaſes; | 
and it is zncumbent upon the perſon, who pretends that it is not 
lawful for him to do this or that, to produce ſome lawpprohibit- - 
ing him from doing it. And, therefore, I muſt now, from 
ann, ſaid, ſtate to you, * n 5 
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* 
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ne che dll and ſuftguiß cant ſocistiss ſhbuld be githering 
"hs very: eitinge fortthe:putpoſe of reform, bowever | * 


Ta hothiths e eee l ven 55 to Gr 
est yol'ars net tofconfider that, but you are to Conkle 


. in doing ſo, are guilty of u breach of any know 


I ſhall ſay no more upon that ſubject. I . 


. — eee e bow 


: rt; e ier proved to'have'connefted himſelf, with a 


rr bin be, ro punfur Thar objeB oo» 
eee, beving' dad ſe ranch te you, 1 mult now e 5 
 winho/perſin af e Panel himſelf, He, Gen who 
n e 40 have been u prombter of a Neſorm in P 


np cle 4 1ory"infignificant doe, In the: town. of Dundee, ſor 


8 lech my ellent connected Mmfelf entertained any ideas 


etirig /the fame obje& ; and” 1 have here a very materia 
to make upon [the deſcription « of this ſociety, n it 
pped tel in e ridence. Guntte nien, you know well 1 need 
bt (point it but to you, The difference "56g the legality of 


2 conſtitütiouul reform in Parliament, and of purſuing 


ae Sew an dangerous! Goctrines for che overturning - of the 
mate , Tay; that not ons hint or intimazion bat beer 


given in the whote eovrſe of this did evidence, that tlie ſocie- 


to: the, xohNinution.' On tbe contrary, it by: proved to 


* you thir! they; on « fortter oveation, gave in a dutiful petition 
te Farkamem, ſetting forth! thay they wanted a Reform in 


Philiandent, 'that Parliament ſhseld be - ſhort,” and that they 
might hart a fair, free, and equal reprefentation of the people; 


im thort, the ſame object that has been purſued by ſo many ei- 


len tien in this country, and which has always been con - 
dered ab 1 fait and Honourable gbjeRt, Now, Gentlemen, an 


| due cher hand, it has not "been ptoved, and therefore yau at 


"not" e \pbefantic that my client himſelf entertained any of theſe 
; new: anll dds getous doctrines; on the contrary, every. word of 
is dee need not read 1 A you, I ned hot: make par- 


ticular, qustations, — every word of the evidence goes to aſcer- 


talk this, that the objett; of the' ſociety was this ſame legal re- 


boan that I have been talking of, that no perſon has ever pre; 
* illegal W 
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evidence, . by 
waz entertaived; by nay one member of that/ ſociety; und cht 
no one diba; no part of their debates, no part of their buſineſs 
ever went further than to the ſame legal reform; and however 
inexpedient e e eee e e 
«: lei ogject. 
' Now, Gentlemen, 1 mult here taks the liberty is ie you 
ö Aber clibtion that 1 think mutetial Gentlemen, you moſt. 
jodge of this cauſe, ſecundum allegets & probeti, you muſt jadg 
upon what has been ſtated upon the libel aggioRt my clivin, 
ad you muſt judge bow for tar bar been proved by the evidence 
Jaid before the Court, © Gentlemen I am a firmger in this part of 
the country; I know nothing abont the witueſſes examived in 
this cauſe, any thing: further chan I ſee upon the iudidtment; 
I kao nothing further than I heve beard finted in evidence; 1 
am totally igu rant of it; and therefore, Geritlemen, I ſay, 
from e h e bis for ne te erf it is impoſſible for 
me to enter into any; vindication of my client, or peu his 
eauſe, farther than appears upon the record inſelf; or hy the 
evidence that has been given; Now, Gentlemen, the caution 
that Lam about to give you is this;. You ate' perhaps well a6. 
-quainted with this part of the country, I'make no doubt; that 
you both know; and that you ſuſpect, that many of the loweſt 
of che people in this part of the country emertains doQrines 
the moſt' hoſifle to this government, and to all good govern- 
ment. Gentlemeti, it is not impoſſible but ſome of you may 
krow privately, or ſuſpect, that even ſome. of the members of 
this ſame ſaciety, of which my client was a member, entertain. 
ſome of thoſe perticious doctrines. Gentlemen, if it had been 
proved that they entertained theſe doctrines, it would have 
been +-molt material circumſtance indeed in this cauſe; but it 
ia dot provetl j and; in ſtick caſe, you muſt lay your private know. 
ledge, if yos have it, entirely out of your confidenition à an 
(rakes en preg e 
| "New; Giithmen, thi heat leratio aher, 29-1 06. 
ter myſelf, having © a CITRATE, ark. general ob · 
jed of this ſociety, the next conſideration is, What were thy 
 wealeres purſued r their 23 
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WY for, Gentlemen, if the obje8 irfll-mes never fo untl 
that the end will not juſtify the means every mitn 
mat ena tm ii the object were never fo lawful, "tity, 
if in. the proſecution of this lawful obje&, (I gie no' De 
cher it was a proper object or not, but ie was & lawful ot) 
_ = in the proſecution of this lawful object, unk ful mein 
were uſed, then my client, if a participant in 'thoſe unlawful 
means, muſt be condemned for having uſed them. Now, Ges 
renee os apart age I muſt, in the #:# place, 
oblery © 40 you, that it has never yet been debe, at leafl, 
F lay amp "rr that the ſubjecte of Great 
and full title to diſcuſs all the meaſures if 
Wee refuſal of a Reform in Pafliament wab a thes- 
Fare of government ; all the different ciecumſtances, Hated" 
' this Hand Bill, are menfures of government ; they are tatket' 
| * conſidered. Nom, Gentlemen, it bas never been diſputil, 
; the free ſubjefs of this country ale entitled to diſcuſs tt 
rep of goverament, and that by means of the prels: Ad, 
| Gentjewen,, notwithſtanding the many: panegyrics upon our con- 
, Ajiuriv, in ſo far as it confiſts of King, Lords, and Commons, 
hic are mutual checks upon each other, the King being s 
. .controul upon the other two branches of the Legiſlature, and fo 
mutually one upon anather,—notwithſtanding the many panegy- 
ries beftowed upon our conſtitution, it has been © univerſally 5. 
greed, that the form of qur conſtitution, excellent as it may ap: 
Pear. 1 its contrivance, would be totally inadequate for the pu. 
* poſes of a free. govexnment, or for the'mintenance' of civil l. 
erty, or for the comfort of ſociety at all,” that een this" pres 
and glorious conſtitution would be aljogether inadequate for 
{theſe purpoſes, were it not for the Liberty of the Preſs." De 
Ws in the quotation dead to you, told you fo exprefoly,” 1 
; not read it to you again, You muſt ed eee 
ed e of that great philoſopher and hiſtorian, Da 
vid Hume z you know. well that he was no advocate for reform- 
_ ations, that, on the e Fontrary, he was 2 Tory writer, a wtiter 
who preferred the 3 motarchical part of che conſtitution. to any 
or part of it; and, 1 in the whole courſe of his hiſtory, and the 
* 'of his ellas, his arguments are all ſuppoſed t lean to 
e e 01 5 OY RE RET 
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 * grefs, and were there not an eaſy method of conveying the . | 
' larm from one end of the kingdom to the other. Here Huss . 
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He malls us Spiel, after dog ibs Spa 
freedom, provided it is dily controlled and watched by tbs eb. 

he ſayß, Theſe principles account forthe great Liber. 
e of the-Preſs in theſe kingdoms, beyond what is iudulged ig 
* any other government. It is apprehended, that arbitrary poder 
* would ſteal in upon us, were we not careful to prevent its pro- 


exidently ſuppoſes, that gay meaſure of government of a "dai 
gerous tendency, that the people have a right, by means af the 
Liberty of the Preſs, to print againſt jt, and convey their fami- 
ments from one end of the kingdom to the other; and Hume 
confiders, chat the excellent ſtrudture of our government in o- 
ther reſpecta, that all the proviſions of law would be totally in- 
adequate; unleſs there war ſome ſuch engiae as this, in order to 
keep the people coutinually'in 8 ſtate of alarm on account of 
liberties. The ſpirit of the people muſt frequently be rou- 
in order ts curb the ambition of the Court ; and the dei 
of rouſing this ſpirit muſt be employed to prevent that ambition. = 
e are firiking paſſages, and one would think that, if Hume 
N to conßder) he c, 
not have thought of expreſſions mere dire ly epplireble to che 
ceſe 7b ſpirit of the people muft frequently be roafed;in ,, 
1 curb the ambition of the Court ; und the dread of rouſing this | 


* ſpirit muſt'be employed to prevent that ambition, Nothing is | 
| * ſoeffeQual to this purpoſe as the Liberty of the Preſs, by 


' which all the learning, wit, and genius of the aution, may be 
employed on the fide of freedom, and every one be animated - 
* toits defence. "Ar long, therefore, as the repablicas pas! of . 
' government can-indintain 1tfolf againſt: the monarchical;' it will 
* naturally be coreful to keep the preſet open, ar of importante” 10. 
4 own profervation?—And, "Gentlemen, De Lolme, in be 


qvotation before read, gives you nearly-the {ame ſentiments.— 


Now, Gentlemen, you thould be very careful ta diſtingurh cen- | 
ſute circulated, by means of the Liberty of the Preſs, \againft | 
the meaſures of goverament, from private cenſure or featidal— 
Gentlemen, private cenſure or ſcandal is not even to be vindi- 
cated from ĩte·cruthʒ the principle which ſcems to be ack nor- 
Won 1. eng ppg Date” preg Te e 2 
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denne fre ennfiderdd xo wrines for c malicious purpoſe; and; 
_ - eo writing duch ſcapdal has a tendency to raiſe heots and anime. 
fiies, und even perſonal violence between men and med, bet wen 
— individual and individual; ſuch private foandal, when witten, un 
cC.oafdeped as © breach of theipenge, bepauſo it inamediately leads 
toe brach of dhe peace If I abuſe d man wolenty, is i bet 
naturally po be enpeſted Than that man will laſe his +craper, and 
that we ſhould go together by che ears? and, therefore, prinate 
ſoundal-is puniſhed as n breach of che peace j where: it is only 
verbal, a didioQion takes place : You mey alledge that what 
| in order to ave yourſelf from-being' ctiminated ſor-the-ſtands): 

pes have uttered but, in u munter which is coufidertd artend-s | 
_ ing to breach of the peace, you'canuot fave yourſelf from bes: 
ing criminated; sud therefore, in a libebagainſt the minifier ir, 
Tau, as 88. individua/, in his private ebatadter dd aQionabie,; 
des een be donceived of, with the meaforev/of; Mr, Ritt or ie 
il, is not aftionable; and the-reeſon is, that the free ſubs. 
| Jets off this country are entitled to diſcuſs the mesſures of: yo- 
vennment, by means of the Liberty ofthe Broſs p+ewithiout the” 
| Liberty of the. Prefs, the libenty of the fubjeR aud not poſh. 
dir ie majbigived.) Now; obſexre, that it immediately follows: 
from this. liberty"of 'diſculbing,: with the utmoſt freedom; the 
wenne of government, that it is not enough; to cfiminate 1 
 - publication! of this ſort, thar if nüt falſe; ef indifpbtable m. 
ter. Gentlemen, the ꝓrobability is, unt, in every meaſure geo- 
verkment purſues, they ere in the ght, the probability is, that 
they act in the beſt way they eng ſet the general ſaſety and be · 

neigt of the country, it is 4 preſumption lieb layt the uuf pro- | | 
 bandiupon the perſon WhO complaint to bew that it is not, 
Now this being ſuppoſed, bow is it poſſible to conceive that the 
ſubjoQ-can exerciſe a right of canvaſſing the meaſures.of govern» 
ment, or of finding fault with them, if they are not at liberty” 
to/ſtate what may eventually be found to be falſe matters aguinſt 
- the menſures of government; and therefore I take it to be per- 
fectly olenr, that x-calurany- againſt the meaſures of government 
js noty as ſuch, a libel; but any writing, that neceſſarily tends 

to u breach of the peace, that is clearly and directly boſtile to 
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£ chat ſort in no doubt adtienable g; butt it ĩs hot f. 
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mutter, it world de in vain ta cantend: for the right of publithe 


neat. -Gendlemes, the quettion would always come befate the 


in ue, ſo that the one half of the Jury might think, that 
CABG e a wenſure' expedient to adopt, avother part 
of- them migbe think, in inexpediont,. and andibher part might 
em anthing at all about the ſahhect; but pour good ſenſe, 
muſk ll v. that it is nat ehqugh 30 prove that it was 


eren 


miſrepreſented vocount of. the; meaſures: of Hoverament.z. de 
cauſy.uolok. um mars. ollowes. a latitude in their dicuſſonm 
ta public what is falſe, 8 well ac what. 
i trag, Abe Miez, af the-Praſo would be a Were ame and wet 
hould no longe have the ſwallaſt henefit ſrom it. Now, Gen- 
Pati eee 
and, it na be se wledged, Geatlemen, that the ſubje has 
a zight to. canal the meaſures; of .gorerament-z. and, it j6 5 
criminal in; un werk ſd ca fing the meaſures of govornmenty | 
it in dog ſuſßeleat that. it contains falſe avermentsz and, ſa far, þ 
oll here take an opportunity to correct the deſigition which 
vo have heard of the Liberty of the Preſs... It has been told 
you, in very: ſtrong language, that it conſiſſ ed of freedom from 
zeſtain in pudliſhing, that it Wos a thing of the ſame; uaturs 
'vith the liberty of -ſpsech; it ig not in the power of any perſon: 
by any human maant to reſttsin the liberty of ſpeechg-no man gan 
prevent me from {aying abet L pleaſe jult aos;z to be ure i 
wee to ſey any thing very, violent, I might. be, blamed. for it, 
but it: is impoſſible to prevent my, uttering any thing I pleaſed: | 


„ 


„* 


= 
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* — 


„ 


the. ſame, way as, we. may be. puniſhed for ſpeaking j»but this-is 


ee ee eee falls matter ; becauſe, i 
writing verse be conſidered as libel: upon its containing falls — 


ing irne matten, true cenſute againſt the .meg{urce of guv en- 


publifhed: with 3 ſeditious intention, that it gires a falſe or 


jaſt non ; we. enjoy the liberty of publiſhing what we leak. 
but we muſt be anſwerable fer the printing, we. muſt do it at 
our ond riſt; and, if it happens that what. we print is libel. 
or an criminal matter, chat we. may be pupiſhed for it juſt- in 


an idea of the Liberty of the Preſs which is 4 miflaken.one, ir. 
$985 a great wap further as to, public, otters j to be ſure, 2s tg. =» 


hee rl night; think. 53: irie, a0d-one helf migbt ian. 3 


\ 


| 
N 
[| 
| 
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| 
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being s Uderty ts print without un imprimatur, or a lj. 
eenſer. | Now, Gentlemen, I apprehend that I have ſhewp you, 


worse never ſo miſtaken, unleſs it be proved, het you bed a en. 


Ritutjon, a> 1 believe that you have rend a number of zraQte up · 


e und et) cenſured upon many cecationsy I need net 
ut to you upon that ſudject ; «nd, Gentlemen it bs oerteiniy 


ted; and you muſt underſtand, that fince/they are not proſecu · 


teure, and paſſing unpuniſhed, wut no argument, in a court of 
, why this-libel, being « crime, ſhould not be puniſhed, 
"Gentlemen, certainly not, if it was & murderer that was before 
vou, it would be the moſt ridiculous and abſurd, as well a5 the 
moſt deteſtable of all arguments, to tell you other murderer 

ba ve gone unpuniſhed; but don't you ſee, that this is nltogether 1 

 » beggiog of the queſtion? The queſtion is, whether this is « libel 


or tot und it in u ſtrong and prevailing argument ſurely to ſay, 
| that we are to canvaſythe meaſures of government; it is a ſtrong 


te talk of 'thilliohs of publications, canvaſſing the meaſures of 


t 


3 the/defnition of the Liberty of d Preh l la per 
feftly juſt; no man can prevent my printing, but the women 
2 againſt any man I may be libelled for it; but, 

where the rights of a people are involved, it is very different, 


that the CO Preſs is not only Hiberty to print wha 
- you'ploaſe, but that it is a liberty to print whe! Cenfuree you 


Pleaſe againſt the meaſures of government and, it is not f 
to eriminate you, that it is falſe ; if it were never ſo falſe, th. 


munel intention, which I will ſtate by and Worn 
the'Preſv it that which * aha, e "Ore n 
night to malle uſt o. 

Now, Oentlemen, lun t J 6008 es 4 
eee 
thete ece uny men in this room Who never reed u newſpaper; 


I might ſpeak to em upon that ſabjeR ; but, bs T believe you 
to be all gentlemen, well informed in the principles of the cos · 


on the meaſurey of government, ed hav b them Fra 


good negative argument, that we don't ſee theſe libely ptoſeen - 
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ted, that the Liberty of the'Preſy protects them, Gentlem, 
you were told, upon the argument of relevancy, that many libel 
Veing circulated, that many crimes being committed of this un · 


ergument to ſbew you, that in millions of inſtances, I am ſure, 
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| famous libels to'eſcape, during u courſe of ſo many years, libels 
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tally ridicufour;! for what purpoſe grant the ſubjeQ the Liberty 
ok the Preſs, if he is not to uſe it in an effeftual manner? Is he 
obliged to meaſure his ſentences according to the will and ples. 


10 ſtats theſe fach, he may ſtate them in the Rrongelt language: 


Tongs 1] 


tertiis, to talk of millions of ſuch libels being circulated 5 and, 
thizefore,” the fact that I now take notice to you of, the unver- 
fal eule and practice of the country in allowing ſuch things to 
pelt, is u proof of the law and the conſtitution of the country, 
that however wicked ſuch things may be in themſelves, however 
inproper they may be,” ill it is a check, that the people ſhould 
hive it in their power, to ſend the alarm from one end of the 
Hagdom to the dther,” upon every occaſion when they think it 
tieveſary/ But, Gentlemen, if theſe publications are lübels, 6 
las ben hinted, what muſt you think of the public juſtice of 
the country? L am Tute this is the ſtrongeſt libel that J have 
ten df late, chat the Public Proſecutor has allowed all theſe la- 


| ut for the worlt of purpoſes; for every man knows 
that, 'and/of libels having ſuch pernicious effects, as is univer- 
ſafly fdl&ſhall it be ſaid; that all theſe libels' have been winked = 
at, that'the Public ' Proſecutor bas betrayed his duty, that he 
har betrayed his country in not proſecuting theſe libels, in order 
to wreck the whole of bis vengeance at laſt upon Mr. Palmer? 
It is impoſſible that you can think ſo—The Public Proſecutor 
knowy'the Liberty of the Preſs better y it was not till this party 
ſpit had roſe ſo high, that it was ever thought of, to proſecute 
much writinge; but although we are at liberty thus to uſe the 
priviltge of the preſs, we are not to uſe it in ſuch a way, as to 
rule fedition a . 
Gentlemen, the queſtion is, therefore, Whether has the Liber- 

of the Preſy been abuſed to this effect or not? It cannot be 

enled; after what 1 have ſaid to you, that we may canvaſs the 
nieafures'of government, and ſtate what facts we pleaſe, unleſs 
the moſt villanous and ſeditious intention, followed into action, 
be proved dgainſt us—and, it cannot be denied, that we may 
fate theſe cenſures upon the meaſures of government in What 
linguage we pleaſe; becauſe, to circumſoribe us in the uſe of 
language, if we are to ſtate the things theraſelves, would be . 


fare of the Public Proſecutor No, Gentlemen; if he be allowed 
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n uo0 t indeed to ſlir them up to ads of violende -t indeed' to fir 
wdem up to acts of ſedition not to ſtir them up to dt of ten 
F lion againſt the government—not:to- this offt. But, obſerre 
na "nnother cireumſtance in the conſtitution-of: alis oountry, which 
likewiſe ought to be ſbewn you, that there is uo danger in thi 
Liberty of the Preſs z and therefore, indirefly; 'thist. we enjoy 

| this Liberty of the Preſs, to the full effet that have ſtated 

to canvaſs the meaſures of government, as freely af we pleaſe. 
Gentlemen, = long ſtand was mode, and very frequently 

renewed agtinſt the appointment of a ſtanding army in this 
country; at lad, Gentlemen, the ſtanding army was eſtabliſhed; 

and it has from time to time increaſed in numbers, till at lal 

| he number of our ſtanding army it very- conſiderable. | Is time 

| of war, we have not ſo many men in the countyy; but in tus 
ov peuce, when the ſoldirrs come home, there is u ſtanding army 
mounting to a very conſiderable numbet in the country; and 

fully ſufficient, no doubt, to curb any ſeditious ſpirit ariſing in 

the populace. When, Gentlemen, in the famous tiets in 180, 

|. they had almoſt deſtroyed the whole government; when the po- 

|  pulace of Landon were attuated- by 4 phrenzy, burning every 
thing they could find—did we not.ſee, in a few days, a few 16 

iments brought up to the capital, and theſe reſtored ordet, 

peace, and tranquillity in-a very ſhort time. There can be no 

' queſtion, but the landing army of this country ſecures the 

| pence of the country. againſt any ſedition that may be ſuppoſed 

to ariſe among the people. Nom, this is en argument, and 
take it, a very prevailing argument, for the uſe of 1 ſtanding at- 

Wh an and it is an obſervation made by my worthy ftiend, 

6 the late Mr. Smith, who wrote upow the wealth of nations; 20d 
be fates, that as the ſpecial purpoſe of keeping a ſlanding arm 
1 in this country is, that by the means of « landing army, the 
people may be allowed the liberty that there! may be no te- 

/  - Araint/ upon their liberty; for they may ſay or do what they 
pleaſe, unleſs they come to actual violence, (which is certainly 
puniſhable without the ſmalleſt danger to the government, with- 

ont the ſmalleſt danger to the ſettled eſtabliſhments of the coun- 


try, and that, in conſequence of this ſlandiag army :) and, thert- 
fore, Gentlemen, I muſt take notice of this to you in a'particultr 
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k 
Suede that he eftablichmeod of u fan ding army in tbe con- 
büched by theſe very arguments uſed in Pacliament z this is ano: 
ther poaf, as the ſubjeR e any Way 22 and ig 
what language be gleaſes, diſcuſs: meaſures-of goverament, . 
Hoving now Rated, Gentlemen, that the Liberty of the d 
nau de thus an erciſed, and that any perſon who pleaſes, or any 
ſet ol mem ha pleaſe; may publich their idegs upon the mea 
ſures af government, 1 wiſh to call to your attention the parti; 
cular phraſes of the language that has be en uſed upon ſuch occa- 
ons j beeaule I take it now to be beyond a controverſy, that, 
a4/to' the; matter ſtated in this Hand Bill, that, or apy otber 
matter, may bo ſtated pgaipſt the meaſures of government, if ig 
in done in warraptable lautzuage, and got for a ſeditious purpoſe; 
The thing that remains, therefore, is 40 ſee, whether it is legal or 
warragtable, to uſe ſuch ſtrong terms ag are uſed. in this Hang 
Bill? Whether che terme muſt be conſidered. as fo atrocious ag 
to make it amount to a libel, though the matters inſinusted ig 
the Hand Bill do nat make it amaunt to g libel; for there is 
perſon but will be of opinion, that if the ſame ideas were bro! 
forward in moderate. language, that a mogerate, « candid, ang 
a calm diſcuſſion of the matters treated of in this Hand | Bill, 
there is no perſon will ſay that it is a libel; and po perſon will 
pretend to ſay it is worſe to write à Hand Bill, than publiſh g 
pamphlet; they muſt be conſidered upon the ſame footing. 
Gentlemen, I hold a pamphlet in my hand, ſtigmatizing the pre- 
ſent miniſter perſonally, ad the meaſures of government purſued 
by bim. Gentlemen, it is written in ſuch a ſtyle, and contains 
fuch ideas, that you. cannot queſtion, for à moment, , that this 
pamphlet, induſtriouſſy circulated among all the miniſter's ener 
pies, wauld have been 2 ſubjeRt of proſecutiop, if it had been 
2 libel, it is impoſſible for one moment to doubt it; and, there- 
fore, in reading the paſſages from this work, which I think arg 
ſtated in-lapguage fully as pointed, as any Gated in this. Hand 
Rill, I apprehend that I ſhall go near to.conyince you, that the | 
iyle of language adopted in the Hand Bill is not ſeditious,. is 
not libelous in itſelf, becauſe. the language: of this pamphlet 
though: 831} mare violent,; ill mare inflammatory, if you will 
Aon me theſe expreſions, one been copfigered 86 4 bel, 


COTE 


The, gentleman, 56's letter to the Right Honourable Wikia 
Mn, Ly montly vp6d the (ubjeRt of ble eonidult With re ſped v 
„ reform, I beginy Wien accullig Mr. Pitt of i 40 from 
that eauſez and, having Nated In genera! What *. t6 de thy 
9 of the pamphlet, It goet on thun The anHials of n 
 elent er modern apoſtacy contain nothing ſo fagrant, It en 
© keſerved for bur days to add this variety to the various tomb. 
* pationy of fraud and Infolence, which have in former ages dupe 
Land oppreſſed mankind; and it was peculiarly referved for a (tate 
20 Mis whoſe character reconelles the oſt repugnant extrety 
of political depravity, the plianey of the moſt abheck {ntriguy 

7 with the vaunting of the moſt lofty hypoerlſy. It Was reſerved 
"4 fot him, not alone filently to abandon, not alone ever! publicly 
„to abjure the doctrines of his former Ife] not alone 70 oppoſe 
" with atdour, with vehemence, with virulence, thoſe propet, 
tions from others, by which he himſelf had earned Wn#h6i ſte 
Wo popularity, and climbed to une xumpled power; but by « te 
© nemeut of jafolent apoſtacy, to convert Into a ſyurce of obl6. 
1 guy againſt other mep, à meaſure which had been the bäh. of 
4 ls own reputation and Importanee, It was teſerved for fich 
„ wan to repeat thoſe yery common-place objectiens to the 
* meaſure, and thoſe very common: place Nanders againſt ts wo- 
„vert which had been urged agaluſt himſelf, and which he hin- 
*felf had fully deſpiſed, or victorlouſly refuted, It was reſerh 
ed for him, wnbluſhingly to renew all the clamour againſt no 


© yelty, and all thoſe affectlonate alarms for the Britich Cont. 
* tution, which patriotic borough-mongers had To ſucceſsfully | 


* employed againit himſelf, Yes, Sir, it was reſerved for the 
0 fon of Chatham thus to Nigmatize the “ dying legacy” 6 of bi 
father, and thus to brand his own * virgin effort. “ 
© © You will have already perceived, that It is on ybur late com> 
dust eaſe of Parliamentary Reform, that I am about th 
$ anitadiyert. Though 1 feel a diſlike not unmixed with 'con- 
"© tempt for politics purely perſonal, and though I thould be the 
© laſt man to betray and degrade the great cauſe of reform. by 
* mingling it with the petty fquabBles of party, yet when 1 fee 
© the authority of an apoſtate character oppoſed with impudent 
© abſurdity, to the cauſe from which he apoitatized, I think it u 
© leaſt 6 that that obltacle ſhould be removed, and that the w. 


tu 1 


| gouring-language of ſuch u delinquent ſhould be counteraRed 
| by the meritad, brand of bly Seins. 
i The cauſe of reform demande that the nature of your pte · 
| ent oppoſition to it, ſhould be underſtood by the. people. 'The 
i }ntereſt- of the peogls demands that they ſhould well underftand 
i the chataRer of bim who may yet be likely, In ſome poſſible 
i combinat on of events, to offer himſelf to them as the chame 
plow of reform, and_pethaps ultimately to prove, the leader In 
| more, extenſive and dangerous meuſures. | | it generally 
i dt that no, fignal 6xample of xriumpbant apoſtdcy ſhould puſh 
«with Impunlth or arte ah e 5 T7] e 
lheſe are the public reaſons, Slr, which, Jead' me to call 
' public attention to your conduct; reaſons which haye Influen- 
| ced one who has no. reſpe&. for your. principles, and no exg- | 
i gerated oplaion of your abilities, which be- has ſometimes ad- 
i wired without Jdolatry, and often oppoſed without fear. That 
„Len ln no abje& or devoted ſenſe « partizan, I truſt even my 
i preſent ſentiments will prove, I am only, therefore, your ene» 
i my lo far as, 1 believe you to be the enemy of, my, country 
i and. | am. got unwilling to, adopt for the creed of my perſonal 
| politiey, the dying prayer _of a, great man, I ito cuique ebe. 
e ut qin/que de Republica thereatur tl 1 10 ache a 
* The three general grounds then on which Leh proceed to 
\ examine your conduct are, your apoſtacy—your preſent pro- 
i texts for oppoſing reform—and the probability of ſuch « Tyture. 
' conduRt In you a» may render it extremely important that the 
' people ould al appreciate. your e n 
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Vout entrance into public Ife was marked by cireumiſlances a 
| more favourable than any Engliſh ſtateſman had ever experien» 
"red. With all the vigour of your own, talents, with all the 
' reflefted luſtre of your, father's character, vou appeared at k _ 
' moment, when the ungracious toil of oppoſition was almoſt paſt, 
when little remained but to profit by. the effe& of othWmen's 
| efforts, und to urge the fall. of atottering miniſlry, whoſe miſ- 


" 7 
* , * 


conduct had already been fatally roved by national misfortung, . 
The current of popularity had d ſet firongly agaluſt the 

wlailler. The illuſons of American conqueſt and American 
revenue were diſpelle, The eyes of the people were opened 
LE ee 
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| Ew y7 
AR. The vithneibti of che Pebple wore called to thoſe dela; 
ein their conſtitution, which permitted ſuch a Cibltier'ſs loty 
to bettay thi public kutetaßt, vid" 70 brave the public plate. 
©You Had cal) do put yourſelf ut the Bead of the people, to de. 
4 Hate you? the lender of Teterm In this charter you ba 
bedürfe to ENG fate mend, and You were affiiled by ths fine 


by t'objelots; with every paſt aud every future lender bf refort, 


| VYefpſting thin u Corrapt Bothy Would ſpdiitanvully reform l. 
it, you leite the” Interpohehöm of the people. Vou knw 
that Atpered offbtt wu be bab büleg. You rherdfore ts 
« courtiged them to aſſochnte. - You were not detetted from up 
\ prating tothe people by fuch"ifetable common places of n. 
„ pfoith 6d thiol of ad vertiümg for grievances, difullig Uiſew 
V tente, Aud provokitig ſedition. You well knew, that in the w. 
Þ cabulutF of corrupt powet engulry is ere and trüng dll 


Vis tyrioalindy with blind und abje&t 'obbdience. ' You were ts 
/ 'Jeterred from joining with the alfociations of the people by be 


ing told they Were to dverawe Parliament, Nou Knew the 
* value of a. jargbii that does not deſerve to be dignified by 
ieh n yams as fophittry, You felt for it that pontenipe whit 
Tovery man of teak ah feels, and which every nan of fine 
OTE [at heidi oa 
A you were regardleſs of the clamour againſt the neceſ 
"4 Means for the accomplilhment of your objeft—as you knew thu 
4 whoever would ſubſtantially Terve the people in fuch « cauk 
4 muſt appeal to the people, and affocſate wich the people; b 
vou muſt have had « juſt and i ſupreme contempt for the ſophifty 
; * which was oppoſed to the meaſure of reforming the repreſents 
| 1 ton itſelf, You were told (every reformer has been told, ut 
_ Tovery reformer will be told) that of innovations there is w 
Lend, that to adopt one is to invite x ſucceſſion; and that thoup 
"4 you knew the limits of your own reforms, you could not pre 
_ 4 feribe bounds to the views which their ſucceſs might awake 
"tin the minds of others. To fo battered a generality, it un 
easy to oppoſe another common place. It was enfy to wh 
"t that us yo government could be ſecure, if h were to be per 
 * tuaſly changed ; fo no abuſe, could be reformed if inflitutio 
"+ ard to be inflexibly maintained. If they call the counp 
'T of a reformer temerity, he is equally entitled to repreſent the 


The curtain was dropped in 1785, The 3 then cloſed, 


\ * There was little danger of the ſucceſs of his 
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ine ene If they edt ien cdifſefture of Vis 


future intereſt in confuſion, he may, from knowledge, ſpeak | of 


„their actual intereſt in corruption. 


hey told you that extravagant ſpeculations” were abroad; 
that it was no moment to hope for the accompliſhmenit of 3 


„ temperate reform, when there were ſo many men of miſehte. 
vous and viſionary principles, whom your attempts would em · 


i holden, and whom your reforms would not content. Von 


„replled, chat the redreſs of real grievances was the ſureſt re- 


© medy againſt Imaginary alarms that the exiſtence of acknow- 
ledged corruptions is the only circumſtance that renders i incen- 
„ diaries formidable; and that to correct theſe corruptions I to 


tel from them their moſt powerful Weapon... 


By a conduQt thus natural you purſued your, meaſure. Ot 


4 that conduct indeed I ſhould not now have reminded” you, had it 


# not been For the ſabe of contraſting it with forte recent tran/aions, 
(It ts almbll unneceſfary to add that you found i it eaſy to prac · 


i tife on the generous credulity of the Engli people, and that 
for the firſt time in the preſent reign, the King's adviſers 


} thought fit to chuſe heir. miniſter from the knowledge of | his 
belag popular, actusted by the double policy, of debauching 
rn, a popular leader, and of ſurrounding with the ſplendour of po- 


pularity, the apoſtate agent of heir will, But with the other 
« parts of your public life I have nothing to do, nor will I trace 


. ' minytely the progreſs of your pretended affects ox Parliament- 
' aty Reform, 


© Other cares then began to 6ccupy your mind. T's. dupe the en- 
i thuliaſts of reform ceaſed to be of any further moment, and the 
* queſtjon itſelf ſlept, until it was revived by Mr, Flood in 1790. 
motion, main- 
( tained by himſelf with little pertinacy, and ſeconded neither by 
0 any Parliamentary connection, nor by any deciſiye popular opi» 
nion. To it therefore you thought a languid oppoſition from 
«you ſufficient... You reſerved more active oppoſition for mare 
formidable dangers, and you abandoned the motion of Mr. 
1 Flood to the declaration of Mr. Grenville, the logic of * N 
« * Windham, and the invective of Mr. Burke. 
That more formidable danger at length arrived, A reform. \ 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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9 


i the 8 Was oaks 3 by a anions of 
{ the moſt powerful abilities, of high conſideration in the 
country, and of a character the moſt happily untainted by any 
* of thoſe dubious rranſaQions of Which political parties are rere. 
ly able, for any long period, to eſcape at leaſt thei imputation; 


Such s charafter was odjous to apoſtacy. Such an enemy was 


4 i formidable 1 to corruption. 


© The debate“ on the 4 25 of Mr. Grey Nuſirajed | the Fears , 


1 of corrupt, men, and the malignity « of apoſtates. . It was then 

4 that alarms which had ſlumbered fo long over incendiary writ⸗ 

11 25 were ' fuddenly called forth by the dreadful ſuggeſtion of 
„ moderate, and therefore, of a practicable reform. 


Nor e reaſon of this difficult to diſcover. Theſe | incen« 2 

510 diary publications might render fignal ſervice, to 4 corrupt go. 
1 vernment, by making the cauſe of freedom lage and per- 
| © haps yd lig immatu;ed and l. concerted We by 


t fupprefſion of 'which might ineteaſe the ſitength, and ju 


tlie violence of government No ſuch happy effects were to 


6 Ve hoped from the propoſition of Mr. Grey. Impradticable 


© ſchemes are tiever terrible, but that fatal propoſition threaten: 
Led the overthrow of corruption "Iieſelf, Then your exertions 


| were indeed demarided: Nun your. pious zeal for the conſti. 


| e tation was called forth. 

e Theoretical" admiters of the Conſtitution hat tetra "IO 
' » ed its escellencs to conſiſt in that trial by j Jury which you had 
©narrowed by exciſe; and its ſalvation to depend on that Liber. 

_ © *ty of the Preſs which you had ſcared by proſecution, Such 

: „Wight have been the idle raving of Locke or Monte ſquieu - 
Buß you well knew its practical excellence to depend on very - 
gi t things. | 
Already, ia your imagination, that citadel” of ihe conflitu- | 
« tion Ducenborough, that ſanuary of freedom Midhurf, totter- 

died to their foundations. Already, even Cornwall itſelf, the ho- 


©1y land of freedom, was pierced by the impious din of reform, 


* Actuated by alarms ſo honeſt and fo wiſe, for ſuch ſacred bul- 


"'warks of the conſtitution; no wonder that you magnanimouſly 
© ſacrificed your o character. No wonder that you ſtopped to 
+ rake together every clumſy ſophiſin, und every malignant Nan- 


11 Laer okay the moſt frontleſs * bad « ever too * the 
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! moſt ftupid credulity believed.” Nor was it the 
C2 when we conſider it in this view, that you ſhould have pronounee 
an elaborate, a ſolemn, a malignant invective, againſt the prin- 

* ciples which you yourfelf had profeſſeg, the preciſe meaſures 
which you had promoted, and the very means which you had 
« choſen for their accompliſhment. There is fomething i in ſuch a 

* parade of apoſtacy, which, in the minds of certain perfont, may 
* efface thoſe veltiges of diſtruſt and repugnance, that the recol- 

_ *JeQion of a popular conduct in early life muſt have imp 
| © © The diſgraceful triumph of that night will indeed long bs re- 
4 ' membered by thoſe who were indignant ſpectators of it. A mi. 

niſter reprobating aſſociations and condemning any mode of col. 
lecting the opinion of i the people for the purpoſe of influencing 
the Houſe of Commons.—He who commenced his career by be: 
ing an Aﬀociator, and who 1yowedlv placed all his hopes uf ſuc» 
* ceſs in the authority which general opinion was to have over the | 
-* Houſe of Commons, He who continued a miniſter in defiance 
' of the Houſe of Commons, becauſe he ſuppoſed himſelf to poſſels 


the confidence of the people. He who gave the firſt examplb of 


' legitimating and embodying the opinion of the people againſt 
the voice of their repreſentatives. He was the minifter who a- 
 dopted this language, It is not, Sir, on that night to the ſplen- 
dor of your words, nor the muſic of your periods, that vo 
# owed the plaudits of the borough-mongers of Wiltſhire or of 
Cornwall. They take no cognizance of any dexterities'of 
ſophiſtry or felicities of declamation ; the pompous nothingneſs 
+ of Abercorn, and the ſordid barbarity of Rolle, are more on 
+ a level with their underſtanding and more in uniſon with their 
( taſte. They applauded you for virtues like their own,/for im- 
* pudence in afferting falſehood for audacity in defending corrup : 
tion. Their aſſent was condemnation—their applauſe was igno- 
© miny—their diſgraceful bean hims ought to have called to your 
* recolleQion the depth of —_— into which you had at 7a 
# plunged. $2447} 

Gentlemen, > gives me no pleaſure to read theſe violent exe 
preſſions ; whatever opinions may be entertained with reſpect to 
Mr, Pitt's conduR in the cauſe of reform, he is certainly a man of ve- 
ry great abilities, and a man of the moſt diſtinguiſhed eminence 
Sid merit, I ſhall ſay nothing further with regard to him, nr 


i i 
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would 4 he vs been acteſſuy to the publication of this pamphlet, 
þ is not a little violent, neither would 1 read it to you, if 
did not eqtceive it to be neceſſary for the defence of my client 
you will be to judge, when teading theſe expreſſions in this pam. 
| phlet, which is no libel, and which has never beep proſecuted ; 
Fon will compare theſe flaming expreſſions, clothed at the ſame 
dime with all that elegance and with all that ſtrength of imagi. 
nation, you will compare whether theſe are ſtronger and mote 
effeQual tv raiſe ſedition than this poor, Hand Bill. It is impol. 
ible that they will admit of the ſmalleſt compariſon 3 1 am ſute 
i will wake none between them; 1 am ſure you will af that 
If this Hand Bill js a libel, that letter to the Right Hon. Wim, 
Pitt upon his conduct in reform, is much wore a libel j and yet 
it has not been proſecuted. as a libel z and, I may venture to 
ſay, never will be proſecuted ; becauſe it has already been cir, 
culated through the whole country, has already done 6 great 
deal of hatm to Mr, Pitt's reputation; and Mr. Pitt and the 
Public Proſteutor, has thought proper, however, to take no no, 
nie of a writing of this deſeription. . 
di, Gentlemen, 1 might read a great mauy mote paſſages 
10 you to the ſame effect; but I have ſpoken very longy and am 

\ extremely fatigued, and indeed 1 deſpair of fünding any thing 

' ranger than I have already read z but before I cloſe upon this 

point, | muſt notice to you, that the Parliamentary Debates, 

which have been treated as mytter of privilege, are as much 

matters of libel, when in « newſpaper, as if they had never, been 
ſpoken in the Houſe of Commons; and therefore, all the violent 
expreſſions that come up to every ſingle word in that Hand Bill 
= without being proſecuted, all theſe are juſt as much libels as if 
| no ſuch thing had been ſaid in the Houſe of Commons. It is ye 
| ey true, that the Commons in Parliament have liberty of ſpeech, 
but that liberty of ſpeech does not entitle them to print their 
. ſpeeches in a public newſpaper. Gentlemen, it is ati adjudged 
f | eaſe, that what is no libel when Rated in a petition to Parlis- 
ment, is immediately a libel, when circulated among the pevple. 
Gentlemen, it is adjudged, that where a petition, containing vio- 
ent, ſedittous, nnd inflammatory matter, is printed, only for the 
purpoſe of delivering to members of Parliament, who are tv 
<onſider of the matter of that petition, that that petition, hoy 
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„en pat auiteus haven bt may bey ts ust puattable, beech. 


it is u p&itivs 10 Purllament. 1 ſay, it is an adjudged caſe 3 but 
the fine petition, the mothent it is elreulated-beyoud the mem- 
bers of Pürllument, it 16 6 libel; and mall fand upon its bottom i 
Gentlemen, you wilt remember the Archbiſhop of York's 
eaſea=he compared ſome of theit ſpeeches, which he did not als | 
togethet approve of, te the harangues of 4 Marat or & Robers 
ſpierfe;” It was iitipofſible for & men io have uſed language more 
inflammatory more directly eateulated to a breach of the peace 


the mind of mat eadndt Evnceive language ronger that Was 


his Grave was plenſed to ufs upon that oeaſlon, of two of the 
moſt abominsble charutcters that ever appeared upon the face of 
human üffulre; that ate held up us 4 terrot, thit ate ſo unver- 

ſally extttated; he eompat ed theſe ſame chitdRers with the 6. 
ble aud fefprAtabte managers who are condaRing the trial of = 
Mr. Haſtings 3 this was uo libel When ſpoken by the Archbithopy 
but the moment thoſe worde got into a tlewiſpaper they were t6s 
gatded as u libel, and the newſpaper bud no protection from the 
Known faſt; that he only took it down from the 
mouth; What he had ſald in the Houſe of Peers, But what fol 
lowed ! Why, Gentlemen; the managers found themſelves: ag: 
gtieved und inſulted j they found that the Houſe of Cottticns 


were infulte through them; and a motion was mide in Pyrlia- 


ment; for they had no evidence of his having made the ſpoech in 
Parliament, unleſs the ſpeech had been immediately noted down 
but they moved to ptoſecute the innocent printer of the libal, 
who had no more to ds With the libel than any perſon in this 
room; he tock it dowii from the Archbihop's mouth z it cannat 
be ſuppoſed he had the faallett oriminal intention 4 and yet, this 
wis the only way the inatiagers had to get cid of this abominabile 
libel that had been cireulated y why, the Houſe refuſed to inter- 
fere in the mattet j it was language nearly of the ſume efoR a 
tendency, as was uſed in newſpapers every dey, that they had gut 
into this praQice z and that it was neceſſary for the public ſafety, 
that they ſhould he ve u liberty of ſaying any thing and therefore, - 
the Houſe by « moſt remarhable decifien indeed, refuſed to pro- 
ſeeute the printer of the Archbiſhop of York's ſpeech. 
Now, Oentlemen, you bye MALTA MAG 


** 
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idflanawatory nature, and containing the Aironget CP 
gainſt the Minäſter perſonally, bas never been proſecuted as a li. 
bel yaw have; ſoen, that ſhe ſtrongeſt expreſſions. uſed. agriaf 
he managers of Mr. Haſtings! trial was not conſidered as a li 
bel; you mult all know the violent expreſſions that are daily uſed; 


_ . "ob mut here take notice of a moſt remarkable. dilinRion tha 


takes place, ant. which ſtews that this liberty of diſcuſſion muſt 
-necedarily be allowed. Gentlemen, -there is, now. an acknoy. 
ledged diſtinction between the public and the Private charaQtes 


of a politician. . Mr. Pitt's private charger is 'as ſafe a8 any 
man's in\the nation; uo perſon in the Houſe of Commons, no 
member of Parliament can dare to ſay any thing perſonally to Mr, | 
Pitt in his private capacity, it is only ac a miniſter that he can be 


urtacked ; aud the diſtinction is uni verſally talked of. Mr. Pitt 
knit in ese of bit letters alludes to it, by undertaking, both 

1 miniſter and 10 min, to ſupport ſome meaſure, I don 
reecolle& What. In ſhort, the diſtinction between 
Sims aud the miniſter is fully eſtabliſhed. Nom, what could 


bare given birth to this tliftinRion,?: It ãs impoſſible that, any 


citeumſtance whatever could have given birth to ibis diſtinction, 
_ uileſs-it was the acknowledged doctrine that I have been illuſ. 
-tpating; that the ſubject of this country 45 at liberty to cenſure the 
menſurer of government as be pleaſes 5-no matter whether falſe or 


true and the diſtinction was fallen upon, in-order ae 


private charaez of the Miniſter himſeltf. 
Now, Gentlemen; J apprehend therefore, that I haye eſs 


Bliched in the place, that this ſociety at Dundee was, afſem- | 


bled for'a/lawfyl purpoſe; no matter whether expedient or not; 
no matter whether dangerous or not j they were following 


_  affful deſign the obtaining of a reform in the repreſentation o 


EE IO andi ĩt is not a matter to be, laughed 
o be ſure it is ludicrous, that a fe-w mechanics in Dundee, 
think of reformming the Parliament; but, they knew ver 
well that there were a great number of other people in the cout- 
dry who held the ſame- ſentiments, and they knew very vel 
chat they were a ſmall part of che great whole; and they v0 
doubt/imagined, that they would be entitled to ſend their om 

repreſentatives to Parliament; and conſequently, that the repre- 
Fentatives ſo ſent u ould haye a better idea of their „ and 
all above, they no doubt * that their own imgortao 
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N occafion—that is no doubt « prinelple dage- 
dient with reformers, among the vulgar. However, I have ef. 
Aubliſbed that the Liberty of che Preſs.is unbounded, ſo far u 
men canvaſs the meaſures of government. Gentlemen, I have 
eſtabliſhed, that you may ſay what you pleaſe againſt goverument, 
yhether true or falſe. 4 aſſert the propoſition generally. Gentle- 
men, I have likewiſe eſtabliſhed, from practice, from a ſtrong nega- 
tive argument of no ſuch publications having been proſecuted an 
libellous, from that negative argument, that what language is 
thought proper by an author, he may lawfully uſe it, and that 
it may be printed; and, that the warmth.of the language, the 
nature of the language does not in itſelf conſtitute a libel. In 
ſhort, that a thing of this kind is neither libellous from the mat - 
ter, nor from the language 3 we muſt conſider therefore; what 
was the purpoſe af it? TY oe OD GRIN: 
to effect wh. 
Gentlemen, I will not weng orwacl farkiabidledionsoutidhy 
as this, that a writing, malicious ſeditious in itſelf, and in is 
own nature calculated to raiſe ſedition among the people 1 
don't ſay that a thing of this nature may be vindicated, from 
ſaying, that no ſedition was raiſed among the people; I don't 
ayail myſelf of ſuch an argument; intention is not ſufficient; 
unleſs the crime be perpetrated. For inſtance, it would not be 
relevant to accuſe à man of intending to commit murder, the 
queſtion would be, Whether he had actually committed murder 
or not? I acknowledge the queſtion does not reſt here, becauſe 
it there was an intention to produce ſedition, and if the writing, 
which is intended to produce that effect, was obviouſly of that 
nature, 1 admit that the intention was carried into effect in the 
at of publiſhing the writing, But, Gentlemen, What are che 
circumſtances there ? It is not proved to you that the purpoſes 
of this ſociety were any other than a moderate and a rational 
reform; it is nat proved that this Hand Bill, although it com- 


plained of the very grievances which are always taken notice of 


by reformers ; it does not appear that the Hand Bill was'calcu-' 
lated to raiſe ſedition. And, Gentlemen, here I muſt take no- 


, tics, that it is by no means relevant to ſay, that a writing 


„, to be ſure, every writing that cenſures the q , 
meaſures of government muſt neceſſarily raiſe diſeontents in the 13 9 
alinds of the people, no ſuch writing ever was publimed with 
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any ther intention than to dew the as e n 
_ taxeſt way, and that it had not been conſulted by government, 
Gentlemen, that great and lofty privilege, that great bulwark 
of gur conſtitution, as it is admitted to be on all hands, is lo 
| for. ever. the moment we are reſtrained from exervifing this 
- boaſted Liberty of the Preſs z-the publication of ſedition- is pus 
niſhable; and no man dan be guilty of it but he muſt be ſent ta 
Botany: Bay; but I apprebend that you will go along with we, 


in the idea that the writing muſt be calculated.. not only to 


raiſe diſcontents in the minds of the people, and to rouſe them 
up, ip the language of the moderate nod calm Hume, in order 
to have thoſe grievances redreſſed, but it muſt be a writing cal- 
culated to raiſe ſedition ; and if it had not been ſtated in the in- 
diQtment, that this paper, now under conſideration, was calcu- 
' lated to excite acts of outrage, what had 05 

? There was n petition to Parliament, Nas there an 

in that ? You heard it ſtated from almoſt 2Þ dhe bla 
Aue, the very author of it ; you heard it from eve- 
n body, that it was to rouſe the minds of the people, in order 
can to apply for 'a moderate reform z and that they were not 
to be diſcouraged by their defeat in the Houſe of Commong, 


naturally explained; he told you, that the meaning 


| was very 

was; that though the Houſe of Commous had not granted them 
their defire, they hoped, that, by perſeverance, it would be- 
come a popular cauſe, mENE;the Boyle would not then cs: 
fuſe ta grant them their wiſh. 

No, Gentlemen, there is agother point of riem in which 1 
will condder this defis. 

- Gentlemen, you will attend to the et in the Hand 
Bill, attend to what is there ſtated; there is no one thing aver- 
red, or infinuated in the Hand Bill, I will venture to ſay, that 
has not been tated by every ſet of reformers whatever; thoſe 
who are beſt known ta have no wiſh but for a moderate and a 


rational reform, and thoſe who have been moſt exemplary for 


their moderation; and the legality of their conduct: The dil. 
ferent grievances. alluded to here, are ſhort and pithy to be 
ſure; but every one of thoſe grievances have been flated again 
and again, and have been commented upon at length, and in 
. language no leſs exceptionable than this. It proves this, that 
thoſe people had no other notions in their heads, they had no 
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| ker was the author of it? Is the Public Proſecutor to be allo 


there is no dangerous principle contained in it, 10 bhoſtile prin- 
ciple to the government, the, evidence muſt- irreſiliibly- ſeive 


your minds,” that this was a paper, a ſlated to vn by ons e 


ul ofthe witneſs, clnttd or s ther rag ahi 0-0 70 
uin a moderate and a rational reform. n 
Now, Gentlemen, having ſaid ſo much ooo the general tex. 
px ofthe yes; and upon the criminality of the writer, and 
the publiſher of jt, be he whom he will, let 296 len your . 5 
tention neuf to the hand that my client bad in it. * | 
Gentlemen, I am ſure you muſt be ſatiefied, ces whhaterine 
hand Mr. Palmer had, either in printing or publiſhing this 
Hand Bill, that he certainly wat not the author of it. Mr. 
Burnett tald you, Gentlemen, that, notwithſtanding Meulma- 
ker's ſtory, CO CIT 
it was by no means probable that Mealmaker hed been 
writer of this Hand Bill; but is it not probable that Mealing- 


ed to contradict his own evidence, and that confirmed in ma 

circumſtances? It is impoſſible, you muſt certainly take it as 1 

fat, that however extraqrdinary you may think it for u c- 
mon weaver to write ſuch a publication, be was the original au- 
thor of it; and what is more, Gentlemen, you bave it fully in 
evidence; that he was the original author of a paper which was 
afterwards altered into this; he was the author of it in much 
ſtronger language than it now appears, The witneſſes have 


been unanimous in telling you, in the fr place, that Mr. Pal. 


mer condemned the publication z that he did not want 'that 
there ſhould be any; that it might bring them into trouble, 
might bring them under the notice of the Public Proſecutor; 
and that Mr. PalmeP endeavoured to ſoften the expreſſions z and 
the ſtruggle he made at the general meeting, after the paper 
had gone through the committee, the ſtruggle that he made to 
ſoften the expreſſions ; and it is rather invidious to ſay, that in 
foftening the language, he meant merely to avoid a proſecutioiie 
In it not much fairer, and much mare candid to ſay and believe, 
8 0 © 1 ne 


. nib Ws WE 

es than have been pointed out by the melt moderate |. © 
and conflitutional reformers. --Gentlewen, if this) ie tre, "if 
nothing in this. Hand Bill but topics of this kind appear, t 


_ [times he was of opinion, that it was an inexpedient thing, and 


; TTY 


. nds wot in wag 40 molar 
_heexprefſions; and Mr. Palmer might think there was 
_ Hillegal'in the publication of this Hand Bill, while at the ſame 


did; not ſuit the purpoſes of this ſociety ; and be ſeems to have 
-wilhed'to have moderated the expreſſions in the Hand Bill; be. 
«cauſe be did not with to inflame the minds of the people to top 
-great a 4 n the ſame time, that Mr. Palmer is proved 
not to have Wee e e mode 


legal. * * 
7 89 dare . 


Lung now) ufter having ſhewn you that Mr. Palmer was not the 


author, that he endeavoured to ſoften the thing as much as po. 
 *Gblejthatthe wiſhed to avoid the publication altogether, and 
that he actually ſuceeeded in making ſeveral of the exprefiions 
foſter, you will attend to the character of Mr. Palmer. I am 
| ſorry co take notice of it in this view, but I think it a material 

[circumſtance in his defence, and therefore I muſt be excuſed. 
Gentlemen, Mr. Palmer is a perſon of ideas ſo original upon 
moſt ſubjects, and particularly upon one ſubje& that is very im- | 
portant to us all, our religion; he is of ſo peculiar away of 

thinking; thut though, upon this occaſion, he had gone to a great- 


er degree of extravagance than would be. juſtified in another 


man, I do ſay, that an extravagance reigus in his mind upon 
ſome ſubjects, I ſhall only read to you for this purpoſe, —] will 
dot, upon ſecond thoughts, be guilty of the indecency of read- 
ing ſome paſſages that I might touch upon in this pamphlet, in 
indication of his priuciples as a: Unitarian ; ſome of the ex- 
preſſions raiſe ideas in one's mind of the moſt uncommon kind; 
aud no one can look over the pamphlet, without ſeeing that Mr. 
Palmer is a man of a peculiar mind and diſpoſition; I' fay there 
is/a great deal more in this than you may be apt to ſuppoſe it 
is impoſſible to conſider Mr. Palmer as a rational man, with 
common ideas in his head; I therefore ſayy that this is a moſt 
material circumſtance to be conſidered in deciding upon the 
caſe.” It is no wonder that Mr. Palmer ſhould be guiliy of a 
piece of extravagance upon one ſubject, when it is proved, by 
the writing I have in my hand, that he has been guilty of the 


| poſt frnnicaſurable exzravagunce upon another ſulject. 


_ queſtion you ate now to try is of ſerious and of greatimpogtance: | 
In this cas, Gentlemen, two ſeparate queſtions dcenr for your 6 


L n Þ 


3 Lan extremely ſorry ta have detaiged yen ſo 


May God almighty lead yeueto give ſuch a verdict ay 
ee en to your counts 


ene Zalbbg +; ib won 10 201¹ al and} 
{Gentlemen of the Jury =—It is ad:wittod a6 all hands, this the 


_ conſideration,—The ff is, Wherher the writing libelled on be 


of a ſeditious tendency, or perfeQly innocent ? for, if you. think 


| that it is altogerber innocent, then there is no occafion to en- 


quire; who was the author of it? whe the publiſher of: it ? os 


by whom it wax cireulated ? That therefore is the firſt queſtiog 


| ——— 


for your conſiche ration. Gentlemen, f in judging of, relevancy 
the Court had occaſion to give their opinion upon that queſtion, 


The decided opinion of the Court was, that the uxitiag libeled 
on is of a ſeditious tendency : but, Gentlemen, neither that judg· 
ment. nor that opinion, is binding upon you; and I am happy 
to think, and happy to ſay, that ehat is. the caſe ;; for it it nt only | 


your 'right and your privilege, but it it your indiſpenfible duty. ts 


| 2 form your own unbiafſed judgment upon that TR: "97 
| ond be, or be not, a ſeditious auriting.. 


Gentlemen, you bave been told at great e that it. is 


not a ſeditjous writing z becauſe in this free country it is the 
right of every man to canyaſs the public meaſures of miniſters, 
and the meaſures: of the public. Gentlemen, I agree that ſuch | 

is the'right of every man in this free country; and I am bappy # 

to think that that is the caſe : but, Gentlemen, no. man is, en 
titled, - under the pretext of canvaſſing the meaſures of govern- - 


ent, to commit a crime z and the queſtion for your, c 
tion is, Whether a crime haz or has not been committed ? In 
this caſe it will be for you to conſider, whether it can be called 


a fair and a legal diſcuſſion of the meaſures of government to tell 
the people of this country, that the portion of liberty which they 


once enjoyed is faſt ſetting, we fear, in the darkneſs. of deſpotiſm 


and tyranny. - I ſay, Gentlemen, it will be for you to conſider, £ 
whether that can be called a fair, and à legal diſcuſſion'of the 


meaſures of government. In like manner, you will conſidex, 


wy: 937% oha, 17% Roy font 27 Wt; 407 Belas 
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We 
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rd et ue, if you yrovent it not by your nell aimed el. 
bet, —wbbiber that cen be confdered as/fuch x <xovaſſing 


entitled to. In like manner, you will conſider, whether telling 
them * Is not every new day adding » cer lab ts bn chains? 
1 td ib endcutive branch daily feiring bew, unprecedented, 
© -a6d/vayrartamable powers ? has bot the Houſe of Commons 
* {your only ſoutity from dhe evils. of tyranny.and. ariftocracy) 
Jed ke coalition agkinſt you.?- 18 is for you to-weigh, for 
you to forth your own judgment, whether theſe expreſſions, arid 


_—  miny Bailer enpreſſions that you wild find in- this writing, und 


which Twin set detain you'with running over; it is for you to 
conlider, whether that is ſoch n ſair diſcuſſto of the meaſures of 
goverument, or of the conduct of ee, ant any: 1 1 
of this eos i. entitled te 1 

Sentlemen, ve are: alſo i l 4 Tl is b fair and 


proper objeR. 1t'mny be 0 But the queſtion for you to con · 


Eder is, How far 'ſuch' a writing as this can be confidered as 
tefiding to obtain ſuch 6 reform, or a5 tending, in the terms of 
he libel, to excite a ſpirit: of ſedition in this-country ?— We 
heave done our duty, and are determined to keep our poſts, 
* ever ready to aſſert our juſt rights and privileges 4s men, the 
* chief of which we account the right of univerſal ſuffrage, in 


eee ee cha Comma Wah oor * 


„ Hament,'- - 


Geatkemmen, the right of Pine r wich | 


tha fabjefts of this country ne ver enjoyed; and were they to 


enjoy it, they would e eee +ckg a free con- 


Atzen. You vill therefore confider, whether telling the 
people that they have à juſt right to what would unqueſtionably 
be taritartivunt to = total ſubverſion of this conſtitution, is ſuch 


© wiki n225y perſon ie ndiied. ns compete, 40 permit, and to 
publiſh.” 


{og Gentlemen, it was faid, e In ores 8 miftaks'to fappole that 
the Freedom of the | Preſs conſiſted only in being free from a 
licenſer. "You are told, that that was altogether a miſtake ; 
decauſe that, in this country, men are entitled to canvaſs the 


nexſiires of government: but I muſt again repeat, that, upon 


r 


of the menue of government us any ſubjr of this country'is | 
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hoogh every man is entitled to convaſs the meaſures of goyert- | 
ment, if be commits a exime, he muſt be brought to puniſhment 


for it, if brought to trial ; and therefore every mau muſt neces 


farily write and print, 01 publiſh at his own riſk. And 


' hone lays, that the beſt and truefl ſecurity of the Liberty of the | 


Prefs, 3 is the right of bringiag perſous to trial by « jury of their 
country for ſeditious, treaſonable, or ſlanderous expreflions, The 


Liberty 0 of the Prefs, I muff repeat, bas, In my humble appre= 
benfion, been moſt improperly introduced into this cauſe; be 
tauſe it has no connection with the queſtion you are to try, 
The fingle queſtion. is, Whether this be a ſeditious writing of 
not.? and if it be, Whether the Fannel has been guilty of writ- 18 
lng and printing, and publiſhing that libel? | 
Gentlemen, I ſhall leave this part of the caſe to your on 
unbiaſſed judgment ;—you will conſider the Whole of the 


dence you will judge of the whole ſcope and tendency of 


and upon that ybu will form your opinion, whether it is ah a 
nocent publication, ot whether it was not a publication tending | 
to raiſe a ſpirit of diſcontent in this country ? Wes 
There were ſome circumſtances mentioned upon the purt of 

the Pannel which ftruck me ; 1 do not know how they may af. _ 
fet your minds, which ftruck me rather as aggtavations, and 
tather tending to evince that this writing in of a ſeditlous tefi« 
dency.—It was mentioned, that it was publilhed in the month 
of July laſt, after the French Revolution ; after the progreſs of 
that Revolution bad agitated the public whit j aſter crimes com. 

mitted, unheard-of crimes, unexampled in the Hiſtory of na- 

tions; Ker the miſery produced by that Revolution had, as we 
are told, agitated the. public mind in this country; after the 
writings of Paine had been diſſeminated with the moſt unremit- 


ting afliduity ; after they bad poiſoned the minds of the lower 


order of people by it ; and. after an alarm had been univerſally 
ſpread in this country :—That was the ſeaſon when this | 
made its appearance —ſo far you will conſider j but as far ds 
ran judge, t theſe circumſtances rather in my mind ſeem fill für. . 
ther to evince the evil tendency of this paper 9 

- Gentlenten, as fuel theſe oblerrtions e 


t . 


with you to conſult your own underſtandings, and to ſay, whe. 
ther this writing can be conkaereg: as 1 or a | riſing of 

N A Teditions tendency. © © 

+ The ſecond. queſtion is, Whether the Panel be guilty of 


72 printing, publiſhing, and circulating that writing ?— 
entlemen, the libel ſtates, that the Pannel © has been 


4 guilty of writing, or cauſing to write,” &c. [See Indifiment.] 
Ii therefore, upon conlidering the evidence, you ſhould be of 
A either that this writing was printed, or cauſed to be 
printed by the Pannel, or that he was art and part in publiſhing, 
or. cauſing to be publiſhed; if yon think he was guilty of doing 
it entire or that he was art and part in the publication, in that 
caſe you will be ere in a verdict finding him guilty,” On 
Wo other hand, if, upon eonſidering the evidence, you ſhould be 
'of opinion, that he neither wrote, printed, nor publiſhed, nor 
was art nor part in ſo doing, in that caſe it is equally clear that 
ven vill pronounce a yerdi& acquitting him of the charge, — 
9 Therefore, Gentlemen, it is material to obſerve, how far the 
| © Charge is brought home to Him by the evidence, I ſhall not, 
t this late hour, and after the attention you have paid to the 
evidence, run over it again, In general, I ſhall ſtate to you 
whit appears to me to be the ſubſtance and the import of it.— 
With regard to the writing of this paper, the evidence amounts 
to this, That Mealmaker drew the firſt draft, or ſcroll of i it, 
which he produced at the meeting of this ſociety ; that he gave 
it to the Punnel to reviſe ; that the Pannel carried it with him; 
and that it was again produced at another meeting afterwards 
and that additions were made to it, which the witneſs ſweirs he 
believes were made by Mr. Palmer. In this he is corroborated 
various other witneſſes, and, above all, by James Ellis, the 
and the viſitor of Mr. Palmer, who ſwore heal to 
the manner in which the writing was adviſed by Mr Palmer, 
correed by him, and additions made to it, It was Rated, in 
alleviation, that he was at pains at theſe meetings to ſoften the 
Mons. Ellis gives a very particular account of that which 
nal mari your attention ; He fays, Mr. Palmer propofed to 
ſoften the expreſſions, although he told the meeting that, in his 
opinion, they were as true as the Goſpel, and in his mind inno- 


| cent, but that they might be taken holden of by people in 
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gomer, wk 5 that . be deſired that the expreſſions mould | 
be ſoftened. Gentlemen, various other witnefſes mention the 
ſame thing, I ſay, that be propoſed, for the ſake of laving 5 
expence;. that it ſhould be printed in a newſpaper: and there is 
Another fact, that Mr. Palmer actually received from the ſecre- 
tary to. the ſociety the payment of the expence *. Printipg. : 
You have alſo. the letter to Morrin. Lou have Morriy ſwegr- 
ing to their being printed, and about goo. of them tranſmitted 
to Mr, Palmer, You, vill be to conſider, whether that does 
not amount to 2 complete proof of the printing and publiſhing. | 
The only remaining queſtion is the publiſbing; and upon that 
1Jou have the, evidence. of the bookſellers. Their names, are 
and Miller, who ſwear, that Mr. Palmer gave each of 
em a parcel of papetz, which they diſtributed, © This is con- 
firmed by Smiton, who received a letter from him, and a 77 | 
of papers. 1 have herd no ohjection to the validity 0 theſe 
vitneſſes. You will coalider how far they are to be believed. 4 
| Gentlemen, With theſe ohſervations I leave this caſe vith e 
508. There is only c one further circumſtance that I Hall men- £ 
tion. Much has been {aig of be purity of the intention of the | 
Heiety z,.it- f is ſaid, they had nothing i in view but moderate re- 


form. But, Gentlemen, you will eonfider, | how far that 1s con- | 
filent either with the tenor of the addreſs itſelf or with what _ 


is ſworn. to by. Mealmaker, who drew the Erft drift of it, and = 
who years expreſsly at that time he had not in his contempla- - 
tion 3 ſecond ipetition, and what was afterwards to be done 
would have depended upon circumſtances. - I much; fear, that 


here Mealmaker is telling the truth, that bow they proceeded 
would depend upon circumſtances and that, had it net been for | 
the pains that eee 9 r 


9: 8 ? . Y P 8 g 
ik . N Nl * * J 5 1 
abe, 1 ſhall detain vou no longer, IL leave this caſe = 
I not doubting but you will return a verdict, upon that 1 
fair opinion which you will form in your unbiaſſed judgment. 
Tou will return your verdict N at two o'clock 
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„ 4 Perth, the 1216 uu of September 1793. 
| W ne having incloſed, they made 
choice of James Calderwood Durbam to be their Chantellor, 
' and Andrew White to be their Clerk; and having confidered 
the criminal libel, raiſed and purſued at the inſtance of his Ma- 
jelty's STS! for big Majeſty's intereft, againſt Thoma: 
'yſhe Palmer, cler , ſome time reliding in Dundee, and 
nana heel Vnitarian Miniſter,” preſent priſoner in the 
tolbooth of Perth, Pannel; and having heard the interlocutot 
pee ele pronounced ee by the Court, evidenge ad. 

7 5 l the libel, and evidence atiduced in exculpa- 
Se of the Peanel ; they all, in obe voice, Find the Addreſ 


in the libel to be « Seditious Writing, tending to 
iolame the- minds of che people; Find, that che parinel was 
ut apd part guilty in writing the ſaid Addreſs, and that be is 
ty of cauſing the ſaid Addreſy to be printed; and chat he is 
3 of Abe, and czußing to 5 diſtributed, the faid 

| tous and inflammatory wr witnefs whereof, their 
faid Chancellor and Clerk ne, IP theſe . preſerits, in 

DIE, their e tment, place and date as above. 
* bk rs he Ja. C. Donna, Chancellor,” 
PNG MEAS) Ep po Suge ; 


5985 ec 02. eee , d eee 
24 Lord Eaxoxovs. | | 5 9d bi y 
een e ele ep, MDs ay iraportant 
- trui{-tith the greateſt attention : You have returned. 8 yerdif 
clear and necuraje ; 22 you ard eee, Jour. 1. 

tendatice. fp] gt 
"It only rewains, gt as conclubon ofthis tru, to 8s owe duty, 
Inv reſpe&of the putiſhtnent to, be iaſlſcted upon this gentleman 
"8s the bar, who fands convicted by his country. Your Lord- 
hir wal have the goodneſs F 
went oughr ag inſidtedd. 3 

; Lord Azzzxcronnre, 
My Lord,—After a fair and an jmportant e i in „ which 


r the Pannel at the bar, 


| proſeat jpſtance. it is zecompanied with ojncumſtanors,o 


Lud, by the, virtuous exertions of the country, by men. « 


| that ſpirit us, in a great. meſure, 


EE nl 


be 425i egnxited, by the unanimous nh ary of bis. 


country, of u crime the moſt heinous, ang of it dangerous 
nature And jt is with peculiar reluctanee thay an conftrain- 
ed to 2 wang that, deep apd heingus 3s hs ns Jn the the 


vggr25%tion. My Lord, in the cf place, I gonſiger_t 


fence, as your, Lordibip kno, every perſon now. preſen 
yith what induſtry, with what yncommen. aſſiduity,, a 1 


A diſcontent, of groundleſs diſcontent, and of edition, was Wn: 


ed to be gacited in this country not many months ago, 


rank and every deſcription, all _ in. * yoice | 
phy and attachment to the count wrt! doh is; SPP: 


My Lord, —In the month of July lat this R was e 


joying peace and tranquillity—the alarm had ceaſed ;, and it 3 
impoſſible for me not to feel, and feeli ag it, not to expreſs, 


the object of the Pannel in compoſing, in printin „in 1 

this Hand Bill, as it is called, was to excite | ut fpjrit which 

had. awakened ſa yell-grounded an alarm i in this Country. . 
Mx Lord, there is another circumſtance which I aufder m1 


po 


aggravation of the crime ; and that is the ſituation, and "he 
bande of jhe Poser My Lord, he is 2 clergyman, hes 
peculiar duty and whoſe province it is, to _inftrut citizens in 
their duty to God and to man, and not to attempt to excite 


v2 55% 00s their minds of a moſt dangerous nature, —My 


Lord. it affords matter of much melancholy refleQion to ſee a 


man of his ſtation—of his appearance—of his knowled —of his 
bimſelf, making himſelf a e of the 


Society of the Friends of Liberty, as they call themſelves in the 
| ton of Pundee, of g club of ſuch men, as we. ſaw yeſterday 


were the preſident and ſecretary to ſee Mr. Palmer a member 


| of that ſociety, telling them, in expreſs terms, that every word 


in that; addreſs, was as true as the goſpel may, to tell them fo, 
when. that addreſs contained expreſſions which, he biwſelf was 


at pains to proye, were ſtronger than even thoſe infamous ex- 


preſſious which. it now contains. My Lord, is it to be 12 2 
ed that the minds of the loner order of men, ſich e ve fa 


3 


hben this crime was committed a6 an 3 of the 


* 


1 


1 


1 
* 


mer would have been to have auſivered for the blood 


1 
| phe g: when we ſee perfors of Mr, Pal | 
Hua and poſſeſſed of his talents, deſcending to ſuch 


arts To Tee ſuch a man'taking from theſe weavers the fruit o 
| their honeſt induſtry, which ought to have heen applied in ſup- 


porting themſelves and families, on the purpoſe of defraying 1. | 
pence of printing ſuch u paper? f paper, which a Jury of this 
country have properly denominated a ſeditions writing, te | 
te inflawe the minds of their fellow-citizens, "to excite them to 
tumalk!— Abd here obſerve, that, unfortunate us Mr; Palmer 
, de , 1 one cireumſtance;' a Waden man'; that this writ - 
i aul che an bis arts, add an his „d not excite theſe 
deluded men to go on any further; for, if this addreſs of bis, 
calculated tb ropſe them from their lethargy,” büd it produced ; 
' the Mighteſt infurre&ion,' Had it produced "the ſlighteſt tumulit, 

tending to attain the objekte of this addreſs, then, he would | 


kave been involved in the guilt of high treaſon, "and Mr. Pal- | 
of — 
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Lag nk meh.” | wh 
Lord, "were T bot not unwilling; to load the unhappy” man i 


| Vie "A; 1 might add, that even the nature of the defence ſet 


by him Jener) is an aggravation of the crime charged 

; for your Lord(hip knows, that that 'deffnce' war reſted, 
= 0s refied upon a bold and 4 confident vindication, which 
he ſet up in the face of his country, of that very” writing, and ö 
of chole very 1 | meaſures which he had pürſued. My Lord, we 
were t told that, by the law of this countty, every ſubje&t bars. 
very citizen Was entitled, under the pretence of canvaſſing the 
meaſures of government and the conduct of miniſters, to pub- 
liſh, to circulate, and to paſte upon the walls of every town in | 
the country, feditious writings My Lord, if this were to be the 
caſe, no crime could be committed, and no puniſhment inflicted. 


My Lord, 1 am voilling to detain your Lordſhip longer, or 
bd the unhappy man at the bar.—I ſhall therefore conclude 


Vith humbly ſoliciting the mildeſt puniſhment which, undef all 
the circumſtances of this caſe, appears to be with propriety in- 


flicted.— Aud, my Lord, that is, that the Parinel at- the bar, 
Thomas Fyſhe Palmer, ſhall be tranſpagted for the term of ſe- 
ven years, to he computed from this day, in the terms and un- 


hs ramen 
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verdict mill call upon us to pronounce this ſentence that your - 
Lordſhip has ſuggeſted, whatever may be * * * I ſhall ay no- 
7 e eee eee 
becauſe, I think, within the bounds of that indictment, or with- 


in the bounds of that verdict, o os os call upon your Lordſhip, 1 


and myſelf, indiſpenſibly, to pronounce ſuch a ſentence as your 

Lordſhip has ſuggeſted, I lament, particolarly. that it ſhould _ 
| have been thought neceſſary, for his defence, to have advance! 
dotrines which were heard with aſtoniſhment, and which I con- 
fder with deteſlation; I mean that doctrine to which your Lord- 
ſhip laſt alluded. We live in a country, where we are told that 
every man is at liberty, under the pretence of cenſuring the mil- 
management of miniſters, to paſte up and circuleate that which 
tends to inſlome the people, and to excite them to inſurreflion and 
rebellion, r | 
2 * * © -#'- * 
although the conſequences can be merely in6gnificant to the 
world at large, yet where a falſe attack is made upon the King, 
the Parliament, the Miniſters,—a falſe attack, an attack charg- 

ing them with falſchoods, with having committed crimes they 

never committed; ſtill the law of this country is ſo, * ®.*. 
chat it can be done with impunity. This is a Gries entirely . 
new to me it is not proved by the circumſtance of many ſuch ' 
inſtances haying paſſed unnoticed, but it- is- neceſſary for the | 
peace of this country that that doQrine mult be declared. to be 
falſe. My Lord, with regard to the puniſhment, I always ſhyd- 
der when a puniſhment of this nature is incumbent upon us to 
pronounce againſt a perſon, ſuch as the Pannel at the bar. But, 
my Lord, we can make no diſtinction of perſons, and if there - 
was room for diſtinction, I hold that the more dignified the ſi- 
tuation of the offender, the greater is his crime, and the greater 
ought to be his puniſhment ; it is but little ſhort of going the 
length that your Lordſhip has pointed out, which might have 
called upon us, in certain circumſtances, to have pronounced the 
ſentence of death. The puniſhment your Lordſhip has ſuggeſt- 


1 the moſt HA of; 8 5 Oy 
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Ws ſited by proden b u. e Mat ar 
is country 3 a ſentence of the {ame fort, for a greater period of 
rr was pronounced: But what is neceffary for us to conlider 


u the confequetices of this ſentenet thut we ſhall award: Yo! 
| Lordtip, from a ſpirit of leuſty abd 9 5 to this unforty- 
nate gentle, “ iu the e eyes 
of the world, Su I tegard not My "my but how tar 
7 yeeontits it to the fudge of my conſtlence, to fend a ſeditious 
incendiary ft u the country of Scotland to the country of Eng- 
land, 10 propagate the fume miſchie#ou? principles. Could any 
man think of ſenditg an incendiaty into His own houſe, with 2 
- torch in his hand to ſet fire to it, then would he do juſtly to in- 
531 57 bind {ato the houſe of His father of his brother ? Such 4 


| ſentence my  conſcienee could not ſubmit to; therefore, to Ba: 
bill him, dot only from Scotland, but from the Britiſh domi- 


nions, otherwiſe than tranſportation to parts beyond the ſeas, 


would be entering tore i into this offerice than the charge againf 
kim df ſedition, and the verdi& of his country found againſt bim 
for printing, publiſhing, and circulating this ſeditious paper. 1 
could not reconcile it to my mind, to my conſcience, and to the 
public,” any other ſentence tha that which would remove this 


gentlenian from thut land. where, in place of propagating the goſpel 
of pence, he has endeavoured to raiſe up the evil ſpirit of dil. 
ballen among iis, and by fending him to foreign parte beyond 
the ſeas, we mal be taking as much care of out neighbours as 
of outlet, The time is ſhorter than 455 £25. aps e en 


this gentlewan would have found the ways, und adopted the 


| priiciples and practices more conſiſlent with the honourable pro- 
feffion in which be is. At the lame time, it is to be hoped, that 
| fn a much lefs time, all ſpirit of difſenfion among ourſelves will 
be at an end, and the whole body of the people will, by that 
time, bave happily united in thanking God for the true liberty 
they poſſeſs, and the happineſs wy enjoy under the happy con- 
* of this country. 

1 Lords, may I be permitted pal. a few 


words ? 
Lord Exxoxove—Yes, Mr. Palmer, you * ſpeak. _ 
Mr. Patuts,—My Lords, I can appeal, with conſcious 1 
* to ihe * ſearcher of bats forthe goo! Mei 
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* of OT My nian been 
employed in the diſſemination of what I conceived:to be religi⸗ 
tions and moral truths, truths which 1 ſuppoſed-to be of cho 
greateſt importance to mankind. My friends know with what 
ardout'T have done this, at the total ſacrifice of all my worldly | 


mould wiſh. to be done to themſelves, our petitions would have 
been anſwered, gud every grievance redreſſed., I truſt, that wy 
politics is the cauſe of common juſtice, the eauſe of benevolence 


wd of human happineſs, It was under the inflyence, | proteſt, 


of theſe conliderations, | that I was led to enter mylelt into the 


Society of the Friends of the People, I thouglit, my Lords, that . 
a Parliamentary Reform wopld enhance the happineſs of millions, 


and eſtabliſh the ſecurity of the empire. For theſe reaſsos it is, 
and with theſe views only, as God is wy Judge, that 1 on; 


the ſociety of low wegvery and mechanics, 28 you. called them, 


the Bereap Meeting · houſe at Dundee; and for theſe — 4 
200, to gain theſe ends, that I afſented to the, publication of this 
Hand Bill ; for, the declaration, anch the teſt of the ſociety, and 
all their endeavourt, as far as I have been ble to learn, . 
ſolely confined to that one object of Parliamentary Nee nd a 


more equal repreſentation of the people. 


It is not, my Lords, the firſt time that I have ſured in en 
deavouring to benefit others; for this I have borne ſhame, odiui 


reproach, ard a great diminution of fortune. 1 hope and raft,” 
chat it is my utmoſt ambition, and all who know, me will 


agree with me, that it has been the tenor of my life to enden. 


your to add, if poſſible, to the lum of human happineſs. And, 
my Lords, if I ſhould be called again to the like, or wore ſe. 


dere trials ; if [ſhould be called again to ſuffer, in what I can - 
not but think the cauſe 'of men in general, the cauſe, of human 
happineſs; I truſt, that 1 ſhall be able to bear wy Ferings, not 


intereſts; but, during the late great political-diſcuſſions that have | 
taken place, it was entirely, naturally impoſſible, in a man of my 
ſanguine diſpoſition, to remain an unconcerned byſtander. 1 
felt as all around me felt; I caught the general influence; 1 
thought, too, that I perceived that politics were u great branch 
of morals, if they did not compriſe the whole of our duty to our 
nejghbourz for, my Lords, would but our'ſuperiors,; would but 
ail the world do to one another what they, in like circumſtances, 
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; ada kts 
nr wholly loſt: but will, by 


the bleſſivg of that greit Being whom I ſerve, be dend eff. 
 cncious to the good of my fellow creatures, . 
Lord Exenoen. It is uſual, ik all , e pong bodensee 
for the Court to give ſome advice to the perſon upon u bom ſen - 
tence is paſſed. I only with that you. yourſelf may view it in the 
proper light that, I chiok, will be your own felicity, the correc- 
ting of any errors you may have fallen into, and that all here 
may take example from it, (which is the great end of puniſh- 
ment.) and avoid tlioſe dangerous courſes, dangerous to ſociety, 
dangerous to themſelves, which have brought you into the un- 
. WES pe9-we fend. You "loop the 
. 1565 kt; 
l |" The Clerk then ted the following | - 
nnd Te 


K Lords Eikgrove and Abererombie -In reſpect of the 


* Verqict, they, in terms of an act of Parliament, paſſed 
* the 25th year of his Majeſty's reigo, intituled, An a for 
* the more effectual tranſportation of felons, and other offenders, 


in that. part of Great Britain called - Scotland ; ordered and 


judged, and bereby order and adjudge, That the ſaid Thomas 
yſhe Palmer be tranſported beyond the Seas, to ſuch place ay 
bi Majefly, with the advice of his Privy, Council, 
IN. and that for and during the ſpace of Seven Nor! 

and after this date; with certification-to him, that If, aſter 
being ſo tranſported, he ſhall retury to, and be found at large, 


_ within any part of Great Britain, without ſome lawful cauſe, 
during the ſpace of ſeven years, being thereof lawfully convifted, 


he ſhall ſuffer death, as in caſes of felovy, without beveßt of 
 Uergy, by the law of England ; for which this mall be a fuffi- 
w_ warrant to all concerned. And further decerned and ad- 

ed, and hereby decern and adjudge, the ſaid Thomas Tyte 


to be carried from the bar back to the Tolbooth of Perth, 
herein to remain till an opportunity offers of tranſporting him 


in manner above mentioned; requiring hereby the magiſtrates 


of Perth, PWW 
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declare 
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dio of Parliament, any motion. coming from that fide of the _ 
Houſe, on which he bad ibe honour to fit, ud matter how con- 


Sediziqus, ,FaQtious, end Inflsmmatory Such had been, ndiſ 
rriminnely, applied to every motion brought forward by he 
GentJemen with whom be had-rhe bopour and bappineſs of ing 
In the preſent caſe he did not ſuppoſe that tecourſe would. be hd 
tothe ſtale aſſertion, that he and bis friends were the advocates 
of France, becauſe they oppoſed the moſt. unconſtitutional mes- 
lune that ever threatened the liberties of a free cowntry, He ſpohs 
u the Advocate of Engliſhmeu, and ſupported thoſe vocient p,. 
judices Abd jealouſies, which, time out of mind; they bave mas 
hifeſted with reſpect to a fapding ariny. What could be aqueſ: | 
tion of greater import or magtiitude than to ſee a large army raiſe 
i in the heart of the country, and barracks. erefted, to ſeleg 
pad {ſeparate the Soldiery from the great maſs af the People? Az 
FTC 
held of argument, however copious or fertile the ſubject. On 

the ſubject of Randing armies it would be {till more ſuperfluous, 
. ora 


Litutignsl; be bad un deubt ould be met with the. epithets of 


[ 


£” 


. 164 E 


5 CCC ͤ ²˙U1 DE EEE * 
8 no country, which ſuffered a large N , n 
| nd phe No man, however great a ſoeptic 
| hae raſhheſs or folly to this doQrise, 
k bel ory loft 5h liberties, but by an bandhti. The 
fame army that elected Cromwell Lord Protector, afterwards pla- 
ae Brod ws the throne: there was no reliance to 
be placed on the Military the moment they got the. upper hand 
ol the people. The Military had been always, and ever ſhould 
be watched with a moſt jealous eye. Impreſſed with the impo- 
nauey of encouraging 4, Htsuding military force, it was tipplated, 
in the Bill of Rights, that no army ſhould be raiſed without the 
conſent of Parliament, for, if once that was not the caſe, Parlia- 
| ment ſhould hut up dhe doors of the Hquſe. Dias the preſear 
' reign, the ſtanding Army had been much the ſame ; but ſince 
the reign of Open Anne, it hadraugmented to the number. of 
18,0025, a number by much tod large. He reminded-the Houſe, 
| that if they did pov agree to bis Motion, that u great augmenta- 
1 tion was meditated in the Peace Eſtabliſhment. He had ſeen, he 
dad, letter from the Beeretsty ut War te the Gentlemen up- 
;, pointed to-raiſe Independent Companies. The letter was of great 
. pablicity, and 'declated; though the War did not proceed, the 
| Captains were to proceed in raifing the conplenient of men re- 
"quired. To moot theit conduct Mihiſters ſay, we have no 
5 _ vaſe for apprehenſion in the Militaty, we may place the \moſt 
a implicit fach in the Officers, © It Would be invidious to fay, that 
be would not truſt the officers, but the nature of the Service ren - 
ee hem obedient to the Crown, they looked vp to the Oro 
for promotioti, and therefore ab an augmeutation of the Army 
EGS to the prerogative of the Crown, in 4 conſtitutional 
e e ee accept of the confidence,” whicl it is 
. faid ought to be placed in military gentlemen, us a' ſufficient apo- | 
.;logy for the conduct of his Majeſty's Miniſters. That the pre- _ 
" cogntives of the Crown were not nugmented by an augmentation 
Wo Bon did not admit of debate, for we have recent inflan- 
bes where officers have been ſtruck out of the liſt of the army, 
© Withiout ever being called to a Court Martial, merely bechuſ it 
© was /uppoſed that they held opinions inmical to adminiſtration. 
* It whuld; he had he doubt, be argued on the oppoſite fide;” that 
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was next brought forward he would make ſome objeRions, which 
he defied the Houſe in its candour to reſiſt. Beſore he ſubmit- 
ted his motion to the Houſe, he would tate the grounds on which 
he proceeded. The Army Eſtimates; and ite augmentation, 
vere generally voted in a thin Houſe, and no ſatisfactory reaſon 
was ſcarcely ever given for the meaſure. Why was a ſtanding» 
army admitted in a free country? merely becauſe there was' a 
connection ſubſiſted between the ſoldier and the citizen, that ren- 
dered it impoſble for the military to carry into eſſect ane m- 
"ſore repugnant. to the Conſtitution, or the Liberties of the Coun - 
try. Blackſtone bore him out in this aſſertion, which was ſtrengih · 
| "enced by the arguments of Mr. Pelham, Mr. Pultney, and other 
great men and eminent Politicians, -- Mr. Hurdy, in 1948, ar- 
guing againſt an augmentation: of the army, aſked the} Hoaſe, 
What would be the object if the-troops were drawn from their 
© quarters? If they were An e try 4, 19 | 
| "cans, barracks would inftantly be erected. This would 
Deſpotie Government, and that friendſhip contracted — 
"the Citizen and the Soldier, would, by their being denjed a 
© friendly intercourſe, turn into diſlike and hatred. They would, 
"this diſpoſed of, begin to look upon themſelves as maſters, and 
| # would be ready io obey all orders, though directed to uſe their 
bayonets againſt their countrymen.” Mr. Pulteney was ever 
decidedly, for theſe reaſons, allo againſt the erection of Barracks z 
and Mr. Pelham looked upon them as the greateſt terror to a 
Free nation. Theſe were ſentiments delivered by men in power 
at that time, and were ſuch ſentiments as he could wiſh to ſes 
manifeſted in the conduct of the Miniſter of the preſent day. He 
; © quoted-a peſſage from Gage. In 1739, he had alfo declared, 
That nothing could be more fatal than to have a large body of 
the Military confined to Barracks, and kept in force: ſuch a 
meaſure was the finiſhing, he declared, to the liberties of 8 free 
nation.“ The men ſhould be ever quartered on publieams; for 
Barracks were fortreſſes calculated to involve the kingdom in de- | 
+ truſtion, whence ſoldiers were always ready to ruſh at the in- 
' Rigntion of. any deſpot or enemy to their country. If ſuch a 
ſcheme was apprehended or meditated, it was the duty. of every 
Engliſhman to draw his ſword, and not to ſheath it until the au- 
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| thors were ponibed. There may be now-fangted doftrines' of” , 
_— to theſe argaments'; but what he had ſteted were ſirictly 1 
accotdant to the wholeſome rules of the conftitution. He was 3- 
|  ware'that one apalogy would be made; that i was u great hard- 
hip to the ipns to have the troops billeted on them, 'becauſe that 
© they receive no more at preſont than they have done ſeveral years 
mg. Thie was a matter 'eafily-obviated ; for: let the dragecnt 
pay the ſume us others, and in this there would be 4 faving to the 
Nation, as would render the erection of Barracks unneceffery. 
It would be. alſo faid, thet troape were better diſciplined when 
„ e has wheh billavesd os the public; us to their 4if- 
cipline it was s matter of - little--concetn, if they were not diſ. 
ciplived agaibft/the Conſtitution,” Barracks have ever been e- 
refted in free countries'to overaws the people, ane ure generals 
ir fortreſſes from whegce Military ſally forth to Rifle the murmure 
of the public. He declared, that he believed in his conſcience; 
the ouly objeft' for ereQting barracks was, te create a diſunion 
between the military and the people. The preſent Miniſter had 
been called » glorious, an immaculate, and + Conſtitutional Mi-. 
niſter. He fincetely wiſhed that the Friend of the Conſtitution 
ſhould be tried like the friends of religion ; not by their words, 
but by” their deeds. It has been ſaid. by a'Gentlemas, whom he 
| hoped to ſee ſupport him this night, (Mr Burke) thet the “ In- 
- fluence of the Crown had increaſed; was increaſing, and ought 
to be diminiſhed,” If any thing had fince-that period been par- 
- ed off the influence of the crown, Mr, Pitt, he faid, had taken 
dare to fill up the chaſm, by the patronage of 'India, and other 
matters that rendered that influence more formidable than ever 
& has been at any former period. He was concerned to ſee fo 
many deſerting from the ſtandard of liberty to rally round the 
throne. He was not averſe to the piety of Adminiſtrution, but 
he was concetned to ſee men dead to the feelings of liberty, 
| eroud to church to hear contending Priefts debating of Divine 
Kights and paſſive obedience. Mr. Taylor concluded by mov- 
ing that the Houſe ſhould cxpreſs its abhorence of the ſy tem of 
erectiug barracks, a-ſyſtem reprobated by the ableſt political 
writers, whoſe recorded opinion was, that it was totaHly incon- 
660 
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vited all above the reſt of mankind, that they muſt look"upon M 
their ſubjeQs us on a level : they are rather apt to hate than to 
love their nobility, on account of the oecafional refiſtance to their 
will, which will be made by their virtue, their petulance, or their 
It muſt indeed be admitted, that many of the nobility | 
dre as perfectiy willing to act the part of flatterers, tale-bearers, 
paraſites, pimps, und duffoogs, as any of the loweſt and viteſt of 
mankind can poſſhbly be. But they are not properly quslißed for 
this objeR. of their ambition, The want of v regular edveation, | 
and early habirs, with ſome tucking remains of their dignity, will | 
ne vet permit them. to become a match for an Italian euduch, a 
mountebauk, a fiddler, u player, or any regular practitioner of * 
that tribe, The Rowan Emperors, almoſt from the beginning, 
threw themſelves into ſuch handsz and the miſchief increaſed e- 
very day, till its decline, and irs final ruin. It is, therefore, of 
very great importance, (provided the thing js not overdone,) ta 
| convrrive ſuch an eſtabliſhment as muſt, almoſt whether the 
prince will or not, bring into daily aud hourly offices about bis 
perſon d great mamber of his irſt oobility; und it is rather an uſe. - 
ful prejudice that gives them a pride in ſuch a ſervitude ; theugh 
they are not much the better for a court, court will be much 
the better for them, I have, therefore, not attempted to reform 
RN ATi e I Ie; i | 
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Fae Deir: eee. 


 BXCISE-LAWS. . 


. a ihe W Wa; . viverelings | 
9 compatible with the temper of « free 


n 


(168 3 


5 Forithe frands that might be committed is this bravck. 
9 the revenue, [unleſs a ſtrict watch is kept, make it - necefſary; | 
2 wherever it is eſtabliſhed, to giye the officers a power of enter- 

ing and ſearching the houſes of ſuch as deal in exciſcable com- 
| modities, at any hour of the day, and, in many caſes, of the 
night likewiſe, And the proceedings in epſe of t ſions are 
fo ſummary and ſudden, that a man may be convicted in two days 
40 time in the penalty of many thouſand pounds by two Commiſſion- 
ers or Juſtices of the Peace, to the total exeluſion of the trial by 
Jury, and diſregard of the common law, For which reaſon, tho! 
| Lord Clarendon tells us, that to bis knowledge the Earl of Bed: 
| ford (who/ was made Lord: Treaſurer by King. Charles the Firſſ. 
28 intended to have ſet up the exciſe in 
England, yet it never made a part of that unfortunate privce's 
fe venue ; being firſt introduced, on the model of the Dutch pro 
totype, by the Parliament itſelf aſter its rupture with the Crown, 
Vet ſuch was the bpinion of its general unpopularity, that when, 
in 1642, *.aſperons were caſt by malignant perſons upon the. 

* Houſe of Commons, that they intended. to. introduce. exciſes, 
4 dhe Houſe for its, vindicatiod. therein did declare, that theſe ru- 
| © mburs: were falſe and ſcandalous 3 and that their authors ſhould. 

be apprehended and brought to condign puniſhment,” How: 
ever, its orignal eſtabliſhment was in 1643, and its progreſs was, 
gradual; being at firſt laid upon thoſe perſons and commaditics, 

| where it vas ſuppoſed the hardſhip. wonld be . leaſt perceivable, 
viz. the makers and venders of beer, ale, cyder, „and, ſince, 
KS Wu Gr eee eee ee 
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Euren fr u. Fox's Speech, In te Bagft of Coin Fa. 
ruary l. 1793. N 

I any danger ee ee eee 

of French principles, would it not reſult from war ? Every bloy 

firuck would favour that propagation, and perhaps even ſucceſs 

| would not correct the operation of it. As to the principles them. 

ſelves, it was fit that the Houſe ſhould underſtand what was repro- 
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, had as" much right tb it bs be 


He-'Who had « 
thing. "owe hug FUige had ns auch power in it 


equal” 
u he who halt s palice." Theſe, therefore, were good principles, 


It ws the abuſe" of them that deſerved reprobution. He had tab 


miny cointroverfics with Mt. Bake; to with to Arn dbu Man 
| ſelf additional ſeverity of remürk, bur fill thut With" ond abt. 


prevent kim from ſaying, That the people are the ſovereigns 
in all countries. That they might amend, alter, and aboliſh the 
form of government, under which they lived, at pleaſure that 
they might caſhier their monarchs for miſcondpct.“ James the 
Second ney Eathicted.” The people elected Williain, ust 64% in 
oppolition to the rights of deſcent inherent j in James, but in op- 


poſition to the rights of his ſon and daughter. They e the” A 


Houſe of Brunſwick, nat an individual member of that family, 
bat the whole dynaſty. It was clear; therefore, that the preſent 
fimily enjoyed the throne from che {overeiguty of he people. 
Eatertajoing; therefore, thoſe apinions, he could nov.:ccefe.te 
that poſition of Mr. Burke z that though they poſſeſſed the fore- 
— —5 they did not poſſeſs it uſterwards,/ 

k; was. alveys inberent in them, aud thoſe who lived ut h Re- 


volution bad no power to ſurrender that ſovereigay Shich they! | 
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4 The what fit "that he” liduſd norige, wys the i rumour of |_| 
the treaty” with, the Houſe of Auſtria ; upon this, in addition 
to what ud 'been already vanced by his Rip ght Honourable 26; 
Friend (Ms; Dundas) he would publicly "Ds that thiye e. 
ited" 80 fuck treaty, and that the whole of the rel was ut- 
terly and ablolutely dfiituts of Foundation; bn | "he would pr 
licly” declark, that got only uo ſuch treaty exilled 'or yay ever 
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my produce: excellent effeRs; hut the exerciſe of which ¶ conte · 

to that of the: power) muſt be leſt 70 che people 
— of iet t bre bitte eee 
„ propoſed end of i- is not, 56 bm 
bas been above abſerved, to have the 
PTT 
io have what is moſt conducive to the public good os the occaſions 
wat ariſe, found out pid effubliſhed, It is not un effential requi- 
| bite in legiſlative pers wont, that #very ipdiyiduat ſhould be cal- 
led upon to deliver his opinion; and fince this expedient, which 

a at rl Sxbt appears fo natural, of ſecking ont by the advice of 

eee ga when carried into 
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46 uin precife regifations. Aj a fatther conſequence of the ar- 


Nhppitiett of iddividuiti. It is attended, befides, with this 


ts dillivered inte che has d of the people et large, the exerci 
of tlie cenſorial power. Every ſubſet in Eugland bes not, 


ti Ache this ts thoſe who nale uuukind, and which, | 
ed, brings them to « level with the reſt of the people, and firikes 


| ber, ageinſt thoſe who preſumed to write on political ſubjefts, = 
in what does then this liberty of the preſi preciſely conſiſt “ 
Is it a liberty left to every one to publiſh any thing that comes | 


4, IS 
Wfttdly frudHitts its intended purpols: it is itte, b 
* L weh i 60utt i to determine upon thoſe cues 
Which ne out of the ridch af the laws, it cannot be tied denn 


netüre of its funMohs, it caunet even be ſubjedted to any 
ebifttiuridoit heck { and it eottinually preſents is the eye the 
e et 4 poet entirely utbittury, and which is its different = 
terte y feet, it the moſt cruel manner, the peace and 
conſequence, that, by diQating. to the people 


*adftvents of men or tneautes, bt takes From: thera that 
of thinkhig which is the d6bleſt privilege, as well as the mel 
| 3 drm nerf dah nus 


we 11) thietsfots log pid it us 4 farther proof of the 


wwündtuelk of the prideiples on which the Kagtith conſtitution bs 
founded, that it has allotted tothe pigs Gas Wo preps 
of ogetly eanvifing aud urttigting the coududt of thi are 
iel with any brunch of public authority; and that, it 4. 


# right to frewent petifions to the King, or t6 the Houſes of Pat- 
Vitheit, but he has « eight alls to lay kjs complaints and obler- 
Hitioos before the public, by tears of u open preſd, A form? 


+» ” 
” * 
- 


ally diſpelling the cloud of nidjeſty by which they are ff 
&t the very being of rheir authority. 


e fuees tit ptivitige is that which bas bean obtained 
by ths Eugliſh cation with the greatell diGculty, and: lateff in 


point of titte, ut the exþeats of the executive power, , Freedax 
wi in every other reſpect already eftibliſhed, when the Englith 
were tiff, whk regird to ths public expreſſion of their ſenti- 
thents, under refitalties' that day be called deſpotic. Hiffor p 
abvatids with itiftances of the ſcverity of the court of ſiar-chang- 


1 
1 * . 


| L 
the fame lans that prote tha. ances eden e 
Pons indi do alſo protect his reputation; and they decree 
e ch the-ſame kind 
us are eftablithed in ather countries. | But, et 
they do not allow, as in other lates, that 8 man ſhould be deem. 
ed guilty of d crime for merely publiſhing ſomething in print; 
nnd they appoint a puniſhment only againſt him who has printed 
things, that are is their nature oriminal, and who is declared 


| guilty of lo doing by twelve of his equals, appointed to deter- 
mine his caſe, wich the we have before de- 
upon. er 


Abe Libeny of the Prefs, as eflablithed in Zogland, condil 
"therefore, to define it more preciſely, i in this, That neither the 
bdeourts of jullice, nor any other judges whatever, are authoriſed 
5 to take. any notice of writings intended for the preſs, but are 
/ _ {confined to thoſe which. are -aQtually printed, and muſt in theſe 
caſes procerd by the trial by jury. - 
(It is even this latter r 
conſtitutes the freedom of the preſs, If the magiſtrates, though 
confined in their proceedings to caſes of criminal publications, 
vere to be the ſole judges of the criminal nature of the things 
it might eafily happen that, with regard to a point 
which, like this. ſo highly excites the jeglouſy of the governing 
powers, they would exert themſelves with. ſo much. ſpirit and 
; verance, that they might, at length, ſucceed in completely 
| king off all the beads of the hydr. hte 
| But whether the authority of the judges beenected at the mo · 
zz Gon of a private individual, or whether it be at che inſtance of 
| the government itſelf, their ſole office is to declare the puniſhment 
- eſtabliſhed by the law it js to the jury alone that it belongs to 
| determine on che matter of law, as well as on the matter of fact; 
that i is, to. determine, not only whether the writing which. is the 
ſubjeR of the charge has really been compoſed by the man char- 
ged with having done it, and whether it be really meant of the 
1 petſon named in the FO YI ulſo whether its \Sontents> 
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| © The Skies which" i" Right Nl Gevilenin ka” 


advanced on that occalion;. ro TT 


of taking meaſures againſt the ſpecibe , alſembly, 


was apprehended, not to ſhew that the liw of the tins 


was- agaioſt all conventions whatſoever. The queſtion © 
then, whether a declaratory law ſhould be enafted, 72 
pointed only agaioſt a particular object. Tue papers, or 

ters miſſiye, which the Right Hon. Gentleman had 
ſhewed it was become neceſſary to guard againſt the ſpecific men- 
ſute that was intended; but he would not under that pretext 


agree to f perpetual la as well might they repeal the Heber 


Corpus law, becauſe of a rebellion. ! 


© But it was faid, that the law of the land is already what 


the bill declares it. He had already conſidered that queſtion. 


He had put the queſtion to the learned gentleman, whether mere 


deputation to confider of matters of public concern conſtituted 


an unlawful afſembly ? To this they had made no anſwer. The 


next queſtion was, whether this ſtatement aroſe from the aa? 


He here read the preamble, and ſhewed it declared that. deputa- 
tion for any of three purpoſes was unlawful: firf, deputation for 
preparing. petitions ; ſecond, for redreſs of grievances ; and, third, 


for conſidering any matters of public concernment. If thin 
mere deputations for conſidering matters of public concern were 
not unlawful by law, the preamble of the bill declared'for law. 
vhat was not ſo, | | 

 Houls having reſolved elt into e 


| 22 | Mr. Burgh in the chair. 1 
© Mr, bebe Witt bur. He fold, thi ghntlemen de be bn 


ſcribed, was illegal, but had confined-themſelves to afſemblies 


purporting to be general repreſentatives of the people. Theſe, 
they had ſaid, were illegal, not becanſe there was any ſiatute or 
x a6)udiention againſt them, but by the principles of law ; for 


* 


fide had not proved, that mere deputation, ſuch as the bill de- 


225 


* 


, - , 70 ks ; . rn 5 . 1 > 
babes | W 
as one repreſentative aſſembly, the" Parliament, already exiſted, 


48 
1 r 
- 


the people had no right to theſe naher: But ſurely if the pur. 


Parliament, or conſidering matters of public concerd. F 
Gentlemen had alls ſaid, that on fuch delegated body had 
| ever been tolerated in Great Britain, The abſwer to that was, | 


veral extrafts from the Annual Regiſterof 1791, containing an ic 
| equnt of the | proceedings. of a meetitg 6f deputies from bien 
- | FIN. Englih counties appointed to preſent a petition to Parlis- 


gu for, which this ſecond affembly was choſen were different 
d che of thie nik, this Bunte were is Lotter of the fink” 
and therefore the diphaltve did not hold, He granted, 
n the people had no. right 19, appaint un aſſembly to 
eile the fuoRions of Parliament, but they might appoint one 

nor purpoles—ag.to._petition Parliament and the like- The 
as «quibble: if carried to its full extent, it would 
ill thoſe er repreſentative affemblies which are 
particular deſcriptions of men for commercial and 


aer e dle fapport ho bit 
* Gentlemen had takeh pains to cobfine the ided of illegality 
to deputition from great bodies of the people for uational pur. 


[poſes,—The bill was much more comprehendvive, for it expreſily 


"declared illegal all deputations, committees, &c. purportidy to 


repreſent any aumber or deſcription of the people whatſoever, 
in county, city, town, or Z ugh, for the | e of petitioning 


there was ſuch an aſſembly at this moment exiſting in 
for the purpoſe of effectiag 4 Parliamentary Reform. They had 
ifted” and been tolerated in England allo. He then tead ſe- 


went on the ſubject of the expenditure of public money, which 


/ 


petition was preſented, and received by the Britiſh Parliament. 


This | meeting, of which the Duke of Rutland, the Marquis of 


- Bukingham, Sir G. Saville, Lord Spencer, Edmund Burke, 
aud many others of the moſt diſtinguiſhed characters in England, 
were members, was a complete refatation of the Hon. and Right 


loan. Gentlemens' affertions, that deputad uifemiblics for the 


purpoſe of petitioning and diſcuſſing matters of public concerd 


ere illegel and unkoown/in Kugland. He wiſhed therefore that 


the words Be it-declated” ſhould be omitted, that the bill 
might; not be declargtory, aud if gentlemen would agree in 
that, then he ſhould move ſuch anenUments in the etiaRting 


— 


N 11 As 
ns would confine the erwin pf the bil r 
1 mhich was dg, 994; xp uit the 0 


5 1 8 85 
fy tata Xin mas 450 —— — 1 H 815% a0] Hh 5 
Py y Hor T0093 47 237 L 1 'B.E wer 6 alan? 
r ae * * Nn egen eig 
© BETTER foi 6: reg. M6 ere 
1: I ROH 750 ern 


104 Dit 7 175 n 204. $09 Aa n IT fe | | 
8 NE pe t N 2 


= : 42 — . on Lf 22D of : 


Oe i þooks on 
—ꝰ A TEL Aan. 


e 255255 3 rod 


FIST «ny 


19 gh pr 2 


2 Coty 
_y "Morren, rk 


A HRT KSS Nr 


e e . 
e ee ee | 
e 
ee eee | 
Jhronicle and the Gazetteer, | 2 
E 15 
e the. ee e e e e 
papblets, and then enforcing them W 


: ely to prodyce m 
e e ee of the Carrige, and tell | 


me all the political news with yen · Dudbope Caſtle, cloſe by 
this town, is going to he cqpverted into Barracks, to keep down 
- any efforts for our freedom. A Ship maſter juſt come from Glaſ. 
gow ſos, nothing.was ever liks ' thi Gſtreb' at Glaſgow; that ; 
while he was there, two men dropt doyn dead in the | 
- pillied for want of food. © epi e tg 
er . non 774 e 
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| tions. Being i interrogate whether he has correſponded eee 


7 e Keg hore 
"claration'of Alcxgoger Ma 


K mY 3 
pepe ide Putmer Clergyman in Dundee, 


queſtions to be put to him, and being unicquainted with 


the Law of Scotland, and not having ſeen the petitiom upon Which 
| he has been brought to town,” he declines anſwering this or 
any other queſtion that may be put to him; and being Autre 
gated, whether or not he is acquainted with William Skirving; of $4 
$tratbruddy, refiding i in Edinburgh, and ſometimes defigned, =. +: 


cretary to the Friends of the People, at Edinburgh, er with. 


Alexander Morren, Grocer and Spirit Dealer, in Luckenboothij. 


Ediaburgh, Mr Palmer declares, and declines anſwering nay; que © 


of & thoſe Gentlemen ſince he went to Dutidee, ue declinpgyant- 
Fering any queſiĩon; and being ſhewn a pact of i e es 
vriting, gud being aſked, whether it is of his hand-welting! and 
whether the name, F. Palmer thereto, is of ' his wars Fur 

heclares, it is like to his hand: -yriting and fut ſeciption, und whlth - 
vritiug is marked, as relative hereto and being n 
oes of writing, or part of a letter, now tacked together i 


aſked w ether it is of his hand-writing, he declines” unfwerlng 


the quel ip, 'which pieces of writing is alſo marked u were 
ereto. And being ſhewn a writing, dated, „Dundee 'Beredn 
1 Meeting hose, uly, 1793" und entitled thus, «6 Aru Gu- 
4 neral Meeting of the Friends of Liberty, they ail. 
's ſolved to publick. the following addreſs, to their Friends Md 
«Fellow Citizens” And being allied, if be ever: hw e 
or before, declines anſwering the queſtion ; and being «fred, | 
whether the 775 ae ine top of faid writing, «-Berexn Meeting - 
. * en ie N. 

ing the 9 Land 'beiqg "aſked by v 


the ſaid writidg was 


| 7 with the above "exception, after the Yate; be-dectines 


anſwering the queſtJon, ind which is al marked us relativehere- 


"Morren, IX We like or u fimilar import, be declines anſwering 


ide queſtion,” and which copy letter is ulſo marked s relative 


Fereto, of is dite; and 9 5 be . 


$51 1 s x * 


* 


1 & —- 
Þurgh, who being examined and interrogate, when ke Went un 
Dundee, he anſwered, That, not knowing the tendbvey of 


pag; he deciitarantiver. * 


of u letter, referred & in the de- 
of the firſt init, and aſked, he- 
"ther or not; he, the declarant, received'a- Jeter from Alenihder 


n * 


b n 
| Meatiog heut, July, 193,“ and marked. 
I lartien pag, "Morren, and Peter Duff, of 
had ever ſeen any prise 
pager, be 0 des anſwering the qudltie;! 
N 
relative to nted pa 
James $mitoo, Wright in 1 bad 0 
copies of ſaid piper; he declined. verlag the | 
3,990 being he wn n letter, dited, kr July- 20, 179 7 
r. Palmzer, aud beginning with, © My dest filend,” 
whether ſaid letter is of bis hand- writing; and 
i ry whom it was ſent, he declinae 
which letter i» alſo marked us relutiry 
that When, la in Edinbargh, by 
Donaldſon, Old Aﬀemb]y Cloſb; Edluby 
her off before be went t Dundee, part of 
i the the room which be poſſeſſed is ber 
aſked whether, before leaving Edinburgh, he 
Alexuider Morrab, any written br printed 
| anſwering the queſtion | end beipy. aſked 
heis rnd with, Jamey Mathew, were 
+ declines an eee be de- 
before-written Decliration 
ing aſe * » de- 
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6. before the | 
vn te him, the Petition of Wi am 2 
of the County, upon which the 2 for bir 
d, of 1 Mar K= be having. 
if aſked bim, would zh aofwer 
to him, Mi. N deelibed to make 
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n | ut added that it yas ppt from any 

men 1 and Mey Pater ur deen Ggning i 
_ 6 declaration. 
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Me Thongs Tote Fulmer 
| NN Om IM date. | g read over to him; 
© | "hips aſſed by the Sheriff Subliitue, be fill adberyd 
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being sgels exatyines, 
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gle; Mir Palmer anſvered, Thit Ta HE 

ly ; with Jyltice, to deflre man Li 10 155 : 273 wh 

q nate biraſelf, "That Com | gnorance of 6 ee 

ol p E the tendency dry Mt * 478 be 
Ipl lebted b 5 e hs borer 
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42. And he declines to Sabſeribe 13 . Th 

declares to be tra,” | 


* 7 


7 W on — away of WE 
boys, nd oflided to in ene 


Par Fraser. 4 


kun of Wri 
| 4 Amen 


7 | Dui i, 

es ee 

4 | hag dalf ont, but ade ap mays ike the laf bus im io mpaauat 

| vf quarto, I think it may be contained in one half ſheet. De- 

1 Roy the copy, and do not let a foul know nn You 

eee ene pager ogy TURION l 

| bento A Pb eben 1 0 

l een vega bars $496 tad pig, u 

þ bos half west „% # get in pe privk, that the „ 

'of k may be contaiaed in the paper. * * Mr. Skirving calle 
let him have 2 6r * ® or whit he wants, 2 1 
to mb by MFarlane with « biff of the * "roi . 
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| 1 
with dien fcecf » with a my heart. 1 hope tþis adn wil a 
as I think it moſt excellent. " As You. very prudently wi 
F ſecret, that the authors of it may dot be traced \ 1 have 
deen thinking you ſhould keep away the date from 17 or the 
<A 'words at the head of it, of {Dundee Berean Meeting- Vous, Jah, 
. #1984): and have for that purpole, 8nd to know whether the paper 
and print , troubled Jou thele few lines, abick, i i 
pleaſe to Ke] in courſe, you'can have the number waſted this 


M 2 8 155 Skirving 
— TIC (Signed) * lg 
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f "ap 1 was imprifoned all lt i be — anſoer 


R | -» Left nd mis of Mr) Bowker, I indes the nein of in. 
_. 5 1515 Bowker, bis brother, laſt : year he paid me on the treat 
| ee 11. 1 8, thinking that was all; thought, and 

Eid, he was wrong at the time: the bill now ſhews phat he gwes 
"ms 1). 108. 6d. more. The Bill will they too for 'what purpoſe 
1 3 che money e me, 2 1 believe near two bs 


By 20. Was not allowed bail lid night, 1 
| a9” Yours, . "VA, 4 0 8 \ / 
| i ' 9 + 1793. 4 cl 4 Ge 7 | , ＋. F. P. 
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Mr. PALMER“, DEFENGE, 
union HE INTENDED To BAVE DELIVER b, HAD 4 
k NOT EMPLOYED COUNSEL, 


. * p 
. 1 , * 


 GznTtEnuEN OF THR Juxr, ** IS Va * — 
| s Tux Crown Lawyers n inf on wy | | 
printer and publiſher of this big + 3 * 
But 1 


1 thenk Ba, Gentleman, that are} judges wt eo 
; Gt een 

int and publiſhing, but on the matter publiſhed, and the "ys 

fntemnion of publiſhing it It is the intention alone that dan | 

conſtitute guilt. 1 ma kill . men by chance; 1 may: Kil 

i aim one food or medicine for another 3 may 

kill nim in ſelf-defence ; but this does not conſtitote the Nth 

prileof miner, - The 8 of killing mult be ee with 


i 4 7 | 


me! intent, with malice prepenſe, before a ju e, find — 
venlict of guilt. Juſt ſo in the preſent caſe, 

' muſt not disjoin the fact of publiſhing from N — 
publiſhing it. Now, 1 hope. to ſhew yon, in a very few Wl ;/ad 

Words, that the matter publiſhed is innocent, and that the Wl yran 
roi nou in en it was not only innocent, 1771 lauda- able 

in 


'It fs Gy proved to you, 1 ruſt len! was not the conf 
gez of this paper ; that. it was written before I was, a mem- men 
: bor; atfat It is the production of A common unlettered wea- nied 
ver; that I had no more concern in its compfition than e. Wl Me. 
very other member of the meeting in fact, that I had lefs, % 
having objected to ſome expreſſions, wiſhing to ſoften them, 
and to ſubſtitute others morg-unexceptionable ; and ſo far 
from having a felonious and ſeditious intention in pub 
liſhing it, that it was quite contrary tomy attention that it 
was publiſhed at all. The fast then, being, that a como 
unlettered weaver wrote it, I hope that you will not prove 
too rigid oritics, and expect from his untutored pen the bo. 
gical accuracy of a legal ſcholar, or a ſpecial pleader. 
_ +  Permit!me then to tead over this paper to you; 3 
| by paragraphs and, wich che. help ef 2 fmall portion 1 
<andout on rt part. J truſt that I ſhall be able to ſhew, 
that it is che very reverſe of what is ſtated in the N 
ment. The two firſt paragraphs need, I apprehend, neither 
explanation. or exouſe-. If to expreſs an anxlous, jealous 
fear for the liberties of our country z if to wiſh to prevent, 
by well · timed eon ſtitutional efforts, their diminution or ex- 
 tintion, if this be eriminal, 1, and all the meeting. plead 
' guilty tothe.charge—a charge, I truſt, that you yourſelves, 
_ Gentlemen of the Jury, are not altogether guiltleſs of, We 
cannot belp our fears. Wend in heaven eee 
61. May they prove. fo: 3 WING? oft 
third paragraph aſks, 0 Is. not. every. 4% adding's 
„new link to your chains? Is; not the exectitive- branch 
0 daily ſeizing new and . unprecedented, . and unwarrautable 
1 ping?” ſerve, thele, are queſtions, not aſſertions. A 
| ion, ſuppoſes a. want of certainty in the thing aſked, 
ara: it is impoſſible that any legal . oa — you 
for a moment ſuppoſe that the ; iy the truth is the 
fame as the aſſertion of a truth. Were: I to ſay to Res 


am II not the moſt , wiſe, the, moſt cau « 
nn Tee into my preſen ple Tr or | 
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was fo, or amount to an aſſertion that I was ſuch,” '- 


But ſuppoſe now for a moment, that inſtead of queſtion, 5 
ing the fact, the paper had roundly afferted that every dux 


v adding a new link to our chains, and that the executive 
braneh'ts daily ſeizing new, unprecedented and unwarrant 
ale powers. What was the language of Mr. Fox, I pray, 


in the Houſe of Commons the gth of May laſt, when, ig 
conſequenee of the late proclamation, forty Engliſh gentle- 


men were preventeg landing at Dover, from Calais, and de- 


nied an entrance into their own country? The 1 | 
„ te , 


Mr. Fox declared, was - Aga and unconſtitutional; 

4. ſorely it coul2 not be conceiued to be confeſtent with law, 

« or agreeable to the prin ple and ſpirit of the Britiſh Con- 
«fitution, to prevent a ſubject of this country ſrom return- 


ing te his native land, but to mn " 8 


fate of baniſhment." 


According to this great Senator, then, Lb "I 


grant inſtance of a new, unprecedented and unwatrantable 
at of autliority, exerciſed by the executive power. -* 9-21 


What faid Mr. Taylor, when he made his motion on Fes 
bruary 22d, | againſt the miniſter's meaſare of erefting bar- 
nicks oyer the kingdom? Or rather, I ſhould give you the 
opinion firſt of an earlier Senator, Lord Gage, as it is to be 
een in the Parliamentary Debates. * There ir one thing,” _ 


fad Lord Gage, fatal above all others, that muff be, the 
#' conſequence of ſo great a body of troops being hept on foot 


* Britain, that wil} be the finiſhing firoke to our libertier. 


„As the towns of Great Britain will not be able much lon- 


„ ger to contain quarters" fot them, moſt of thoſe who heap 
« public *houſes, Being nearly rained by ſoldiers billeted on 


them; ſo, on pretence of tht neceſſity. of it, barracks: will he 


e puartoring ther; hich wil} be ee, 
a7 parts of 


* fer, with flron garriſons in them, eretted in 


« Britath, which can tend to nothing, but by degrees to 4 4 | 


due and enflave the Hingdom. But, if ever*this ſhould be' 
* attempted, is will be incumbent on every true Briton, to en- 


davon to prevent it by all methods, as it would be the laſt 
fand that could be made for our liberties. Rather than 
4 Juffer it to be put into execution, it would be our duty, 
baldly to remonſtrate, and never to deſiſt, till our liberties 


Vers ſecured, and the authors of our intended ſlavery 


Nn Bar, u n $9. 
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weaver's paper? Surely lt would by no means prove that ] 
TW 


; 


3 


[ 1 
| "Taylor; the preſent member for Poole, after 
* ſpeeches of Mr. Harley. Mr. Pulteney, Mr. n 
above mentioned Lord Gage, the venerable Judge Black. 
Kone, the danger of the meaſure of ereQing barracks all over 
"the ki and that it, muſt infallib)y lead to deſpotiſy, 
he charged the miniſter with ſmuggling this affair I 
the Houſe, and not yiving them leave fo decide o the pro- 
. l he not do ſo, faid he; bel he bed it 
purchaſed the ground and erefted barracks, and only came 
. 4 to that Houſe with « demand for defraying the 222 
4 re re 
An reat conſt} ueſtion, and 
©« he thought it highly — ue non yu ſhonld be 
* otected entirely at the pleaſure of the Crowu ., 
„The whole ſyſtem of miniſters, he ſaid, ſhewed ane. 
| „ vident preconerted deſign, to curb and overawe 
ple by the bayonet and the ſword, rr if 
1 ary, the wholeſome corretion of the laws of 2 
land and this, in his conſcience, he believe to be their 
intention. He added, we are now going altogether from 
e Nberty; we have engaged in « war for the ſeryice of the 
. * crown, on account of «bſtraQt ſpecu {ſpeculative opinions : we 
* are going, ſaid he, from'the ftendard of the C itution, 
Wire, the aridurd of the * Mr. Taylor then, it 
Fr Nr EI r 
the nation, that miniſtry had made a 5 
un warrantable aſſumption of powers, by — barre 
trough this kingdom, and thereby enden vouring to vn. 
citizen the ſoldier, and to give him 8 
„ 3 Our ſenators, then, it make 


es e quel 
link to your cheins?” 
in the Houſe of Commons 
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Aud, i 
E put 2 query of theſe things 


E. Shall the ſame lan 


ing full as much as re 3 
ory aſlertions. It was not merely 


Tice e Commer - 


Is it then, I ſubmit to 
ponies it yirty 

in our rs, to . 
is+ felonians, ſeditious, an 


n in us, a 
Is the threſhold. of the Houſe ſen 
of it be 


on one 
higbeſt patriotis merit, and on the other ſedition and 
y 2 Why may we not. uſe the words our 2 


4 into our mouths 2 I thought that our government 


in being a popular one, i. e. Que where the d voice f the 
people was expreſſed, 
Tue freedom of ſpeech, and the freedom of the preſs, on 


| topics. of government, have ever been acknowledged, 75 


the ornament of the Britiſh bar, Mr. Erſkine, by our 


a ſtateſmen. and N to be the principal ſafeguat 
the conſtĩtution. 
break dawn theſe two fences of the liberty of the raja, 


CAre.. then, Centleqen, bow- you 


the freedom of ſpeech, and the r. the preſs. 
this mar Dani oputinue: inch longer, you may de * 


- of the. number of thoſe who mall petition, remonſtrate, and 


- Telolve, - Do not then teach future juries, by your: proſÞnt/ 
- example, to call the expreſſion of your ſentiments, on the ad 
1 of government, by the mme of ſfeditienn. 
| veltion..is,. + Has not the Houſe of Commons 
urity from the evils of ty 
20 foi jon the a againſt ou 


The aext 
4 ranay and ariſto- 
Few words are 
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Every ebe knows, that ſome time after the American war, 


% 


about the year 2783, there was u junction between two 
_ liticaf parties, the oftenſible agents of which were 
North and Mr. Fox, and that by their union, they over. 


threw the Shelburn adminiſtration; This, you may remember, 
Gentlemen, was called the Toalirion. On à late occaſi 


| JO? the preſent war was declared, the parties ages, 
He 


uſe of Lords, which had been many years hoſtile to each 


Bedford party, the Portland party, the Fitzwilliam 
party, fornſed a coalition with miniſtry, This I apprehend 
to be the ſole meaning of the query ndt the Houſe of 


Commôns joined the coalition againſt. you? The-expreſlion 


poſſibly is not logically accurate, but remember, it is the 
expreſſion of an unlettered weaver. The huthot gould not 


de ſo abſurd to mean. that the Houſe of Common ex 
tion 
28 this is eceſſary to the paſſing any common act of parlia - 
ment. dould therefore r os that the ſame coali- 

5 | ace in the Houſe. of Lords, 
lad täken place in the Houſe of Commons. But obſerve, 


joined'the Houſe of Lords and the King; for ſuch a 


tion of parties, which took p 


he does got aflert this fac, but merely makes it a query. 


1 in committee of ch 
4 ponfibility of the Privy Council no longer remains, that 


Is the election of its members either fair, free or frequent? 
Theſe are Mr. Wharten's own words. If then by various 
<" means it Happened, (ag he afſerted, and undertook to prove 

* houſe) that the proviſional ref 


« = fletlion of the Houſe of Common: is neithty fair, nor 


« free, nor frequent, that this proviſional independence of ita 
*c -members is gone, alluding to a clanſe in 2th William III. 


| . chap; 2. no perſon who has an office, r place of profit un- 

deer the king, or receives a penſion from the crown, ſhall be 
„% enpable of trie f | 

' *-and that the houſe at preſent ſwarms with ' perſons hav- 

© Es 6nd ects Eft cncer the ings" 09 99 


as a member in the Honſe of Commons, 


« 'crrvinng fr . 25 . 5 | 
Had we thought the election of the Houſe.of Commons 


to be fajr, free, and frequent, we certainly ſhould never 


Have petitioned for a reform in that Houſe. Mr. Grey, in 


nis ſpeech en- that occafion, fad. When it is confidered. 
. - © that one hundred and fifty-ſeyven members, being a majo - 
_ « rity of the Houſe of Commens, ate elected by eleven 


_ 9 thipfind_a9d fewer voters, and that the munaber of 


d never acted together, now formed a coalition. 


* 
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a ©” oO 
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enn . 
« appear u vaſt inequality of repreſentation, He added. it 

e am idle ching to reſtrict e Lords from any interfer- 
u ence in the buſineſs of — when it was notorious 
i they had got the boroughs in their hands, and abſolutely | 
«-nomina majority of members. There was then no 
«ſecurity for that this Houſe, « the extremes of ariſto - 
u-oracy und deſpotiſm, but in a Parliamentary Reform. 
Mr. Pitt alſo was ſo perſuaded that 7 
bers was neither fair, free, nor frequent, that he at three 
different periods brought on the cauſe of reform before 
« Parliament, and was eaſed to tell us, that ĩt vas notori- 
„ ous that the Nabob of Arcot had fifteen members in that 

Houſe, und that they did not act upon an identity of intereſt 
—— And it was his opinion, that without 2 

% parliamen reform, neither the liberty of the nation 
«could be preſerved, nor the of a wiſe and vir- 
u tuous adminiſtration be ſecure! In theſe endeagours the 


Duke of Richmond zealouſly co · operated. I truſt, therefore, 


Gentlemen, that you will not deem thoſe ſentiments worthy. 
r which in them were 09 RGA pg 


nour and emoluments. 4 
1s nod its ind - wh it is made-up. of 


place-men and penſioners ?" 8 one can 


to deny, vin. that ſo long as the Houſe of Commons 


1s made up of place. men and penſioners, its independence is 


annihilated. But the paper does not ftate that the Houſe of 
Commons is made up of place-men and penfioners.; it could 


noty-for, we know that the minority, at lealt, have none. IM 


merely aſls the and leaves ever man to anſwer it 
u he thinks proper. They are Mr. Wharton's own. words. 

The time is nom come, when you muſt eicher gather _ 
round the fabric of liberty, to ſupport it, or, to your eternal 

*mſamy; let it fall to the ground, te riſe no more, hurling - - 
long with it every thing that is valuable and deat to af 
« enlightened people. The fabric of liberty in in theſe kivg- 


doms — be the Conſtitution, and exhorting people to ſup». / 
pott it, muſt be interpreted a moſt 1 and nr = 


inſtead of a ſeditious with. 
_*You/are plugged into a wth 3 Minjfiry and. - 
* $compliant Parliament, who ſeem careleſs and unconcerned- 
#6 6— 1 and 2 N 
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. ent of e mitions: Te does not lire other 
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Mr. ! Mr. Whitbread in the Houſe of Com- 
n ed, ther an an homble- addreſs be preſented te s 
rere of war, as Bri- 
dun had attained every national end propoſed by it, the ſe- 
kutity of her allies, their exclufive navigation o the Scheldt, 
: Brabant, und the abandonment of ihe of- 


i were exterminated, we 
pus a 7 have an 3 Put ſaid, to. arreſt | 


= 
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by 


i 
Th: 


1 Dr 


— nn 


twenty-ſix milliogs of aufn $0 


i 
3 e ary Aud what are dme piin- = 


thandov their 


ime nation juſt eperging 

vith the fancied diſcovery 

* 
his addreſs3 to 

9 ; and we 3 
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of December. The miniſters op- 
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' 1 the iden of force to deſtroy opinions b 
„ extirpa ries nu bv, or Mor id? 7 
That the miniſter did mean to interfere in the internal 
government of France, und to cooperate with' che combined 
ers, for the reſtoration of de potiſm, "appeared" further 
700 plain, from « ſabſcquent"ſpeech of his, when he fal. 
— if favourable eircumſtances aroſe, he would not pledge 
„ himſelf tba be would whe Fever fore | in the internal govern- 
= q A ment of France. © 95 
nut how — enciuiſt Selpotilig'ts be gs eſtablilb. 
We” eld on a nation who had individually, and almoſt colleQiveh, 
\ i os tapestediy worn to live free or die? On a nation which ba 
* gien ſuen long and 8 an inviticible hatred 
A o to their old form of overnment, and attachment to their 
| new.” A'forced impohtion of tine former, cap be” tone only 
| 127 a carnage tantumount to exterminstion. 
__ The impoſſibility (fays Mr Jaſper Wiſen, ui ne 
—— "to Mr. Pitt, publiſhed by Robinſons)” of conquering 
opinions by the ſword, andthe dreadful laughter, which the 
) - _ ÞJattempt, when perfiſied in, muſt neceſfariſy occaſion, may 
be learnt from the revolution f the Low Countries, and the 
| bloody tranſactions which were carried on uiider the dire. 
«tion of Alvs. "If the great maſs 1 people Bate imbibel 
5 opinions, extermnation only can root them gut, 
Ho then does the paper infidioully. eslumniste and mil 
repreſent (according ts the indiftment) the mexſures of 
rament; hen it ſpeaks no other 1a ge than what 
oth the Miniſter und Oppofition "uſed ? Belt n 
14 Frenoh principles muſk" be extirpated; the © 
138 50 (and * is can only be done by 7h 
. ———— the French nation.” To us then, the end nd 
deſign of the war appeared to be the deſtruion of a whole 
people, merely *beeznſe they will be free. Aud how cin 
this be called falſely and &litoolly jultifyitig'atid vindicet- 
= ing the enemies of our country, with wide we are at 
= Anat? Oan ftsting a bare fact, 4 in the Britiſ Houſe 
_ of Commons, be — 4 1 N niurery vindicating the | 
* French? Can mentioning Sr minifter in the 
var; av exptetia'by — By be i re d feditious juſti- 
_- _ -ficationof the French? The more ſhame for bim if it be lb 
1 ; 0 not I, We . * - TO: 5 ene 
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| ones, [#7 19 1 - AS 
bled, , that the liberties, not of this country only but of 
ill Eurepe depend upon... thoſe. of 8 Aud if this 
. dreadful combination be ſucceſsful in the entirpatien 
of French principles, that Ruſfian principles muſt univerſally 
— obtain in their place, 9 * it wa, be 2 but. too trus 
.. WM in the:eyent,. that while. we have been aſfiſting in forging 
a, , for . kee people, we. bare Arend dun pen 

F 
RPA - ͤ ge OOOR 
in almoſt every parliamentary. debaze.... There is hot an ex- 
preſſion more ſtrong than you will find in every day's - 
Morning Chrouicle, and in the numberleſs pamphlets: which 
eyery_ bour make their appearance: X 
The right of voting. is confined to ſo. few, (to not more 
than one in three thouſand in Scotland,) and is exerciſed ſo 
ſeldom, that the great body of tha people have no other check 
uke agents of government, than theſe hitherto dee med ſacted 
rizhts, the freedom of ſpeech and the freedom of the pre 


+ 1» 


If theſe be ſtopped, how can the voice of the people be heard, 


nean war; it was the voice of the people, as expreſſed in 
votes, reſolutions and hand · bills, ſuch as theſe, that preven- ' 
ted. a war lately with Rufha. Nax, it was the voice of the 
mto power. But who will dare to lift up his voice 
juries deem the utterance of it to be felony and ſedition? ! 
It is one thing, Gentlemen, to find fault with the conſtitu- 
tion, and quite another to find fault with the adminiſt tation 5 
lation execrable. Now, in the whole papet, there io-0dt a 
relletion on the conſtitution, or any thing that/canbe tortu- 
red thto it. There is no diſparagement of the Kingly Office, 
po wſults to Majeſty, no reflection on & Houſe of Peers, no- 
Wing ſaid againit our excellent Conſtitution, as confiſting of 
King, Lords and Commons, nor any that arraigns the gene- 
a principles on which that conſtitution is founded. 
Iam told by the lawyers, that ſedition is. nor defined iͤn 
bei books, But, if it be admitted to be an attempt to 
werturn our excellent conſtitution, I am ſure this paper i 
ot ſeditious, for there is not a word Sei 3 1G et); 
What is the main object of the hand- bills? To aſſert our” 


nmons Hooſe of * and a frequent renewal of 


19 * 
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|t was the voice of the people that put an end to the Ame- 


people that in a great meaſure brought the preſent ay, | 


I of ſuffrage in the choice of thoſe who ſerve in the 


* 


al it. The conſtitution may be excellent, and the addini- 1 75 


15 


* | 8 . : 
n 339 
from ruin, but » * e 5 
9 „Wunden upon the eternal bafis of juſtice. If 
1 be ſedirious, Locks, Judge. Blackftone, * 8 Cop 
63 Seville, the Doke of Richmond, and Mr. Pitt, were 
meh, for they have all expreſſed the fame ſentiments 
_ © + Taſthe, year 1984, the Dean of St 8 was bade 
aid tried ar the affizes at Shrewſbury, before Jadge Buller, 


dur writing a ſbppoſed libel on government, in a 
| EK 550 'S gentleman and a farmer. I will read yo put 
% =: = it was takey dow in ſhort- hand in Court, 
. wards reviſed by counſel, IS. 
-  * Gentliman.” But what if a few great lords or wealthy me 
were fo keep. the King bimfelf in ir debe, yet exert his 
1 fr force, leid his treaſure, and miſuſe bis name, ſo as to do 
to 741 mineer over the people and manage the Parliament? 
Turner. We mu fight for the King and ourſelves. 
| -* * Gentleman. You talk of fighting as if . 
og fome ruſtic engagements at a wake, but your quarter 
3 taff would avail you little againſt bayonets. 
x - +» "Farmer. We N eafily — « ourſelves with better 
9 arms. 
Sema. Not ſo eaſily: when the We by Of Oy 
ns _ - came, you. would be deprived of all arms, and thoſe who 
THe Would fardiſh you with them, or exhort you to take then 
= Vvß. would be called traitors, and probably be put to death, 
__— Farmer. We ought therefore always to be ready, and 
= keep etch of us a rong firelock in che corner of his | bed- 


200 ale That would be legal as well as rationa, 
Are yon, my honeſt friend, provided with « muſket ? 
Farmer n contribute no more to the club, and put- 
chaſe A Frelock with my ſavings. 
SGentleman. It is not neceſſary. 'T have two, and wil 
make you a preſent of one, with cotnplete accoutrements. 
er. I accept it thankfully, and will converſe with 
at your letſure, on other ſubſects of this kind, 
e In the meanwhile, ſpend an hour every moi. 
ning in the next fortnight, in learning to prime arid load 
. expeditiouſly, and to fire and charge with bayonet firmly and 
regularly. 
From the extract of this pamphlet juſt now read to you 
you perceive a direct exhortation'to the can to procun 
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Gentlemen, the jury who tried cauſe, whether: it 
that they recollected the ſeventh article of the U | 
that the ſubjeQs which are proteſiants, mey 


the uſe of Wen, N 
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| on yaged: the, 
Dean. They found the act of publiſhing, but found no evil 
intention, and the Dean was diſc Lien, 7: 
Now pray, Gentlemen, what is there in this hand-bill 
5 in the leaſt fimilar to the Dean's dialogue. Here are-no 
men WM exhortations to take up arms, and to be exerciſed in the ue 
this WM of them. Here are no reflect ion on our conſtitution, as con- 
to. fiſting of King, Lords and Commons, or a word. that ar- 
. raigns the principles on which that conſlitution. is built. 
There is nothing of what the indictment ſays, of rouning 
king up the people to acts of violence. Here are no exhortations 
rer. vot to pay taxes, or to take up arms. The hand«bill con- 
tains only ba e ve hare mug mug = our con- 
ſtitution, an cially on this fatal war, by which millions 
Tr of our Fellow-citizens ſuffer ſo much, and our unſhaken 
ance purpoſe, to ſeek redreſs of all evils by a conſtitutional .ap- _ 
who MW - plication to the legiſlature, for a more equal repreſentation 
hem ' 
th 
and 
bed- 
ond, 


ol the people in the Commons Houſe of Parliament. 
Tou are to determine, Gentlemen, by your verdi& this 
day, whether, in the language of the indictment, this be 
felonious and ſeditious, or whether it be ſuck as is the un- 
doubted right of the ſubject to make uſe of: you are to 
determine whether the people of this country be the ſwiniſh 
multitude, repreſented by Mr. Burke: And when driven 
pu: into a ſea of troubles and calamities, by the errors and mi- 
conduct of their ſwine berds, every murmur or every grunt (ond 
will that eſcapes them, is to be interpreted into felony, treaſon. 
© rent. at TTY ol. 
with WF Thank God, Gentlemen, Great Britain is not yet become 
Poland or Ruflia. ' That it may not become ſo, much de- 405 
not: pends on your conduct. That it may not become ſo, vindi- 
load cate to yourſelves, and to your fellow-citizens, thoſe two. 
and rx of your liberty, the freedom of ſpeech, and the 
freedom of the preſs. COR op "Wie 
you, Tou are judges of the whole ſubje& before you, both of- 
he facts of publiſhing and printing, and of the intention of 
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e law has united in Jr. ands. - Give me a general ver. 
: 


ty.; and il you cannot diſcern an 
evil intention of overthrowing. our happy cooſtitution, as 
0 5, Lords and Commons, you are obliged by 
Jeu feen oaths, to Prongußee me not guilt ß. 
Ford, Gentlemen, what the indictment is pleaſed to 
call d Wieked, and felonicus, and ſeditious libel, I have 
proved tü you to be the language of Oppoßtion, of Miniſters, 


nuch af a refolution of the whole Houſe of Commons. 
Ii de falle, our Senators are falſe, and the whole Houſe 
.of Commons made a falſe reſolution. 


"Tnftead' of falſely :»d ſeditjoully juſtifying and yindicating, 

| | I whom we are at open 
wat, it anly affigns thit motive for it, abgned by miniſters. 
themſelves, and avowed by oppoſition. Inſtead of produce - 
ing in the tolnds of the people, a fpirit of, diſcontent 7 25 
{our preſent happy conſtitution: Inſtead of rouſing the peo- 
ple up te acts of violence and outrage ; it only endeavours. 
to rouſe them up to a conſtitutional application to the le- 

In Mort, T'am charged with a wicked and ſeditious inten- 
tion, in printing this paper. How can this be, when 1 have 


1 giflature for the redreſs of all their grie yandes. 


ved to you, by fo many witneſſes, that it was not my 


intention that tt ſhould be publiſhed at all, that it was dia- 
nietrically oppoſite to my intention, and that I remonſtrated 
againlt it all I could. 


Ik you cannot find, therefore, the wicked ſ=ditious, and 


felonious intention, you find nothing. You find chat I have 


-. Innocently blotted an innocent paper with ink, You muſt. 


therefore pronounce me not guilty, A paper that does not 


- deſerve” the epithets charged in the indictment, is not the 
- Tibel condeſcended on, is no libel—and you are ſworn to ac 


——_ e 
To conclude, Gentlemen of the Jury, however the Lords 


may have repelled the objections concerning the flaws in the 


indiment, t iey cannot repell the obligation you are under. 


to judge according to your oaths, and your conſcience, The. 
Oonſtitutſon too, ſuppoſes you to be as much. judges of the 


* 


54 law as they are. 


Gentlemen, I have not been indicted. : My name is not 
Fiſche, © It is the name of a family in Eſſex, as different in 


. Ipelling and pronounciation, as their arms are from mine. 
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fr that took the additional name of Palmer. The bmw | 
differs by two letters, and the pronouncjation .is-wholly A.. 
ferent. If Thomas Fiſche be guilty of all laid to his hase 


in the indictment, what is that to me? I am got the perſon. 5 1 Sy 
1 might with as much juſtice be indicted for the.crimes k 
ohn Wilkes, or Edmund Burke; nor can you, Gentlemen,” & I 


with a ſafe conſcience, bring me in guilty of the erimes laid -- © 
id another, 
But, ſuppoſing that 1 had been ptoperly indiffted, T e 
not indided for priming and publiſhing the hand- bit is 
queſtion. The copy of the hand-bill in my indidtment, Ub. - 
fers in points, in letters, in words, and in meaving, from ese 
printed paper. In the printed paper, you read in the rx ns 
paragraph, * unto you we addreſs our layguage, aud welk, 4 yen 
fears; in the copy ſerved on me it runs . unto you, we addreſs. og 
your language,” a word as different in meaning, as light fon 
darkneſs. It makes totally a different ſenſe. In'the _ . OY 
paragraph,” you read in the printed paper, That portes x? & 
liberty you once enjoy ed, is faſt ſetting, we feat, ini ebe dark» -.-. 
neſs of deſpotiſm and tyrzony.” In the copy ſerved on bd 
the word the, ſo important to the ſenſe, is omitted-altoge- © 8 
ther. How them Gentlemen, can you, upon your ſolemn” 8 
oaths, determine, that I printed and publiſhed the hand- ill 
libelled on, when it differs fo materially from this printed l 


paper. They ste different band-bills. If I printed and pub- IS 
liſhed a million of the printed ones, they are all ſo many pip | 
convincing proofs that I never printed and publiſhed a fin- 2 
gle copy of that ſtated in my indidtment. j 2 


I am well aware, Gentlemen, that in any other erĩ mint! 
eauſe, except one between the crown and the people, the ,- - i 
leaſt of theſe. flaws would be ſufficient to invalidate the in- "4 
di&ment. But you, I truſt, will give me that juſtice which _ 
the Lords deny me. You, I truſt, will find that I am not 
chargeable with-the crimes of another: And, that if I 
printed and publiſhed the printed hand- bill, I could not poſ- 
ibly print and publiſh the one ſtated in my indictmenr. 

I know you have been ſolicitouſl called, for political opi- FO ] 
tions the very oppoſite to mine. But however different in 
principle, I truſt you are men of honour ; and as you hays 1 ig * 
ſolemnly ſworn, well and truly to Judge between me and 7 3-8 


* 
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frown, that no party prejudice will be able to bring E 
A peijury on your heads. 8 LIM & | Fs e 
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